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availability of counsel and the clerks
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Family & Mental Health

e Family & Mental Health Group is
committed to providing a specialist and
accessible service to all our clients. We o era
wealth of experience in all areas of Family and
Child Care Law and related work, giving expert
legal advice and representation in both the
Public and Private Law jurisdictions.

We provide a comprehensive service from the
earliest stage of proceedings to the House of
Lords and practice in all areas of the Northern
Circuit and beyond. All practitioners are
members of the Family Law Bar Association
and keep abreast of the latest developments in
this growing legal eld.

Members of the team also practise in the area
of Mental Health Law. ey appear for both
Trusts/Authorities and Patients in the Court
of Protection and before the Mental Health
Review Tribunal.

e work undertaken includes:
» Adoption
 Ancillary Relief
e Appeals
« Care Proceedings
* Child Abduction
« Cohabitee’s Property Disputes
e Community Care
 Contact and Residence
« Disclosure
« Divorce, Nullity and Judicial Separation
» Domestic Violence and Applications under
the Family Law Act 1996
Inherent Jurisdiction of the High Court
Inheritance (Provision for Family and
Dependants) Act 1975
* Injunctions
Judicial Review
» Mental Health
« Parental Responsibility Applications
* Paternity Disputes
« Property and Financial Provision
* Public Interest Immunity
e Wardship

Chambers has recently been refurbished and

o ers impressive and extensive conference and
seminar facilities (including state of the art
video conferencing).

e Family & Mental Health Group accept
instructions on behalf of Local Authorities,
Police Authorities, NHS Trusts, parents and
other family members, children/Guardians and
the O cial Solicitor.

e members of the Group pride themselves
not only on their high professional
standards but also on their accessibility
and approachability. e Group embodies
a teamwork approach and strives to ensure
continuity of Counsel for all clients/cases.

We are authorised by the Law Society to give
accredited seminars for CPD purposes, and
provide training for Local Authority Social
Workers, the police and medics in respect of
giving evidence and their role within family
proceedings.
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CHRISTINE RILEY

Head of Ancillary Relief Group ASSOCIATIONS
Family Law Bar Association
YEAR OF CALL Child Concern

1974, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION

Bury Grammar School

LLB, Manchester University

College of Law, Chancery Lane, London

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Ancillary Relief

Child care (public and private law)
Divorce

PRACTICE

Christine Riley has practised exclusively at
the Family Bar for many years. Her practice
encompasses most aspects of family law
including divorce and ancillary relief, public
and private child care work. She practises
mainly on the Northern Circuit in the High
Court and County Court but also travels
further a eld.

Divorce and Ancillary Relief

She has a particular interest and expertise in
ancillary relief and divorce. She is instructed by
Solicitors throughout the Circuit and beyond in
big/medium ancillary relief claims.

Public Law

She has extensive experience in child care

work and regularly acts for Guardians, Local
Authorities, parents and others. She acts in
cases of physical and sexual abuse, neglect and
cases involving parents with learning di culties
and mental health di culties.

Private Law

Her experience in private child care work is
considerable. As well as residence and contact
disputes she acts in emergency proceedings,
including child abduction cases.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For further information please contact Daniel

Fantham, Senior Family Clerk, 0161 955 5161 or
000
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YEAR OF CALL
1993, Inner Temple

EDUCATION
LL.B (Hons) Brunel University

Graham Bailey handles
complex nancial matters and
is particularly recommended
for cases where assets are held
overseas.

Legal 500 2011
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RACHAEL HEPPENSTALL

“At 9 St John Street, the

‘feisty’ Gillian Irving QC,
Rachael Heppenstall and Sara
Lewis are recommended for
childcare work.”

Legal 500 2011

“Excellent in cases involving
children and vulnerable
clients”

Legal 500 2011

“Is hands on and very good
with vulnerable clients”
Legal 500 2008

Rachael Heppenstall “is a very
experienced and respected
children law practitioner”
Legal 500 2007

Rachael Heppenstall “has an
excellent way with clients’ and
has developed her children
practice well”

Legal 500 2006
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YEAR OF CALL
1997, Middle Temple

EDUCATION

BSc (Hons) Law & German, University of

Surrey

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Middle Temple Winston Churchill Prize
1997

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
All aspects of Child Care Law

Child Abduction

Private Family Law

Mental Health

PRACTICE

Miss Heppenstall completed a specialist
family pupillage and practiced on the North
Eastern Circuit until joining 9 St John Street
in December 2000. Her practice is dedicated
family law children work with both public and
private law experience — the emphasis being
upon all aspects of child care work and more
particularly care and adoption proceedings.

In public law children proceedings, Miss
Heppenstall regularly advises and acts on
behalf of Local Authorities, parents, children,
the O cial Solicitor and intervenors. She
has appeared at all levels up to and including
the Court of Appeal. She has considerable
experience in cases involving non-accidental
injury, physical/sexual abuse, parents with
signi cant learning and/or mental health

di culties, and immigration issues.

She is also instructed on behalf of Police
Authorities/Local Authorities and NHS Trusts
in disclosure and public interest immunity
applications in both the family and criminal
jurisdictions.

She acts for parents, grandparents and
Guardians in private law children proceedings,
particularly abduction/ leave to remove from
the jurisdiction cases and matters involving
forced marriage.

Miss Heppenstall has been and continues to be
involved in accredited training for Solicitors
and Local Authorities.

ASSOCIATIONS
Family Law Bar Association
Child Concern

NOTABLE CASES

Greater Manchester Chief Constable v KI &
Anor (Children) & Ors [2007] EWHC 1837
(Fam)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For further information please contact Daniel
Fantham, Senior Family Clerk, 0161 955 5161 or
Junior Family Clerk, Peadar McKinstry 0161
955 5104.
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JANE MABON

YEAR OF CALL
1998, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION

LLB, University of Birmingham

ASSOCIATIONS
Family Law Bar Association
Personal Injury Bar Association

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Family Law
Personal Injury

PRACTICE

Jane Mabon’s practice is split between family
law and personal injury with a bias towards
family law.

Miss Mabon has experience in all areas of
family law with an emphasis on private law
children work and ancillary relief. She conducts
cases in both the County and High Courts as
well as appearing in the Family Proceedings
Courts.

In private law proceedings she has received
instructions in a wide range of cases for
parents, step-parents, grandparents and other
extended family members. She regularly acts
in protracted contact and residence disputes,
many with allegations of physical or sexual
abuse, and many involving the instruction

of specialist contact agencies and/or expert
witnesses.

In ancillary relief proceedings Miss Mabon
has experience in cases ranging from those
involving assets of a fairly modest value

to those involving more substantial assets,

including properties abroad. She is keen to
expand her practice in this area.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For further information please contact Daniel
Fantham, Senior Family Clerk, 0161 955 5161 or
Junior Family Clerk, Peadar McKinstry 0161
955 5104.
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DAWN M THOMAS

YEAR OF CALL ASSOCIATIONS
2001, Lincolns Inn Family Law Bar Association

EDUCATION

LLB (Hons) She eld City Polytechnic
LL.M University of Central Lancashire

AWARDS
Droop Scholarship Award, Lincoln’s Inn,
2001

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Public Children

Private Children

Family Law Act 1996 proceedings

PRACTICE

Miss Thomas was called to the Bar as a mature
student and has practised almost exclusively

in family law since completing pupillage in
2003. Her experience has mainly been gained
representing parents and family members in
both Public and Private Child Law proceedings.
Her practice involves appearing in the Family
Proceedings Court, County Court and the High
Court.

In Public Child Law matters Miss Thomas

is usually instructed to represent parents or
family members in Child Care and Adoption
proceedings.

In Private Child Law matters Miss Thomas

is familiar with the full range of Section 8,
Children Act 1989 applications including
Specific Issue and Prohibited Steps applications
dealing with such matters as Change of Name
and Removal from the Jurisdiction.

Family Law Act 1996 proceedings also fall
within Miss Thomas’ field of practice and she is
experienced in dealing with Non-Molestation
applications, Committal Proceedings and
Occupation Orders.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For further information please contact Daniel
Fantham, Senior Family Clerk, 0161 955 5161 or
F Junior Family Clerk, Peadar McKinstry 0161
000 955 5104.
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CAROLINE R CURRY

YEAR OF CALL
2003, Middle Temple

EDUCATION

LLB, King’s College, London

ASSOCIATIONS
Family Law Bar Association
Child Concern

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Family law

PRACTICE
Miss Curry has experience in all areas of family
law.

Miss Curry represents parties in Divorce and
Ancillary Relief proceedings. Miss Curry is
keen to expand this area of her practice.

In addition, Miss Curry represents parties in
Family Law Act 1996 and private law Children
Act 1989 proceedings. Miss Curry is also
regularly instructed in disclosure and public
interest immunity applications in both the
family and criminal courts.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For further information please contact Daniel
Fantham, Senior Family Clerk, 0161 955 5161 or
Junior Family Clerk, Peadar McKinstry 0161
955 5104.
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Daniel Fantham

Deputy Senior Civil Clerk
daniel.fantham@9sjs.com
0161 955 5161

Peadar McKinstry
Family and Civil Clerk
ped.mckinstry@9sjs.com
0161 955 5104
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