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We are committed to providing excellence in
legal advice and advocacy for all our clients and
in all areas of the criminal law. There are now
21 members of the Criminal Group including

4 silks.

We provide a comprehensive service from

the earliest stage of proceedings (including
pre-charge advice), to the House of Lords in

all areas of the Northern Circuit and beyond.
Members of Chambers have also advised and
represented clients in relation to prison law and
parole.

Member of Chambers are instructed by most of
the major defence solicitors in the North West
as well as by the Crown Prosecution Service,
HM Revenue and Customs, The Asset Recovery
Agency and Serious Organised Crime Agency.
We also have members who specialise in such
areas as cash seizure and other ancillary orders
such as Anti Social Behaviour Orders and Sex
Offender Orders.

Michael Leeming and Jamie Hamilton act as
victim advocates in the Crown Court.

We have published defence service standards,
which represent the minimum standards to
which the barristers in the team are committed.

We offer modern IT and video-conferencing
facilities in our newly refurbished conference
suite. We are able to offer facilities for video-
conferences with prisons with the co-operation
of the prison service.

We are authorised by the Law Society to give
accredited seminars for CPD purposes and
provide training for defence solicitors on topics
connected with the criminal law.

If you are interested in receiving such training
please contact our Senior Criminal Clerk, Chris
Swann.

Nicholas S Clarke QC
Head of Criminal Group
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RODERICK CARUS QC

Comfortable with all manner
of criminal cases, he is
perhaps best at frauds as his
business background gives
him “the edge when tackling
dense, number crunching
types of cases”

Chambers & Partners 2009

Roderick Carus QCisa
superior performer with a
strong white-collar practice.
Listed as Leading Silk in
Chambers & Partners
Directory 2007.

Mr Carus is listed as a
“Leading Silk” in Chambers &
Partners 2006

“Undisputed big gun with a
thriving white-collar crime
practice”

Chambers & Partners 2006

“A very persuasive advocate
and a lovely man to boot”
Chambers & Partners 2005

Roderick Carus QCisa
superior performer with a
strong white-collar practice.
Listed as Leading Silk in
Chambers & Partners
Directory 2007.
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YEAR OF CALL
1971 Gray’s Inn

QUEEN’S COUNSEL
1990

APPOINTMENTS
Queen’s Counsel
Recorder

WORK EXPERIENCE
Financial Controller to Leading Merchant Bank
1966-1970

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law Specialist

Commercial Accountancy & Banking
Experience

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Roderick Carus, by reason of his business

school quali cation where he specialised in
nance and accountancy and his employment

in merchant banking, is able to bring

exceptional forensic skills to cases involving

false accounting, fraudulent trading etc.

He has moreover a formidable reputation as
an advocate which has enabled him to forge a
highly successful career in all areas of criminal
work ranging from o ences of a violent and
sexual nature to work under the Trade Marks
Act 1994 and the Copyright, Patents and
Designs Act 1988.

As a result of his banking background Mr
Carus is able to deal with complex balance
sheets, analysis of company gures and is
familiar with accounting conventions so is the
ideal choice for any case involving companies
and fraudulent trading.

He has prosecuted the Directors of a bank

in the Isle of Man with four others for a
conspiracy to defraud the shareholders of a
property development company and has also
dealt with money laundering and con scation
cases arising out of drug tra cking.

Mr Carus recently successfully prosecuted
two Directors of Railtrack on a corporate
manslaughter charge and has extensive

EDUCATION

Oxford Law Degree (University College)
Post-Graduate of Manchester Business
School specialising in Finance &
Accountancy

experience of both prosecuting and defending
homicide cases.

He is well known on the Northern Circuit as a
leading criminal practitioner and his reputation
helps him enjoy a busy practice.

NOTABLE CASES

« Successfully defended in a high pro le urban
terrorist case concerning two young men who
were charged with conspiracy to cause mass
murder by replicating the Columbine High
School Massacre in America

OTHER CHAMBERS
Bank House Chambers, Old Bank House,
Hartshead, She eld S12EL.
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YEAR OF CALL
1975, Lincoln’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons), Liverpool University

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Having practised in Manchester for over twenty
years, Paul McDonald was pleased to be invited
to join 9 St John Street’s Criminal Team in the
summer of 2001. Now practising exclusively

in criminal law, though with a wide interest in
many elds, he has considerable experience at
all levels of criminal work both at  rst instance
and on appeal.

His experience includes the full use of child
video-link facilities at trial and the defence of
serious sexual o ences and other serious crime
of all types. He has worked with and against
Leaders and has led more junior members of
the Bar in trial work.

In the course of his practice, Mr McDonald

has defended cases in courts from Carlisle to
Plymouth and Canterbury and thoroughly
enjoys the challenge of di  cult and unusual
cases. As such, he is keen to provide a
comprehensive service for his clients at all
levels and is prepared to conduct conferences at
solicitors’ o  ces in Manchester or convenient
locations elsewhere when required.

Fully computer literate, Mr McDonald is
willing to accept instructions and tender advice
by e-mail or computer disk.

Married with teenage children, Mr McDonald
has a sound knowledge of all aspects of
contemporary life and aims to provide a
practical and sound legal service to his clients.
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YEAR OF CALL
1987

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons), She eld University

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law
Health & Safety Law

PROFILE

Mr Monaghan specialises in criminal law
and has substantial experience in serious
crime, in particular relating to fraud, serious
violence and sexual matters. He is a category
4 prosecutor and is also instructed by defence
solicitors, particularly in matters involving
detailed and complicated nancial issues.

He has dealt with a number of murders of
children and babies — particularly ‘baby
shaking’ type cases, which have involved both
di cult and complex medical matters and also
advising on matters relating to the serious case
reviews which followed. He has represented
both the defence and the Prosecution in all
other types of serious violence including
murder, manslaughter, armed robbery and
rearms cases.

Mr Monaghan has dealt with many cases
involving controlled drugs, including large
scale importation, distribution and supply,
and regularly deals with cases of high value
fraud, the and money laundering. He

has considerable experience in the area of
disclosure which iso endi cultin cases of
this sort

He has represented the Crown and the defence

in a large number of cases involving sexual

allegations, including examining and cross

examining child witnesses on video.

Current and previous cases include:

* ‘Operation Je erson’ — multi-million pound
conspiracy to import drugs, ‘supergrass
witness’;

* R v McCluney — child murder;

e R v Stoker — child murder;

* R v Wong & Liu — child murder;

* R v May and Halligan — large scale fraud
on creditors by owners of cigarette vending
company

R v Broadbent ¢ Holmes — drug related
kidnapping (Lancashire complex casework
unit)

R v Domville & Others — Operation Sunrise —
9 handed conspiracy to rob;

R v Barratt & Others — Operation Recessed
— (8 handed conspiracy to rob — Manchester
complex casework unit)

R v Kiely — attempt murder, armed robbery
(without a leader);

R v Hill & Livesley — attempt murder (without
a leader).
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YEAR OF CALL
1988, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB, Manchester University

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Called to the Bar in 1988 at 35 years of age, Mr
Fitzpatrick began a second career in the law,
having been a serving police o cer for 14 years
in various disciplines and retiring in the rank of
sergeant. Since his call he has brought a mature
and experienced approach to his work at the
Bar obtained through his time spent in the
police service.

Mr Fitzpatrick has built up a strong practice
specialising in criminal defence work and is
consistently instructed in serious and complex
cases of all types. He has been involved in
several high pro le and important cases,
including representing the rst defendant
under the age of 14 to be prosecuted for rape.
He represented a defendant in a landmark case
which involved endangering an aircra in ight
by the use of a mobile phone and has acted for
Defendants on terrorist charges tried at the
Central Criminal Court.
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YEAR OF CALL
1991, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons), University of Liverpool

ASSOCIATIONS
Criminal Bar Association

APPOINTMENTS
Recorder

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Darren Preston practises exclusively in
criminal law, representing both the defence and
prosecution in all areas. He has dealt with cases
of considerable complexity and seriousness
such as:

sexual o ences including rape and indecent
assault;

serious violent o ences, including
manslaughter, armed robbery and attempted
murder;

large scale drug tra cking and importations;

0 ences against the Revenue such as
signi cant cigarette and alcohol importations;

money-laundering;

signi cant trade mark and trades description
cases.

is work has involved him working with
Leading Counsel and he has appeared before
the Court of Appeal on a number of occasions
in appeals and references by the Attorney-
General.

Darren Preston has experience and success in
arguments involving public interest immunity,
abuse of process and tness to plead and is
well-versed in issues arising under the Human
Rights Act 1998. He has on many occasions
been involved in trials using video-link
evidence and the evidence of children, in both
prosecution and defence cases. A particular
area of expertise and interest involves drugs
importations and other Revenue and Customs
matters.

Darren has also acted as independent Counsel
in inspections of documents about which
defendants in document-heavy and complex
cases are making claims for Legal Professional
Privilege.

He is willing to conduct conferences at times
and locations to suit Instructing Solicitors and
is committed to maintaining the high standards
of the 9 St John Street Criminal Team.

NOTABLE CASES

e R v Miller and others; junior prosecuting
counsel in the largest Trading Standards
prosecution undertaken nationwide

 Operation Buckeye; leading Junior Counsel
in multi-million pound alcohol diversion
involving 7 defendants.

* R v Range and others; prosecuting counsel in
persistent conspiracy to import cocaine from
Caribbean, resulting in sentences totalling
over 70 years for 7 defendants.

« Operation Installbox; junior prosecution
counsel in 3 month diversion fraud.

e R v Veitch; prosecution Counsel in high-
pro le manslaughter.

e Rv Ali and others. Prosecuting Counsel in
multi-handed cigarette diversion, including
5-day con scation proceedings.
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CASES OF NOTE

R. v. Alcock and Flanagan— Junior Counsel in
a trial concerning the murder of a baby where
both mother and boyfriend were accused of
murder and allowing the death of a child.

Unsworth v. DPP — Matter heard by the
Divisional Court upon the issue of lawful
excuse in criminal damage.

R. v. Najib — Sole counsel instructed to
prosecute this allegation of attempted murder
where there were tness to plead issues. e
defendant was represented by leading and
junior counsel

R. v. Morrison — Junior counsel prosecuting
in a multiple complainant rape trial. s case
attracted a great deal of media interest as the
defendant was serving a sentence for falsely
posing as an expert witness.

R. v. Saghir — Sole counsel instructed to
prosecute a contested attempted murder trial.

R. v. Hussein — Causing death by dangerous
driving trial involving complex and contested
scienti c evidence.

R. v. Ward — Historic rape and sexual abuse
case involving seven complainants.

R. v. Pomfret and Others — Defended in respect
of two separate high value conspiracies.

R. v. Nham, Ke and Ngo Tu - Junior Counsel
instructed to defend the third defendant who
was being tried for conspiracy to rob, alongside
her co-accused who were also indicted for
triple murder.
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YEAR OF CALL
2001, Inner Temple

EDUCATION

BA (Hons) First Class, University of
Warwick (1989)

Post-graduate Diploma in Law (2000)

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Major Scholarship (Inner Temple, 2000)

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Alison Heyworth spent 8 years as a lecturer in
Paris before returning to her native Manchester
to pursue a career at the Bar.

She came to Chambers as a pupil to Nicholas
Clarke and, having successfully completed a
12 months pupillage, practises in all areas of
criminal law.

Miss Heyworth is regularly instructed by both
the Crown Prosecution Service and defence
solicitors in cases of robbery (including armed
robbery), large-scale street violence, domestic
violence, deception o ences (ranging from the
from employer to large-scale conspiracies to
defraud), child cruelty and rearms o ences.

She has been instructed in recent years as
junior counsel in multi-handed cases of
manslaughter, attempted murder, armed
robbery and conspiracy to rob.

Miss Heyworth is also instructed regularly by
the Greater Manchester Police to advise in and
conduct applications in respect of licensing,
forfeiture of proceeds of crime, Sexual O ences
Prevention Orders, Risk of Sexual Harm
Orders, Football Banning Orders and “crack
house” Closure Orders.

She also works regularly for the Serious
Organised Crime Agency, particularly in
Proceeds of Crime Act applications.

Miss Heyworth not only worked as a lecturer in
France for some years, she has also conducted
advocacy masterclasses on the Bar Vocational
Course at Manchester Metropolitan University
and for 2 years during her tenancy ran the
Citizenship Foundation Bar Mock Trials
Competition, the nal of which took place at
Minshull Street Crown Court.
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YEAR OF CALL
2009, Middle Temple

EDUCATION
BA Law Durham University

PROFILE

Graham Robinson is a former solicitor
(Qualified 1988) who has specialised in
criminal law throughout his career. Initially he
defended and prosecuted (he was instructed
regularly as an agent for the CPS) before the
magistrates court but in 1997 he became one of
the first solicitors to qualify as a Crown Court
Advocate.

Since then he has undertaken the complete
range of criminal work. He has been led in

2 murders including a baby shaking case
involving complex medical evidence. He
appeared as the sole advocate in 2 separate
cases of attempted murder and many cases of
rape and other sexual offences. He has gained
substantial experience in examining child
witnesses. On one occasion the complainant
was 5 years of age.

He has been involved on behalf of the defence
in several cases arising from undercover police
operations into drug dealing and his last case
as a solicitor was a 4 week trial alleging a
conspiracy to import several million pounds
worth of heroin.

He has appeared on numerous occasions
before the Court of Appeal and Divisional
Court. Two notable cases are R v Llewellyn
and others (2006) 4ALLER1012 a leading case
on the dangerous provisions of the Criminal
Justice Act 2003 and R v Whittle 2007 2CAR(s)
111 in which he successfully argued against
the imposition of a Travel Restriction Order.
He has also successfully appealed against the
making of an Anti Social Behaviour Order an
area in which he has developed something of
an expertise.

Graham Robinson developed a reputation as an
excellent solicitor advocate and was frequently
instructed by other firms. His many years
experience as a solicitor and ultimately senior
partner of his firm give him an unrivalled

understanding of the requirements of solicitors
and of client care.

He has forged close links with a sixth form
college local to his home in Lancashire and
has assisted the students in the National
Bar mooting competition as well as recently
accompanying a party to Washington DC.

He is a keen cricketer. Sadly a keenness not
matched by ability.









CRIMINAL CLERKS

Chris Swann

Senior Criminal Clerk
chris.swann@9sjs.com
0161 955 5172

07977 490340

JUNIOR CRIMINAL CLERKS

Andy Leech Anthony Brown

Junior Criminal Clerk Junior Criminal Clerk
andy.leech@9sjs.com anthony.brown@9sjs.com
0161 955 5105 0161 955 5107
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