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JONATHAN SAVAGE

YEAR OF CALL
2003, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB Hons Manchester Polytechnic

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Jonathan Savage qualifi ed as a solicitor in 1990. 
Aft er gaining experience in crime, family law, 
personal injury and commercial litigation, he 
joined the Crown Prosecution Service in order 
to specialise in criminal law. Over the next 12 
years he was responsible for a heavy caseload 
ranging across the spectrum of criminal 
off ences.

In 2003 he embarked upon a second career 
change by seeking a new challenge at the 
criminal bar. Aft er successfully completing a 
pupillage, he quickly developed a busy practise 
both prosecuting and defending.

He has successfully defended clients charged 
with serious sexual off ences, drugs off ences and 
allegations of serious assault. He has been lead 
in cases involving large scale fraud, historic 
sexual abuse and murder, and has represented 
both prosecution and defence at appellate level. 
He has been instructed by the prosecution to 
prosecute large scale drugs operations and cases 
involving explosives substances and is on the 
Attorney General’s list of advocates.

Jonathan Savage has wide experience dealing 
with sensitive material and is regularly 
instructed by local authorities, police and 
Crown Prosecution Service to advise upon 
issues relating to disclosure and Public Interest 
Immunity.

Jonathan Savage has wide ranging experience of 
ancillary matters. He has extensive experience 
prosecuting and defending complicated 
confi scation proceedings, including proceeding 
in the Court of Appeal. He is regularly 
instructed by Greater Manchester Police in 
connection with Cash Seizures, Forfeiture 
Proceedings, Closure Orders, Football Banning 
Orders, and successfully prosecuted the fi rst 
Violent Off ender Order brought by GMP. 

He has also prosecuted and defended Sexual 
Off ences Prevention Orders.

In addition, Jonathan Savage has experience 
of advocacy in other areas of law. He regularly 
represent GMP at Licensing Hearings and has 
represented interested parties in the Coroner’s 
Court. He also represents the General Medical 
Council in proceedings brought under the 
Medical Act.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Away from the law, Jonathan Savage enjoys all 
outdoor activities, particularly mountaineering, 
hill walking and skiing. He is a keen runner and 
cyclist and enjoys cricket, football and tennis 
(having coached for several years).

He enjoys traditional music and plays guitar 
and mandolin in a ceilidh band.

NOTABLE CASES
•  R v Edge and Others (Operation Windle)

Large scale drugs operation in Wigan. Case 
involved the coordination of a large amount 
of surveillance evidence gathered as part of a 
covert police operation.

•  R v Roberts
Systematic, historic abuse of several 
vulnerable children. Part of the evidence 
involved the use of old audio tapes made by 
the defendant. Th e tapes had to be expertly 
enhanced and equipment organised so that 
they could be clearly understood. In addition 
to this, each of the witnesses had their own 
vulnerabilities and required carful assistance 
in tendering their evidence.

•  R v D
Attempted abduction of a child by mentally 
disordered defendant.
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•  R v McGoldrick
Multi million pound fraud perpetrated by 
solicitor against disabled client and fi nance 
companies, lead by leading junior. Th e 
defendant was ultimately convicted on all 
counts. Post conviction there were protracted 
confi scation proceedings and ultimately 
appeals to the Court of Appeal.

•  R v Harper and Shawcross
Two defendants convicted of planting 
improvised explosive devices in a town 
centre. Th e trial involved the presentation of a 
large amount of scientifi c evidence in relation 
to the composition of each device and the 
evidence linking the component parts to the 
defendants.

•  R v Alim
Prosecution of defendant responsible for 
abducting and raping teenage girl.

•  R v Allison
Prosecution of antique dealer television 
personality guilty of attempting to export 
rhino horn to China. High profi le case 
involving a good deal of media attention.

•  R v Ward
Defence of man charged with allegation of 
historic buggery of a young boy.

•  R v Morris
Prosecution of defendant responsible for the 
sexual assault of vulnerable female involving 
use of intermediary to assist the complainant 
to give evidence at trial.


