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Commercial & Property

In the highly competitive and specialised fi elds 
in which the members of this Group practise, it 
is important that you fi nd the barrister with the 
right expertise for the particular case. Th ough 
some may pretend otherwise, one barrister 
cannot be right for every case. Th e purpose 
of this brochure is to show the breadth of 
expertise that this Group can off er you and to 
help you fi nd the right barrister for your case.

For those of you that already instruct members 
of the Group regularly, the brochure will 
introduce you to other members of the Group 
who you may not have instructed before. Th e 
experience that we have to off er has been 
greatly enhanced by the new members who 
have joined us in the last year, particularly, in 
the area of housing. I am confi dent that there 
are now few cases that would be outside our 
collective expertise.

Of course, whether you instruct us occasionally 
or regularly, we will always strive to ensure 
the best outcome for your client and provide 

you with a service that meets your particular 
needs. We will aim to give advice that is not 
pre-occupied with the legal technicalities 
but takes account of and seeks to achieve the 
client’s own objectives as far as possible. We 
are well aware of your need for practical advice 
given in a clear and uncomplicated way. We 
will explore all means of resolving your client’s 
dispute including the use of ADR. And, if 
there are court proceedings, we will work with 
you to pursue the client’s case vigorously to a 
successful conclusion.

Finally, I commend to you our much-praised 
clerking team led by Tony Morrissey and Chris 
Swan. Our responsive and effi  cient clerking 
team has been vital to the continuing success 
of this Group. If you want to know more about 
the Group or individual barristers within the 
Group, they will be able to answer all your 
questions.

David Gilchrist
Head of Commercial and Property Group
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GERAINT JONES QC

YEAR OF CALL
1976, Middle Temple

QUEEN’S COUNSEL
2001

EDUCATION
Jesus College, Cambridge MA (Cantab)

ASSOCIATIONS
Chancery Bar Association, Professional 
Negligence Bar Association, COMBAR, 
Wales Commercial Law Association

APPOINTMENTS
Queen’s Counsel 2001
Chairman: Wales Commercial Law Association 
(2000–2002)
Member: Judicial Panel of the International 
Rugby Board
Member of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators
Part-Time Chairman Immigration Appeals 
Tribunal

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Chancery
Commercial Disputes
Professional Negligence
Environmental Law
Public Law
Arbitration

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Chancery work: especially real property, 
mortgages, trusts, company, insolvency and 
partnership litigation. Commercial disputes: 
contract, transport & travel law, banking and 
product liability.
Professional negligence & sports law. 
Environmental law. Public law (including 
misfeasance in public offi  ce). Arbitrations in 
commercial and real property matters.

PROFILE
Geraint Jones has pursued a substantial 
Chancery, commercial and professional 
negligence practice over many years and has 
specialised in these fi elds for some 15 years 
or more. Reported decisions include: Wales 
Tourist Board v Roberts (Th e Times 10 January 
1987); Harris v Welsh Development Agency 
[1999] 3 EGLR 207; Ford v GKR Construction 
[2000] 1WLR 1097; Havenledge v Graeme John 
& Ptnrs [2001] PNLR 17; White v Chubb [2003] 
1 EGLR 9 and most recently UCB v Williams 
[2003] 1 P&CR 12 (C/A: BCCI v Aboody not 
followed on causation in actual undue infl uence 
cases); Alpha Lettings Ltd v Neptune Research 
& Development Inc [2003] EWCA Civ 704 
(period of notice to terminate a distributorship 

agreement); Credit & Mercantile plc v Marks 
[2005] Ch 81 (sub-mortgages); Howie v 
Richardson (Th e Times 10 September 2004) 
(aggravated damages).

EXPERIENCE
•  Formerly junior counsel of choice for 

Solicitors’ Indemnity Fund for South Wales 
area (real property/conveyancing matters).

•  Advisory and advocacy work for Th e 
Environment Agency & Dept the 
Environment, Food and Rural Aff airs.

•  Advisory and advocacy work for Sony (U.K.) 
Ltd; Texaco plc; Associated British Ports; 
Templar Properties Ltd; Eagle Star (Axa); 
Land Authority for Wales.

•  Advisory and advocacy work for numerous 
local authorities.

•  Litigation relating to all aspects of real 
property disputes, mortgages and trusts.

•  Advising upon & draft ing standard 
contractual conditions for trade association 
members.

OTHER CHAMBERS
Tanfi eld Chambers, 2–5 Warwick Court, 
London WC1R 5DJ
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“An acknowledged expert in 
the niche area of religious 
liberty. A lawyer with 
many years experience of 
ecclesiastical law, he handles 
a number of cases involving 
Article 9 of the European 
Convention on Human 
Rights.”
Chambers UK Leaders at the 
Bar 2011

“An acknowledged expert in 
ecclesiastical law. He regularly 
appears in Consistory 
Courts, the Court of Arches 
and various ecclesiastical 
tribunals.”
Chambers UK Leaders at the 
Bar 2010

YEAR OF CALL
1987. Queen’s Counsel 2009

EDUCATION
King’s College, University of London 
(1983–1986) LLB, AKC; Cardiff  University 
(1992–1994) LLM (Canon Law)

ASSOCIATIONS
Western Circuit (Executive Committee 

1997–2002); Personal Injury Bar 
Association; Professional Negligence 
Bar association; Human Rights Lawyers 
Association; Ecclesiastical Law Society; 
Anglican-Roman Catholic Colloquium of 
Canon Lawyers; European Consortium 
for Church and State Research (Standing 
Committee since 2008); International 
Consortium for Law and Religion Studies; 
Interfaith Legal Advisers Network

MARK HILL QC

APPOINTMENTS
Recorder on the Midland Circuit
Chancellor of the Diocese of Chichester
Chancellor of the Diocese in Europe
Deputy Chancellor of the Dioceses of York and 
Blackburn
Honorary Professor of Law, Centre for Law and 
Religion, Cardiff  University
Editor of the Ecclesiastical Law Journal
Visiting Fellow, Emmanuel College, University 
of Cambridge
Member of the Legal Advisory Commission of 
the General Synod of the Church of England

PROFILE
Since taking silk in 2009, Mark Hill has 
established a broad and varied common law 
practice with an emphasis on civil litigation 
and an acknowledged expertise in ecclesiastical 
law. His particular specialisms are judicial 
review, personal injury, costs and planning 
cases, and he is regularly retained in these 
practice areas both in an advisory capacity and 
as an advocate in the higher courts. He has an 
international reputation on matters of religious 
liberty and oft en acts in disputes involving faith 
communities. He is an accredited mediator, 
trained by the ADR Group, and is a Legal 
Assessor with the General Medical Council.

NOTABLE CASES
•  National Employers’ Mutual Insurance 

Company Limited v Jones [1990] 1 AC 24, 
House of Lords

•  Pacifi c Associates v Baxter [1990] 1QB 993, 
Court of Appeal

•  Re Blagdon Cemetery [2002] Fam 299, Court 
of Arches

•  R (J and P) v West Sussex County Council 
[2002] 2 FLR 1192, High Court Sullivan J

•  Parochial Church Council of Aston Cantlow v 
Wallbank [2004] 1 AC 546, House of Lords

•  Stretch v United Kingdom (2004) 38 EHRR 12, 
European Court of Human Rights

•  R (Swindon Borough Council) v Swindon 
Justices [2004] EWHC 2240, Administrative 
Court

•  Kuenyehia v International Hospitals Group 
Limited (2006)  Times, 17 February, Court of 
Appeal

•  R (on the application of HM Coroner) v 
Secretary of State for Justice [2009] EWHC 
1974, Administrative Court, Laws LJ and 
Tugendhat J

•  Greater Manchester Police v Power [2009] 
UKEAT 0434, Employment Appeal Tribunal

•  Holliday v Musa [2010] EWCA Civ 335, Court 
of Appeal

•  His Holiness Sant Baba Jeet Singh Ji Maharaj v 
Singh [2010] EWHC 1294, High Court, Eady J

•  Re Holy Trinity, Eccleshall [2010] 31 July, 
Court of Arches

PUBLICATIONS
•  Ecclesiastical Law, Th ird Edition (Oxford 

University Press, 2007)
•  English Canon Law (co-editor) (University of 

Wales Press, Cardiff  1998)
•  Religious Liberty and Human Rights (editor) 

(University of Wales Press, 2002)
•  Jowitt’s Dictionary of English Law (specialist 

contributing editor) (Sweet & Maxwell, 2010)
•  Butterworths Costs Service (editor of section 

on Counsel’s Remuneration) (Butterworths, 
2010)

•  Religion Law (International Encyclopaedia of 
Laws (Leuven, 2010)
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KARIM SABRY

YEAR OF CALL
1992 Inner Temple

EDUCATION
BA( Hons) University of Central 
Lancashire

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Landlord & Tenant
Housing
Personal Injury

PRACTICE PROFILE
Karim Sabry’s Landlord &Tenant/Housing 
practice includes:

•  Possession proceedings;

•  Anti-Social Behaviour Orders;

•  Disrepair including Environmental 
Protection Act proceedings;

•  Unlawful eviction;

•  Disability Discrimination;

•  Harassment and racial harassment;

•  Housing benefi t;

•  Homelessness, including proceedings under 
the Housing Act1996/Homelessness Act 2002.

Karim is regularly instructed by various local 
authorities and housing associations in the 
North of England.
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ROBERT DARBYSHIRE

YEAR OF CALL
1995, Lincoln’s Inn

EDUCATION
MA, Christ Church, Oxford
LLM, Kings College, London University

ASSOCIATIONS
Chancery Bar Association
Northern Chancery Bar Association
North West Housing Law Practitioners’ 
Group

AREAS OF PRACTICE
General Property
Commercial
Landlord & Tenant
Housing
Banking

PRACTICE PROFILE
•  Commercial Disputes

Including sale and supply of goods, 
misrepresentation, invoice recovery, retention 
of title, intellectual property, agency, carriage 
of goods and general contract.

•  Consumer Credit
Including the recovery of property.

•  Probate
Disputes over the administration of estates 
and Inheritance Act applications.

•  Property
Damage to property, boundary disputes, 
applications under the Access to 
Neighbouring Land Act and building 
disputes.

•  Landlord & Tenant
Both domestic and commercial including 
possession applications, forfeiture and 
applications for new tenancies under the 
Landlord & Tenant Act 1954.

•  Housing
Claimant and Defendant disrepair, possession 
and “nuisance neighbour” cases for private 
and Local Authority clients including the 
leading cases of Wallace v Manchester 
City Council (1998) 30 HLR 1111, New 
Charter Housing v Ashcroft  [2004] HLR 36, 
Manchester City Council v Romano [2004] 4 
A11 ER 21.

•  Mortgages & Banking
Barclays Bank v O’Brien cases, constructive 
trusts and damage to reputation through 

negligent credit references for borrowers/
commercial lenders.

•  Company & Partnership
Director’s disqualifi cation, re-instatement of 
liquidated companies, Section 459 petitions 
and insolvent partnership.

•  Bankruptcy & Insolvency
Including complex and simple winding up, 
voluntary arrangements, annulments and 
appeals.
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KIRSTY McKINLAY

YEAR OF CALL
2001, Lincoln’s Inn

EDUCATION
LL.B (Hons), University of Newcastle 
Upon Tyne
Hardwicke Entrance Award 
(Lincoln’s Inn)

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury
Insurance Fraud
Clinical Negligence
Costs Litigation
Commercial

PROFILE
Following her call to the Bar, Kirsty undertook 
a 12-month employed pupillage with Patrick 
Walker in Hammonds solicitors’ in-house 
advocacy unit. Working with Patrick Walker 
and Penny Belcher she gained considerable 
experience in a variety of diff erent areas of 
commercial litigation. Kirsty has continued 
to undertake commercial work at the self 
employed bar and is noted for her thorough 
written work, detailed preparation and 
attention to detail. Kirsty endeavours to 
combine a professional attitude with a friendly 
and approachable style and is known for 
providing fi rm and clear advice.

Kirsty’s commercial practice includes 
contractual disputes and debt recovery. She 
also has experience of mortgage possession and 
shortfall actions.
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YEAR OF CALL
2005, Inner Temple

EDUCATION
Postgraduate Diploma in Law, College of 
Law
BA (Hons) Psychology, Philosophy and 
Physiology, Keble College Oxford

ASSOCIATIONS
Professional Negligence Bar Association
Personal Injury Bar Association

HANNAH HAINES

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Building and Construction
Commercial
Clinical Negligence
Personal Injury

PRACTICE PROFILE
Hannah Haines practises in the following areas:

•  Construction and Building
Contractual and Professional negligence

•  Contract
Consumer credit and sale of goods

•  Possession Proceedings
Residential possession proceedings

•  Alternative Dispute Resolution
Arbitration and adjudication
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CIVIL CLERKS

DIARY MANAGEMENT TEAM

CLERKING ADMINISTRATION TEAM

Jane Slingsby
Admin Team Leader
jane.slingsby@9sjs.com
0161 955 5103

Joe Turner
Junior Civil Clerk
joe.turner@9sjs.com
0161 955 5106

Daniel Fantham
Deputy Senior Civil Clerk
daniel.fantham@9sjs.com
0161 955 5161

Julia Lanza
Diary Manager
julia.lanza@9sjs.com
0161 955 5123

Tony Morrissey
Senior Civil Clerk
tony.morrissey@9sjs.com
0161 955 5176

Peadar McKinstry
Family and Civil Clerk
ped.mckinstry@9sjs.com
0161 955 5104
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