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Criminal

We are committed to providing excellence in 
legal advice and advocacy for all our clients and 
in all areas of the criminal law. There are now 
21 members of the Criminal Group including 
4 silks.

We provide a comprehensive service from 
the earliest stage of proceedings (including 
pre-charge advice), to the House of Lords in 
all areas of the Northern Circuit and beyond. 
Members of Chambers have also advised and 
represented clients in relation to prison law and 
parole.

Member of Chambers are instructed by most of 
the major defence solicitors in the North West 
as well as by the Crown Prosecution Service, 
HM Revenue and Customs, The Asset Recovery 
Agency and Serious Organised Crime Agency. 
We also have members who specialise in such 
areas as cash seizure and other ancillary orders 
such as Anti Social Behaviour Orders and Sex 
Offender Orders.

Michael Leeming and Jamie Hamilton act as 
victim advocates in the Crown Court.

We have published defence service standards, 
which represent the minimum standards to 
which the barristers in the team are committed.

We offer modern IT and video-conferencing 
facilities in our newly refurbished conference 
suite. We are able to offer facilities for video-
conferences with prisons with the co-operation 
of the prison service.

We are authorised by the Law Society to give 
accredited seminars for CPD purposes and 
provide training for defence solicitors on topics 
connected with the criminal law.

If you are interested in receiving such training 
please contact our Senior Criminal Clerk, Chris 
Swann. 

2013

TOP TIER SET
2014

TOP TIER SET
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“Simply an excellent choice for 
serious criminal cases”
Chambers & Partners 2007

“a walking encyclopedia of 
legal knowledge”
Chambers & Partners 2009

Mr Garside is listed as a 
“Leading Silk” in Chambers & 
Partners 2006

“Unfl appable Charles Garside 
QC has worked on a number 
of high profi le crime trials in 
recent years”
Chambers & Partners 2006

“Mr Garside is regularly 
instructed in major trials, 
including gang-related 
murders, drugs and mortgage 
frauds”
Chambers & Partners 2005

Head of Chambers

YEAR OF CALL
1971, Gray’s Inn

QUEEN’S COUNSEL
1993

ASSOCIATIONS
Criminal Bar Association

CHARLES GARSIDE QC

APPOINTMENTS
Queen’s Counsel
Recorder

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal & Common Law Specialist
Local Authority Work

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Since his call to the bar in 1971 Charles Garside 
has conducted criminal cases of all kinds, both 
for the prosecution and the defence. In addition 
he has been involved in proceedings in the 
Divisional and other appellate Courts relating 
to anti-social behaviour orders and other quasi 
criminal matters.

In recent times he has dealt with cases 
involving the importation and distribution 
of large quantities of Class A drugs, serious 
organised criminal gangs alleged to have 
committed murder and other crimes including 
people traffi  cking, gang rape, mortgage and 
other fraud, money laundering and allegations 
against medical practitioners as well as less 
complicated cases involving serious criminal 
allegations.

He is experienced in conducting cases involving 
the electronic presentation of evidence and 
has devised schemes for the clear presentation 
of evidence in tabular form and for the 
presentation and examination of individual 
documents which were part of a large number, 
on screen.

He has prosecuted and defended in cases 
involving probe evidence and other evidence 
derived from techniques governed by the 
provisions of RIPA. He has also prosecuted a 
case in which the evidence included telephone 
intercepts from Germany.

Mr Garside has experience in cases involving 
breaches of health and safety legislation and 
intellectual property rights and has regularly 
appeared in applications for judicial review, 

other prerogative remedies and appeals by way 
of case stated, particularly involving human 
rights.

Mr Garside lectures regularly on topics 
connected with the criminal law, in particular 
corporate manslaughter and human rights law.

OTHER CHAMBERS
Bank House Chambers, Old Bank House, 
Hartshead, Sheffi  eld S1 2EL
9 Bedford Row, London WC1R 4AZ

NOTABLE CASES
•  R v Onobrackpeya (Th e prosecution of a 

solicitor for a £5m. Fraud.)

•  R v Charlton (Th e defence of a gas fi tter 
charged with gross negligence manslaughter)

•  R v C (Th e defence of a ten year old boy in 
connection with events in Edlington, South 
Yorkshire)

•  R v Phillipou (Th e defence of the organiser of 
a fraud in relation to sales of holidays. Th ere 
were countless victims, over 20,000 pages of 
exhibits and complex international fi nancial 
transactions to deal with.)

•  R v Ulcay and ors. (Th e prosecution of a gang 
of people smugglers. Th is case involved probe 
and surveillance evidence as well as evidence 
of telephone intercepts from Germany. It is 
also the leading Court of Appeal authority on 
the subject of the duty of counsel taking over 
a case at short notice and part way through.)

•  R v Glaves and ors. (Th e prosecution of a 
fraud involving the presentation of evidence 
of the analysis of over 1,200 tachograph discs. 
He helped devise a system of doing this on 
screen in a way that enabled both the witness 
and me to move a cursor to relevant parts of 
each disc.)
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•  R v O’Connor (Th e defence of a man accused 
with several others of gang rape)

•  R v Knaggs and ors. (Th e prosecution of a 
large gang of drug dealers involving probe 
evidence and sensitive disclosure issues.)

•  R v Kenworthy (Th e defence of a retired 
psychologist charged with historic indecent 
assaults on his patients)

•  R v Allahverdyan and ors. (Th e prosecution of 
a lage gang of Russian and Armenian men for 
rape, kidnap and other off ences)
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Comfortable with all manner 
of criminal cases, he is 
perhaps best at frauds as his 
business background gives 
him “the edge when tackling 
dense, number crunching 
types of cases.”
Chambers & Partners 2009

Roderick Carus QC is a 
superior performer with a 
strong white-collar practice. 
Listed as Leading Silk in 
Chambers & Partners 
Directory 2007.

Mr Carus is listed as a 
“Leading Silk” in Chambers & 
Partners 2006

“Undisputed big gun with a 
thriving white-collar crime 
practice”
Chambers & Partners 2006

“A very persuasive advocate 
and a lovely man to boot”
Chambers & Partners 2005

Roderick Carus QC is a 
superior performer with a 
strong white-collar practice. 
Listed as Leading Silk in 
Chambers & Partners 
Directory 2007.

RODERICK CARUS QC

YEAR OF CALL
1971 Gray’s Inn

QUEEN’S COUNSEL
1990

EDUCATION
Oxford Law Degree (University College)
Post-Graduate of Manchester Business 
School specialising in Finance & 
Accountancy

APPOINTMENTS
Queen’s Counsel
Recorder

WORK EXPERIENCE
Financial Controller to Leading Merchant Bank 
1966–1970

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law Specialist
Commercial Accountancy & Banking 
Experience

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Roderick Carus, by reason of his business 
school qualifi cation where he specialised in 
fi nance and accountancy and his employment 
in merchant banking, is able to bring 
exceptional forensic skills to cases involving 
false accounting, fraudulent trading etc.

He has moreover a formidable reputation as 
an advocate which has enabled him to forge a 
highly successful career in all areas of criminal 
work ranging from off ences of a violent and 
sexual nature to work under the Trade Marks 
Act 1994 and the Copyright, Patents and 
Designs Act 1988.

As a result of his banking background Mr 
Carus is able to deal with complex balance 
sheets, analysis of company fi gures and is 
familiar with accounting conventions so is the 
ideal choice for any case involving companies 
and fraudulent trading.

He has prosecuted the Directors of a bank 
in the Isle of Man with four others for a 
conspiracy to defraud the shareholders of a 
property development company and has also 
dealt with money laundering and confi scation 
cases arising out of drug traffi  cking.

Mr Carus recently successfully prosecuted 
two Directors of Railtrack on a corporate 
manslaughter charge and has extensive 

experience of both prosecuting and defending 
homicide cases.

He is well known on the Northern Circuit as a 
leading criminal practitioner and his reputation 
helps him enjoy a busy practice.

NOTABLE CASES
•  Successfully defended in a high profi le urban 

terrorist case concerning two young men who 
were charged with conspiracy to cause mass 
murder by replicating the Columbine High 
School Massacre in America

OTHER CHAMBERS
Bank House Chambers, Old Bank House, 
Hartshead, Sheffi  eld S1 2EL.

NINE ST JOHN CV CRIM.indd   9 14/01/2011   12:41
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“Simon Jackson QC Strongly 
recommended”
Legal 500 2011

“Simon Jackson QC has 
particular expertise in 
medically complex cases”
Legal 500 2010

“is extremely eff ective in cases 
with a complex technical 
element.”
Legal 500 2007–08

SIMON JACKSON QC

YEAR OF CALL
1982, Gray’s Inn

QUEEN’S COUNSEL
2003

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons), Unversity of Leeds

ASSOCIATIONS
Criminal Bar Association
Personal Injury Bar Association
Professional Negligence Bar Association

APPOINTMENTS
Queen’s Counsel 2003
Recorder 2004

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Crime
Health & Safety

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Crime
Prosecution: All aspects of criminal law: 
murder, manslaughter (including 3 corporate 
manslaughter cases, under common law), rape, 
fraud and other serious off ences. Nominated 
by the Attorney General for HM Revenue and 
Customs and the Health & Safety Executive. 
[See cases below] Experience of prosecutions 
based on complex scientifi c, medical and 
telecommunications evidence. Special interest 
in Public Interest Immunity cases and in 
disclosure generally; and in new methods of 
identifi cation (ear prints and facial mapping, 
see R v Dallagher below).

Defence: As above. In particular cases involving 
murder, ‘contract killing/honour’ killings, 
attempted murder and medical manslaughter. 
[See Legal 500 2010 entry: Simon Jackson 
QC has ‘…particular expertise in medically 
complex cases’. Acted for respondents in SIAC 
deportation hearings in London.

Health and Safety/Regulatory: Prosecuting and 
Defending Regulatory/HSE prosecutions (re: 
fatalities involving construction/scaff olding/
roofi ng/crane and plant hire and local authority 
operations and adventure activities). [See 
accompanying H&S CV]

RECENT CASES
•  R v Hayward [1999] Crim LR 71 (Confl ict of 

Laws UK/EU excise duty)
•  R v Hull Coroner for East Riding of Yorkshire 

and Kingston upon-Hull, ex parte Dawson & 
Others [2001] ACD 365 (Death in Custody, 
Administrative Review)

•  R v Dallagher [2002] EWCA Crim 1903 
(Admissibility of Expert Evidence: Ear Prints)

•  R v Stephen Christopher Makin [2004] EWCA 
Crim 1607 (Disclosure re Witnesses)

•  R v Shah Nawaz Pola [2009] EWCA Crim 655 
(CA) (Re: the defi nition of an ‘employee’ and 
‘employer’ in the context of ‘migrant workers’, 
under s53 of the Health and Safety at Work 
Act 1974)

•  R v Sam Whitehead [2009] CA (Unreported) 
(Re: the ‘requirement’ for an R v Turnbull 
direction where there is unchallenged 
identifi cation evidence.)

•  R v Berry and Crisp [2010] EWCA Crim 355 
(CA) (Re: the issues of so called ‘Double 
Recovery’ and ‘Abuse of Process’ in the 
context of monies seized and forfeited monies 
by Customs in the Magistrates Court prior to 
Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 proceedings in 
the Crown Court.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Article on Health and Safety: Archbold News 
Issue 4: May 2010: Feature Article: ‘Defi ning the 
terms ‘employer/employee’ under the Health 
and safety at Work Act 1974’

OTHER CHAMBERS
Park Court Chambers, 16 Park Place, 
Leeds LS1 2SJ

Temple Garden Chambers, Harcourt Buildings, 
Temple, London
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“9 St John Street’s Nicholas 
Clarke QC has a strong 
reputation for large-scale 
fraud work”
Legal 500 2013

“9 St John Street’s Nicholas 
Clarke QC has a strong 
prosecution heavy practice”
Legal 500 2011

“Excels at medico-legal 
defence.”
Legal 500 2011

“He is highly experienced in 
medico-legal cases and adept 
with expert witnesses”
Legal 500 – 2008

“Expert at medico-legal cases 
with complex elements”
Legal 500 2006

“Attracts instructions with 
complex forensic elements”
Legal 500 2005

“Forceful but sensitive in his 
conduct of cases with medical 
or psychiatric issues”
Chambers & Partners 2005

Nicholas clarke Qc

head of criminal Team

Year oF call
1981, Middle Temple

QUeeN’s coUNsel
2006

eDUcaTioN
LLB (Hons), University of Sheffield

associaTioNs
Criminal Bar Association

aPPoiNTMeNTs
Queen’s Counsel
Recorder

sPecialisT areas oF PracTice
Criminal Law

areas oF PracTice
Mr Clarke has spent over 30 years at the 
Manchester Bar and has extensive experience 
across the whole criminal spectrum. He was 
made an Assistant Recorder in 1999, a Recorder 
in 2000 and a Queen’s Counsel in 2006.

Mr Clarke has acted in a number of large scale 
frauds, starting in the 1980’s when he defended 
a solicitor and part time District Judge) in 
the largest mortgage fraud prosecution on 
the Northern Circuit – a case of solicitors, 
accountants and surveyors involved in multiple 
back to back property transactions. Since 
then he has acted both for the Prosecution 
and Defence in cases involving many tens of 
thousands of documents. He is on the Serious 
Fraud Office panel of prosecutors. He has 
defended SFO prosecutions served in electronic 
format. He defended the CEO of a number 
of companies in the North East charged with 
conspiracy to defraud investors of over £85 
million. He has defended in some of the largest 
cases of drugs importation to come before the 
courts, including a conspiracy that imported 
£250 million worth of cocaine. He has appeared 
in contested POCA applications with claims 
for realisable amounts extending to millions of 
pounds.

He has acquired a reputation defending and 
prosecuting cases of homicide, large scale 
drug importation and sexual and physical 
abuse of children. He has taken a particular 
interest in cases with a medical or psychiatric 
background and has extensive experience of 
cross-examining expert witnesses including 
pathologists, psychiatrists, neuroradiologists 
and paediatric specialists in various disciplines. 
Mr Clarke defended in the first trial in this 

country in which the Crown relied solely on 
earprints to identify the defendant during 
which he cross-examined an expert from 
Holland in earprint identification. He has 
conducted cases involving palynological 
evidence as a geographical signature (by pollen 
and spores).

Mr Clarke has led many members of these 
chambers and others. He was in one of the 
largest gangland murder cases heard on circuit 
involving the notorious Gooch gang murdering 
two members of the Doddington gang. He has 
also been in cases involving Lithuanian gun 
runners importing converted Baikal handguns, 
silencers and ammunition for onward 
distribution to gangs in Manchester, Liverpool 
and elsewhere.

Mr Clarke appeared on BBC’s Panorama in 
relation to the disclosure provisions of the 
CPIA 1996. He has also appeared on television 
to discuss the case of a youth who incited the 
murder of himself.

He has embraced new technology to assist 
in the preparation and the presentation of 
material in Court (eg Powerpoint presentations 
and/or the use of electronic presentation of 
documents using Courtroom computers and 
monitors for all Court users including the jury). 
He is prepared to accept instructions and case 
papers via email or on disc. He is an efficient 
professional who remains aware of his pastoral 
role and the need to communicate with and 
retain the confidence of the lay client.

Mr Clarke is chairman of 3rd Hazel Grove 
Scout Group and a member of Disley Golf 
Club. He is a Manchester United season ticket 
holder, keeps marine fish and 
grows orchids.

oTher chaMBers
Bank House Chambers, Old 
Bank House, Hartshead, 
Sheffield S1 2EL 2013



CRIME

Manchester M3 4DN
T 0161 955 9000
F 0161 955 9001
criminal.clerks@9sjs.com
www.9sjs.com

“9 St John Street’s Peter 
Cadwallader has a strong 
reputation for large-scale 
fraud work”
Legal 500 2013

“recommended for serious 
criminal defence matters.”
Legal 500 2011

Peter Cadwallader

Year OF Call
1973, Gray’s Inn

edUCatION
LLB London External (Hons)

SPeCIalISt areaS OF PraCtICe
Criminal Law. In particular complex and 
serious crime.

Peter Cadwallader has experience in most court 
levels, including the Magistrates’ Court, County 
Court, Crown Court, Administrative Court, 
Court of Appeal (both Civil and Criminal 
Division) and the Supreme Court (House of 
Lords as it was then).His range of practice in 
recent years has included murder; attempted 
murder; manslaughter; human trafficking; 
sexual offences, particularly involving children 
and vulnerable witnesses; major drug cases 
including importation; high level frauds and 
money laundering along with associated 
ancillary proceedings under the Proceeds of 
Crime Act. His cases have required extensive 
knowledge and experience in disclosure, 
Public Interest Immunity and applications to 
stay for abuse of process. He has experience in 
cases closely linked with foreign jurisdictions, 
including experience with foreign telephone 
intercepts and its admissibility in those 
jurisdictions and therefore within England 
and Wales. He has regularly dealt with cases in 
which cell site evidence has been significant. 
He has been led on many occasions, but more 
recently has either acted alone or frequently as 
a Leading Junior.

NOtable CaSeS:
•  R v Kassar and others Instructed as Junior 

Counsel for the main defendant, which 
then concerned the largest known drugs 
importation (cocaine) into the United 
Kingdom (£644 million). Since then he has 
regularly acted in major criminal trials.

•  R v Redford and others Peter Cadwallader 
was a led junior in this case and concerned a 
gangland murder. It involved CCTV footage 
and the identification of motor vehicles at 
night through expert evidence of minute 
detail, including headlight positions as well as 
precise timings.

•  R v Matthews and others Peter Cadwallader 
was a led junior and it concerned a planned 
execution of a gang member or rival. Initially 
the body was not found. The case involved 
extensive tracking of mobile telephone calls 
through cell site evidence. There was a vast 
amount of unused material covering about 
12 phases with many thousands of pages of 
documents.

•  R v Stellenfeld This was an historical sexual 
abuse case (including rape) in which there 
were 13 complainants. The defendant had 
audio taped some of the sexual abuse. All 
the witnesses were very vulnerable with 
extensive medical problems, including 
psychiatric matters. There were extensive 
social service and medical records to review 
and many difficult areas of disclosure. Peter 
Cadwallader acted as Leading Junior.

•  R v Gavin Noakes and others Four defendants 
involved in an armed robbery. There was 
a use of a handgun. Conspired to rob the 
Abbey National at Haslingden. Highly 
sensitive case. The defendants were trapped 
by the Police and tried to escape in their 
stolen cars. The Police opened fire on one of 
the cars hitting the driver with three bullets. 
He survived, but was seriously injured and 
has now some permanent disability. The 
firearms officers required anonymity under 
the new legislation. Evidence included 
observation and cell site evidence.

2012 2013
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•  R v Sarah Watson & Others Peter Cadwallader 
acted as Leading Junior. The deceased had 
sexually assaulted the Watson’s 13 year old 
son. It was alleged that the Watsons with 
others went round to the deceased’s flat and 
tried to enter in order to attack him. He tried 
to escape by climbing or jumping from the 
balcony. He fell to his death. This was an 
unlawful act manslaughter case and a main 
issue was causation.

•  R v Morris & Others Three trials arising out 
of the same drugs seizure. Peter Cadwallader 
acted as Leading Junior. 844 kilograms of 
cannabis were recovered by the Police with 
a value of between £2.5 million and £4.2 
million. The drugs were imported from Spain. 
Evidence included brief Police observation 
evidence; telephone evidence linking many 
of the conspirators; extensive telephone 
intercept evidence from Spain. There was 
extensive unused material.

•  R v Greenhalgh & Others This was an 
extensive fraud in which the principal 
defendant forged artwork and antiquities. 
The most famous forgery was the “Armarna 
Princess” (accepted by the British Museum 
and Christie’s as an ancient sculpture, 
probably of a daughter of the Pharough 
Akhenaton and Queen Nefertiti). Others 
forged works deceived major auction houses 
and international experts as far afield as the 
United States and Dresden.The forged works 
included the Risley Park Lanx (accepted 
as a Roman silver plate found in the 18th 
century which subsequently disappeared), 
the Assyrian Reliefs and works by Gauguin, 
Otto Dix, Brancusi, Henry Moore, Barbara 
Hepworth and Thomas Moran. It was a high 
profile case that has led to a number of TV 
programmes.

•  R v Flannery & Others Peter Cadwallader 
did an extensive pre-charge advice (2008). 
He acted as Leading Junior for the Crown. 
The case was about a waste disposal fraud at 
Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council and 
concerned the work force from labourers to 
higher management. He advised on whether 
there was sufficient evidence; the nature 
of the charges and who should be charged. 
There were 21 potential defendants. He 
advised on evidence. Until the successful 
conclusion of the case (2010/2011) he 
continued to advise in writing.

•  R v David Cullen & Others This was a 
money laundering case by the family of a 
professional bank robber. Peter Cadwallader 
acted as Leading Junior

•  R v Fahy The complainant suffered severe 
brain damage which was permanent. An 
important issue was causation. The medical 
evidence included reports from a Consultant 
Neorsurgeon, Consultant Neurologist and 
Consultant Neuroradiologist. Peter learnt 
about eclapsia, pre-eclapsia, posterior 
reversible ecephalopathy sydrome, diffuse 
axonal brain damage, the brain generally 
and the effects of alcohol and cocaine on the 
brain. All relevant to the issue of causation. 
Peter drafted precise questions to be placed 
before the doctors in the preparation of a 
final joint report.

Following the introduction of the Crime and 
Disorder Act 1998 which brought in anti-social 
bahaviour orders and sex offeders orders 
(as they were then) Peter acted for the Chief 
Constable of Greater Manchester in many of 
the earliest applications. This was when the law 
was new and legal challenges many, especially 
on Human Rights issues and the legislation’s 
compatibility with the new Human Rights 
Act 1998. In particular Peter acted as above 
in the case of PL Jones (application for a sex 
offenders order). He appeared at first instance. 
On appeal he acted alone and the appellant was 
represented by Queen’s Counsel and Junior 
Counsel.The central issues were Human Rights 
and the legislations compatibility with Artcile 6 
of the Convention. The matter went on appeal 
to the Divisional Court when Peter was led. 
He prepared the Court documents, including 
Skeleton Arguments.

In the case of McCann (the leading authority 
on Anti-Social Behaviour Orders) Peter 
appeared for the Chief Constable on the appeal 
to the Crown Court where he acted alone. He 
was led in the Divisional Court, the Court of 
Appeal (Civil Division) and the House of Lords. 
When led he prepared documentation for 
Court, including the response to the Appellants’ 
Petition to the House of Lords. The issues 
were (almost) exclusively concerning Human 
Rights to such an extent that Liberty was given 
leave to intervene. The issues in the House of 
Lords were: (1) whether such proceedings are 
civil or criminal within the domestic law; (2) 
even if civil in domestic law whether it had 
a criminal character in accordance with the 
autominous concepts of Article 6, so that the 
additional protection afforded by Article 6(2) 
and (3) applied. It required an extensive review 
of the European Jurisprudence on the meaning 
of “criminal charge”; hearsay and standard of 
proof.
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PAUL McDONALD

YEAR OF CALL
1975, Lincoln’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons), Liverpool University

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Having practised in Manchester for over twenty 
years, Paul McDonald was pleased to be invited 
to join 9 St John Street’s Criminal Team in the 
summer of 2001. Now practising exclusively 
in criminal law, though with a wide interest in 
many fi elds, he has considerable experience at 
all levels of criminal work both at fi rst instance 
and on appeal.

His experience includes the full use of child 
video-link facilities at trial and the defence of 
serious sexual off ences and other serious crime 
of all types. He has worked with and against 
Leaders and has led more junior members of 
the Bar in trial work.

In the course of his practice, Mr McDonald 
has defended cases in courts from Carlisle to 
Plymouth and Canterbury and thoroughly 
enjoys the challenge of diffi  cult and unusual 
cases. As such, he is keen to provide a 
comprehensive service for his clients at all 
levels and is prepared to conduct conferences at 
solicitors’ offi  ces in Manchester or convenient 
locations elsewhere when required.

Fully computer literate, Mr McDonald is 
willing to accept instructions and tender advice 
by e-mail or computer disk.

Married with teenage children, Mr McDonald 
has a sound knowledge of all aspects of 
contemporary life and aims to provide a 
practical and sound legal service to his clients.

NINE ST JOHN CV CRIM.indd   24 14/01/2011   12:41
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“An exceptionally persuasive 
advocate”
Lord Carlile of Berriew QC

YEAR OF CALL
1982 Middle Temple

EDUCATION
Burnage High School, Manchester
Trinity College, Cambridge
MA Cantab (History and Law)

GORDON HENNELL

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law

PROFILE
I began my career at 43 King Street, Manchester, 
before moving with Chambers in the early 
1990’s to 5 John Dalton Street, Manchester.

I developed a defence practice in Cheshire and 
North Wales and conducted my first child sex 
abuse trial at Mold Crown Court. In 1995/6 I 
acted as defence junior in a series of lengthy 
historical sex abuse trials, concerning events at 
a childrens’ home in Congleton.

I have prosecuted and defended all types 
of serious crime including: armed robbery; 
drugs importation; fraud and rape, at Courts 
throughout the Country from Carlisle and 
Canterbury to Exeter and Caernarfon.

I have frequently been led in murder cases, 
both for the Crown and the defence and have 
prosecuted murder as a junior without a leader. 
In 2001 I was invited to join 22 Nicholas Street 
(now Linenhall Chambers) in Chester.

Currently a CPS Grade 3 accredited advocate 
and on their rape panel, I regularly receive 
instructions from The Mersey Cheshire CPS, 
dedicated rape unit at Winsford.

In the last year, in addition to appearing in 
numerous rape and sexual abuse trials, I 
defended “The Denbigh Bomber,” a former 
mayor of the town, on trial for causing 
explosions likely to endanger life.

On a lighter note, I secured the acquittal of a 
man charged with escape from lawful custody, 
(who had jumped the dock at Shrewsbury 
Crown Court) on the grounds of duress!

NOTABLE CASES
•  R v Ashley 

Defended a young woman due to plead guilty 
to perverting the course of justice, by making 

a false allegation of marital rape. Ascertained 
in conference that she had been raped and so 
advised an ouster application re the husband 
plus a further police interview, in which 
she admitted false retraction, to which she 
pleaded. Subsequently secured a Court of 
Appeal hearing and the substitution of a 
community order, within 18 days of a crown 
court sentence of immediate imprisonment.

•  R v Williams and others 
Prosecuted a multi handed armed robbery, 
in which the principal defendant (in support 
of an alibi) deliberately got himself caught on 
a shop CCTV near his home, before being 
driven several miles at high speed on camera 
free back roads to rob a Post Office. Detailed 
study of the locality (including personally 
driving all the various possible routes) and 
precise analysis and presentation of the 
camera footage available, secured convictions 
all round.

•  R v Walton 
Defended a teenager who lost control of his 
car and killed a blameless pedestrian but who 
refused to accept any culpability. Opened 
the defence case to the jury successfully 
inviting them (despite the client’s reluctance 
and much judicial opposition) to convict of 
simple careless driving.

•  R v Murphy 
Secured the acquittal of the alleged UK 
organiser or ‘Ringmaster’ of a conspiracy 
to evade excise duty of £2 million on 
imported cigarettes, in which his phones 
were at the centre of a damning prosecution 
document showing numerous calls between 
the importer (his co-defendant who was 
convicted), the various small fry (who all 
pleaded guilty) and him. Countered this by 
producing a defence document in the exact 
same format, detailing others who had access 
to his phones and so could have made the 
calls concerned.
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Nicola Gatto

YEaR oF call
1987, Middle Temple

EDUcatioN
LLB (Hons), University of Birmingham

“highly effective in complex 
cases”
Legal 500 2013

“Recommended.”
Legal 500 2012

“recommended for serious 
criminal defence matters.”
Legal 500 2011

“Recommended for serious 
crime defence.”
Legal 500 2011

“Recommended for expert 
criminal defence work”
Legal 500 2008

“Handles increasingly difficult 
heavy crime”
Legal 500 2006

SPEcialiSt aREaS oF PRacticE
Criminal Law

aREaS oF PRacticE
During her time in London, Miss Gatto dealt 
with matters of extreme complexity and 
delicacy, ranging from child sex abuse cases to 
murder. She has led other junior counsel in a 
10 week trial which, of itself, was instrumental 
in bringing about the inclusion of sections 
of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 
following the acquittal of the defendants.

Recent cases have included conspiracy 
to supply heroin, where issues included 
participating informants, Human Rights Act 
issues/fairness of Public Interest Immunity 
hearings; a gold bullion certificate fraud 
involving certificates purporting to cover some 
2,500 metric tonnes of gold bullion, where 
the defendant was a Nigerian doctor and the 
defence evidence was given by way of a video 
link from America; representation of a female 
charged with large scale drug conspiracy 
who was HIV positive and dying – attracted 
much media attention, as she was chained 
to a hospital bed due to bail being refused; 
represented parents charged with murder/
manslaughter – where the parents refused 
conventional medicine for a diabetic child and 
treated with homeopathic medicine and the 
trial of a defendant charged in connection with 
alleged satanic ritual abuse in Epping Forest.

Miss Gatto was Junior Counsel for the Defence 
in the trial of the Soho Bomber at the Old 
Bailey.

2012 2013
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“recommended for defending 
in financial crime cases”
Legal 500 2013

Mark Monaghan

YEar oF CaLL
1987

EDUCaTIon
LLB (Hons), Sheffield University

SPECIaLIST arEaS oF PraCTICE
Criminal Law
Health & Safety Law

ProFILE
Mr Monaghan specialises in criminal law 
and has substantial experience in serious 
crime, in particular relating to fraud, serious 
violence and sexual matters. He is a category 
4 prosecutor and is also instructed by defence 
solicitors, particularly in matters involving 
detailed and complicated financial issues.

He has dealt with a number of murders of 
children and babies – particularly ‘baby 
shaking’ type cases, which have involved both 
difficult and complex medical matters and also 
advising on matters relating to the serious case 
reviews which followed. He has represented 
both the defence and the Prosecution in all 
other types of serious violence including 
murder, manslaughter, armed robbery and 
firearms cases.

Mr Monaghan has dealt with many cases 
involving controlled drugs, including large 
scale importation, distribution and supply, 
and regularly deals with cases of high value 
fraud, theft and money laundering. He 
has considerable experience in the area of 
disclosure which is often difficult in cases of 
this sort

He has represented the Crown and the defence 
in a large number of cases involving sexual 
allegations, including examining and cross 
examining child witnesses on video.

Current and previous cases include:
•  ‘Operation Jefferson’ – multi-million pound 

conspiracy to import drugs, ‘supergrass 
witness’;

•  R v McCluney – child murder;
•  R v Stoker – child murder;
•  R v Wong & Liu – child murder;

•  R v May and Halligan – large scale fraud 
on creditors by owners of cigarette vending 
company

•  R v Broadbent & Holmes – drug related 
kidnapping (Lancashire complex casework 
unit)

•  R v Domville & Others – Operation Sunrise – 
9 handed conspiracy to rob;

•  R v Barratt & Others – Operation Recessed 
– (8 handed conspiracy to rob – Manchester 
complex casework unit)

•  R v Kiely – attempt murder, armed robbery 
(without a leader);

•  R v Hill & Livesley – attempt murder (without 
a leader).

Mr Monaghan has substantial experience 
in complex fraud cases, usually involving 
voluminous amounts of evidence. He has 
represented both the defence and prosecution 
in serious mortgage frauds and money 
laundering cases usually involving millions of 
pounds.

Current and recent fraud cases
•  Operation Memic

One of 3 defendants in a multi-property 
mortgage fraud, involving mortgages in 
excess of £1m. SOCA case

•  R v Bake
Property developer charged with a number 
of mortgage frauds dating back over 10 years. 
Prosecution eventually dropped the case after 
submissions made by the defence

•  Operation Dumpcart
Represented one defendant in a multi-
handed, multi-company VAT mtic fraud. 
Very paper heavy – over 12,000 pages. 
Eventually pleaded guilty on a limited basis.

2013
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•  Operation Emu
One of 4 defendants charged with money 
laundering, fraud and illegal loans. Complex 
negotiations led to the acceptance of a basis 
of plea to a figure very substantially less than 
that originally asserted by the Crown

Drugs cases
•  Operation Oriole

Prosecuting 14 handed drugs conspiracy 
with related issues of money laundering 
– CCU case – paper heavy, with complex 
issues of disclosure. 3 lengthy trials in total. 
Main defendant sentenced to 16 years 
imprisonment
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THOMAS FITZPATRICK

YEAR OF CALL
1988, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB, Manchester University

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Called to the Bar in 1988 at 35 years of age, Mr 
Fitzpatrick began a second career in the law, 
having been a serving police offi  cer for 14 years 
in various disciplines and retiring in the rank of 
sergeant. Since his call he has brought a mature 
and experienced approach to his work at the 
Bar obtained through his time spent in the 
police service.

Mr Fitzpatrick has built up a strong practice 
specialising in criminal defence work and is 
consistently instructed in serious and complex 
cases of all types. He has been involved in 
several high profi le and important cases, 
including representing the fi rst defendant 
under the age of 14 to be prosecuted for rape. 
He represented a defendant in a landmark case 
which involved endangering an aircraft  in fl ight 
by the use of a mobile phone and has acted for 
Defendants on terrorist charges tried at the 
Central Criminal Court.
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“has established a strong 
fraud and POCA practice”
Legal 500 2013

Darren Preston

Year oF CaLL
1991, Gray’s Inn

eDUCatIon
LLB (Hons), University of Liverpool

assoCIatIons
Criminal Bar Association

aPPoIntMents
Recorder

sPeCIaLIst areas oF PraCtICe
Criminal, Regulatory

areas oF PraCtICe
Darren Preston practices in criminal and 
regulatory law.

In his criminal practice, he represents both the 
prosecution and defence in all areas, but with a 
particular specialism in cases involving serious 
fraud, drugs importations, duty evasion and 
consequent money-laundering. He is frequently 
instructed in cases of the utmost seriousness 
and complexity, and his work includes:
•  murder, manslaughter and attempted murder;
•  money-laundering;
•  duty evasion;
•  drugs importation and supply;
•  multi-million pound frauds;
•  sexual offences, including historic offences 

and offences against children;
•  firearms offences; and
•  serious violence and disorder.

He regularly works with Leading Counsel and 
as a Leading Junior on serious and complex 
cases. He appears daily in the Crown Court 
and has appeared many times in the Court 
of Criminal Appeal for both prosecution and 
defence.

Mr Preston is experienced in appearing at all 
stages of criminal cases, including applications 
to dismiss, abuse of process, applications 
under the Proceeds of Crime Act and ancillary 
applications such as Serious Crime Prevention 
Orders and Sexual Offences Prevention 
Orders. He also has experience of the use of an 
intermediary.

Through a long-standing professional 
relationship with RCPO and HMRC (now 
incorporated into Fraud Group North), Mr 
Preston is particularly experienced in the 

area of disclosure (including disclosure across 
multiple linked cases), public interest immunity 
and the Regulation of Investigatory Powers 
Act. Consequently, he has conducted many 
applications for disclosure on both sides, and 
has much experience of very sensitive areas of 
criminal practice and disclosure.

Mr Preston is regularly asked to advise pre-
charge, particularly in relation to Fraud Group 
North prosecutions.

He is regularly instructed to draft complex 
documents, including Case Summaries, 
Disclosure Protocols and skeleton arguments 
on a broad range of subjects.

He has been instructed by investigative agencies 
to carry out reviews of seized material to assess 
whether material is subject to Legal Privilege, 
including in cases involving many thousands of 
documents.

In regulatory law, Darren Preston has 
appeared many times before the Fitness to 
Practise Panel of the General Medical Council 
(now the Medical Practitioners Regulatory 
Panel), representing the Council in cases 
involving misconduct, convictions, health and 
performance.

notabLe Cases
•  R v Miller and others: junior Counsel 

instructed by Trading Standards in the 
largest Trading Standards prosecution ever 
undertaken in the UK, resulting in a 3 month 
trial.

•  R v Chohan and others: multi-million 
pound international money-laundering case 
involving investigation of the Hawala banking 
system and international money-transfers.

•  R v S: international money laundering case 
involving transfer of many millions of pounds 
from a Rochdale travel agent.

•  R v Range and others: multi-handed and 
persistent cocaine importations from the 
Caribbean with US connections.
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•  R v Wilmot and others: multi-million pound 
drugs importation and distribution case.

•  Operation Buckeye: leading junior Counsel in 
large alcohol diversion fraud and consequent 
money-laundering involving 7 defendants 
and several spin-off Operations.

•  Operation Installbox: eleven-handed alcohol 
diversion fraud resulting in a three-month 
trial.

•  R v Doherty: leading defence Counsel in case 
involving allegations of multi-million US 
Dollar credit card frauds through an illegal 
website.

•  Operation Grassland: leading junior Counsel 
in fifteen-defendant VAT fraud;

•  Operations Incuse & Incubus: leading 
prosecution junior in multi-handed and 
persistent international alcohol and cigarette 
importation conspiracies.

•  R v Ward and another: defence Counsel in 
allegation of murder.

•  R v R: allegations of historic rape and sexual 
abuse of the defendant’s daughter and step-
daughter.

•  R v Ireland: defendant practicing as a Reiki 
healer abusing eight females, including 
children, over the course of four decades.

•  Operation Grassland: leading prosecution 
Counsel in a 13-handed VAT fraud.

•  R v Cooper: defence Counsel instructed 
in multi-handed conspiracy to commit 
misconduct in public office in a case 
involving allegations that a police officer 
passed information to criminals.

•  R v Pickford: Junior defence Counsel in 
an allegation of manslaughter where the 
deceased was said to have died during violent 
sexual activity.

2013



CRIME

Manchester M3 4DN
T 0161 955 9000
F 0161 955 9001
criminal.clerks@9sjs.com
www.9sjs.com

“highly effective in complex 
cases”
Legal 500 2013

“Recommended.”
Legal 500 2012

“recommended for serious 
criminal defence matters.”
Legal 500 2011

“Recommended.”
Legal 500 2010

“Is a very strong advocate 
with wide experience of 
serious crime including 
conspiracy
Legal 500 2008

“A skilled and powerful 
advocate”
Legal 500 2006

“A strong junior advocate”
Legal 500 2005

Jaime Hamilton

YeaR oF Call
1993, Gray’s Inn

eDUCation
LLB, UCW Aberystwyth

aWaRDS & SCHolaRSHiPS
Pryce-Calcott Award (UCW)
Raymond Bax Scholar (Gray’s)

aPPointmentS
Junior of The Northern Circuit 1997
Northern Circuit Secretary 2009–2011

SPeCialiSt aReaS oF PRaCtiCe
Criminal Law

aReaS oF PRaCtiCe
Jaime Hamilton undertook the initial stage of 
his career in London before returning to his 
native Manchester and becoming a member of 
9 St John Street. Whilst he gained experience in 
all areas of law, he rapidly fulfilled his ambition 
to specialise in crime.

Since then he has undertaken a wide range of 
criminal work on behalf of both prosecution 
and defence at first instance and onto appellate 
level. He has been led in several complex cases 
ranging from murder to fraud. He has appeared 
on behalf of the defendant in many cases 
involving the importation and distribution of 
drugs, including a conspiracy to import £19 
million worth of ecstasy and several operations 
concentrating on street dealing of heroin and 
cocaine. He recently appeared in a fraud case 
involving Data Protection with over 7,000 
complainants that was the first of its kind in the 
country and was the leading Junior on behalf of 
a defendant in a trial involving a conspiracy to 
commit armed robberies.

Jaime Hamilton is frequently instructed on 
behalf of defendants charged with sexual 
offences and has gathered considerable 
experience in examining vulnerable witnesses. 
He has been led in a case which involved 
serious sexual offences in respect of seven 
different victims spanning a thirty year period. 
He has also been led in cases involving murder 
and has appeared as the only counsel instructed 
in cases of attempted murder.

As well as dealing with substantive criminal 
offences he has also gained considerable 
experience in dealing with matters ancillary 
and associated to criminal offences, such as 
Anti-Social Behaviour Orders, Sexual Offence 
Prevention Orders and the full range of 
proceedings connected with the Proceeds of 
Crime Act. In recent times he has been asked to 

appear on behalf of the families of the victims 
of unlawful killing cases as part of the pilot 
scheme for Victim’s Advocates.

aDDitional inFoRmation
Jaime Hamilton believes firmly in the role of 
the barrister as a specialist advocate. Before 
coming to the Bar he was a national finalist 
at the Observer Mace and quarter-finalist at 
the World Debating Championship. He is 
now an accredited advocacy trainer, assists 
the Manchester Metropolitan University in 
providing advocacy instruction to students and 
is a pupil supervisor who now provides training 
to other members of the Bar before they 
become pupil supervisors. He is committed 
to maintaining the high standards of both 
advocacy and service that are associated with 9 
St John Street and would welcome discussions 
with solicitors as to how such standards can be 
maintained and improved.

notaBle CaSeS
R v Benjafield 
The Defendant had previously been involved 
in the leading case on hidden assets under the 
Drug Trafficking Act. The target was subject to 
months of surveillance including electronic and 
audio surveillance. The bulk of the evidence 
was contained in material taken from audio 
probes relating to the Defendants hidden assets 
both in the UK and overseas.

R v Shah 
The Defendant was one of eight Defendants 
being prosecuted for MTIC Fraud, The 
evidence in this case was served in electronic 
format and consisted of over 20,000 pages. At 
present the case is in the process of Appeal to 
the Divisional Court regarding the granting of 
a RIPA authority from the Circuit Judge. This 
case is likely to become a leading authority.
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R v Noble & Others 
The Defendant was charged with the payment 
of bribes for securing multi million pound 
building contracts and the installation of fire 
alarm systems across the whole of the UK.

R v Illingworth 
This case was heard at Bradford Crown Court 
and involved POCA proceedings following a 
drug trafficking trial. The Crown contested an 
order for £240,000. The case proceeded to full 
contest with a final confiscation order of less 
than £7000.

R v Stuart & Others 
This matter was a contested 10-day POCA 
following a £250,000 money laundering 
conviction. The case involved extensive legal 
argument over hidden assets of £250,000 
laundered through the Defendants bank 
accounts.

R v Scott & Others 
This matter concerned a Defendant charged 
with fraudulent trading. It was prosecuted 
by the SFO and lasted for 6 weeks at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court.

Operation Decathlon 
This case, at the time, was the biggest ever 
mortgage fraud in Britain. There were over 
30 defendants in the whole operation and 
involved two Solicitors being prosecuted. The 
documentation in the case exceeded 100,000 
pages.

R v Talburt 
The Defendant was charged with Money 
Laundering involving the sale of properties in 
Jamaica. The POCA dealt with property and 
assets located in Jamaica and the USA.

R v Crowther & McCracken 
The Defendants had established a bogus car 
hire company to launder the proceeds of a 
multi-million pound drug conspiracy. Jaime 
was led by a QC AT Liverpool Crown Court in 
a trial which lasted for several weeks.

2012 2013
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VANESSA E. THOMSON

YEAR OF CALL
1997, Lincoln’s Inn

EDUCATION
University of Liverpool, LLB (Hons)

AWARDS
Sir Thomas More Bursary, Lincoln’s Inn

MEMBERSHIP
Member of the Denning Society
Criminal Bar Association

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law
Inquest Law

PROFILE
Vanessa Thomson is very passionate about all 
of the work she undertakes. Her hard-working, 
pro-active and strategic approach makes her a 
popular choice amongst instructing solicitors. 
In addition, her down to earth manner ensures 
that lay clients are instantly put at their ease. 
Miss Thomson works closely with instructing 
solicitors at each stage of a case and is always 
available to discuss any issues that may arise.

CRIME
Vanessa Thomson has prosecuted and defended 
cases of the utmost gravity and complexity. 
As junior counsel, she has regularly been led 
in murder and manslaughter trials over the 
past twelve years. She is fully conversant and 
confident with issues of disclosure, complex 
case preparation and advocacy in all of the 
cases she is involved in.

Miss Thomson has defended those charged 
with:
•  Rape and historic rape
•  Other serious sexual offences
•  Serious violence
•  Gang related violence
•  Large-scale drug conspiracies
•  Fraud

Miss Thomson has represented clients who 
are vulnerable; whether that is through age, 
social factors or illness. Miss Thomson often 
represents clients with mental health difficulties 
and is able to identify appropriate experts to 
report upon matters for the Court.

Miss Thomson is a Category 4 Prosecutor. 
She has been appointed to the Rape and Child 
Sexual Abuse Panel and the Serious Crime 
Panel. When instructed as sole counsel, Miss 
Thomson has prosecuted offences of:
•  Attempted murder

•  Serious sexual assaults and rape
•  Historic sexual violence
•  Serious violence
•  Fatal road traffic offences
•  Multi-handed conspiracies
•  Mortgage fraud on behalf of SOCA

Miss Thomson is sought out for the manner 
in which she deals with young and vulnerable 
witnesses. In 2010, she dealt with the evidence 
of a five year old child who was the youngest 
witness to have given evidence in a murder 
trial in Manchester. More recently, Miss 
Thomson prosecuted a rape trial where the 
complainant suffered from severe learning 
and communication difficulties. As a result 
of numerous pre trial meetings to consider 
all aids to communication, including the use 
of an intermediary, the witness’ evidence was 
presented with clarity to the jury.

During a three year period as a Senior Crown 
Advocate with the Crown Prosecution Service, 
Miss Thomson had the opportunity to be 
involved in the investigation and prosecution 
of crime from a very early stage. This involved 
advising officers upon strategy prior to arrest 
and dealing with the appropriate level of charge 
post arrest. Since her return to Chambers, 
Miss Thomson has built up a thriving defence 
practice and is often instructed by solicitors who 
had experience of her skills as an opponent.

INQUESTS
Since joining 9 St. John Street, Miss Thomson 
has a built up a busy coronial law practice.

She has been instructed on behalf of both 
family members and corporate clients who are 
Interested Parties to proceedings.

She has developed expertise relating to deaths 
of the elderly and the vulnerable in care homes. 
She has a good understanding of the standards 
and practices involved in such environments 
and how this may impact upon the Coroner’s 
findings.
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Miss Thomson is commended for paying 
particular attention to detail in respect of 
medical matters which are pertinent to the 
cause of death. Miss Thomson is not averse 
to conducting extensive research prior to an 
inquest into medical matters which may or may 
not be causative of death .

When Miss Thomson is instructed on behalf 
of families, her down to earth manner is 
conducive to family members being able to 
follow proceedings and to find the answers to 
the questions they may have. She is able to put 
grieving family members at ease and is able to 
explain the parameters of the inquest to them.

PERSONAL INTERESTS
In her spare time, Vanessa Thomson enjoys 
running; whether that be trail running on the 
hills or participating in endurance running 
events and urban assault courses.

Miss Thomson is also heavily involved in 
fundraising within her local community and 
loves nothing more than baking cakes to raise 
money.
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“9 St John Street’s Gary 
Woodhall has a strong 
reputation for large-scale 
fraud work”
Legal 500 2013

“Gary Woodhall handles high-
profile fraud matters.”
Legal 500 2011

Gary Woodhall

yEar oF Call
1997, Gray’s Inn

EdUCaTIoN
BA (Hons) (Double 1st), University of 
Cambridge

aWardS & SCholarShIPS
Prince of Wales Scholar (Gray’s)

aSSoCIaTIoNS
Criminal Bar Association

SPECIalIST arEaS oF PraCTICE
Criminal Law

arEaS oF PraCTICE
Mr Woodhall studied at the University of 
Cambridge where he took a double first in 
law. Having become a member of chambers in 
1997, he has developed an established practice, 
specialising in criminal work.

He is instructed by both the prosecution and 
the defence in all areas of criminal work. He is 
regularly instructed in multi-defendant cases 
and cases of considerable complexity such as:
•  murder and attempted murder;
•  sexual offences including rape, historic sexual 

abuse and offences against children;
•  armed robbery;
•  firearms offences including importation and 

distribution of firearms;
•  serious violence including causing grevious 

bodily harm with intent and unlawful 
wounding;

•  large scale public disorder; and
•  large scale drug trafficking cases.

He regularly works with Leading Counsel 
on cases of the utmost gravity. In addition to 
regular appearances before the Crown Court, 
he has appeared in the Court of Appeal and 
Divisional Court.

Mr Woodhall is experienced in conducting all 
stages of criminal cases including:
•  dismissal applications;
•  abuse of process arguments;
•  applications for Anti-Social Behaviour Orders 

and Sexual Offences Prevention Orders;
•  confiscation proceedings; and
•  special measures applications.

Mr Woodhall is often instructed to advise prior 
to charge and is fully conversant with disclosure 
and public interest immunity issues, as well 
as all aspects of sentencing legislation and 
procedure. He is regularly instructed to advise 

upon and conduct arguments in relation to the 
admissibility of evidence, including:
•  arguments pursuant to Section 41 of the 

Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 
1999 (restrictions on cross-examining 
complainants in proceedings for sexual 
offences);

•  Sections 98–111 Criminal Justice Act 2003 
(bad character evidence);

•  Sections 114–127 Criminal Justice Act 
(hearsay evidence); and

•  Sections 76 and 78 of the Police and Criminal 
Evidence Act 1984.

Having been specifically invited into chambers 
to specialise in criminal law, Mr Woodhall is a 
valued and enthusiastic member of the criminal 
group, dedicated to providing those who 
instruct him with an efficient and professional 
service of the highest quality.

NoTablE CaSES
•  R v Amos and others (gangland murders – 

eleven defendants and super-grass witnesses)

•  R v Saltmarsh and others (the single largest 
importation of converted firearms into the 
United Kingdom)

•  R v Ali and others (the largest connected 
network of illegally held weapons in the 
United Kingdom, including the largest 
single seizure of firearms ever in Greater 
Manchester

•  R v Coburn, Joyson and Calvert (murder 
involving DNA issues – identical twins)

•  R v Taylor and Harrison (manslaughter of a 
baby)

•  R v Huckerby and Power (£6.5 million armed 
robbery)

•  R v Barber and others (conspiracy to supply 
£3 million worth of Class A drugs)

2012 2013
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ALISON HEYWORTH

YEAR OF CALL
2001, Inner Temple

EDUCATION
BA (Hons) First Class, University of 
Warwick (1989)
Post-graduate Diploma in Law (2000)

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Major Scholarship (Inner Temple, 2000)

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Alison Heyworth spent 8 years as a lecturer in 
Paris before returning to her native Manchester 
to pursue a career at the Bar.

She came to Chambers as a pupil to Nicholas 
Clarke and, having successfully completed a 
12 months pupillage, practises in all areas of 
criminal law.

Miss Heyworth is regularly instructed by both 
the Crown Prosecution Service and defence 
solicitors in cases of robbery (including armed 
robbery), large-scale street violence, domestic 
violence, deception off ences (ranging from theft  
from employer to large-scale conspiracies to 
defraud), child cruelty and fi rearms off ences.

She has been instructed in recent years as 
junior counsel in multi-handed cases of 
manslaughter, attempted murder, armed 
robbery and conspiracy to rob.

Miss Heyworth is also instructed regularly by 
the Greater Manchester Police to advise in and 
conduct applications in respect of licensing, 
forfeiture of proceeds of crime, Sexual Off ences 
Prevention Orders, Risk of Sexual Harm 
Orders, Football Banning Orders and “crack 
house” Closure Orders.

She also works regularly for the Serious 
Organised Crime Agency, particularly in 
Proceeds of Crime Act applications.

Miss Heyworth not only worked as a lecturer in 
France for some years, she has also conducted 
advocacy masterclasses on the Bar Vocational 
Course at Manchester Metropolitan University 
and for 2 years during her tenancy ran the 
Citizenship Foundation Bar Mock Trials 
Competition, the fi nal of which took place at 
Minshull Street Crown Court.
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Tom GilbarT

“highly effective in complex 
cases”
Legal 500 2013

“Recommended.”
Legal 500 2012

“Recommended.”
Legal 500 2011

YEar oF Call
2003, Middle Temple

EDUCaTioN
LLB, University College London (2002)

SPECialiST arEaS oF PraCTiCE
Criminal Law

ProFilE
Tom Gilbart undertook a 12 month criminal 
pupillage with 9 St John Street before beginning 
his practice in criminal law.

Mr Gilbart represents defendants charged with 
all manner of offences including wounding with 
intent, rape, robbery, kidnapping, blackmail, 
the importation and supply of controlled drugs 
and money laundering offences.

He also appears on behalf of defendants 
charged with all manner of driving offences – 
from driving without due care to causing death 
by dangerous driving.

He is a Level Three prosecutor and appears 
on behalf of the Crown in relation to a wide 
variety of offences. He has advised upon 
and prosecuted cases involving allegations 
of murder, wounding with intent, robbery, 
mortgage fraud, possession of controlled drugs 
with intent to supply and money laundering.

Mr Gilbart regularly appears on behalf of 
the Greater Manchester Police to conduct 
applications for crack house closures, football 
banning orders, anti-social behaviour orders 
and sexual offences prevention orders. He also 
appears on behalf of the police in relation to 
applications under the Licensing Act.

Mr Gilbart frequently conducts applications 
pursuant to the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 on 
behalf of the Crown Prosecution Service, the 
Serious and Organised Crime Agency and the 
Greater Manchester Police.

Mr Gilbart is a keen rugby player and supporter 
of Sale Sharks.

rEGUlaTorY Work aND 
FiNaNCial CrimE
•  R v Alston and Alston (2012) Defence counsel 

in case prosecuted jointly by the Gambling 
Commission and the Illegal Money Lending 
Team. This was a paper heavy case receiving 
national press attention.

•  R v Clephane (2009) Junior to leading counsel 
on behalf of the defendant in a paper heavy 
contract case. Representing the Manager 
of a Nursing Home who was charged with 
offences under the Health and Safety Act.

•  R v Lee and Ors (2007 – 2012) Prosecution of 
a long running case involving the importation 
of counterfeit goods which gave rise to 
lengthy arguments in relation to confiscation 
under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002. After 
a contested hearing – and a hearing before 
the Court of Appeal – both prosecuted 
by Mr Gilbart alone, the Crown secured a 
confiscation order in excess of £2.6m.

•  R v Chettle (2011) Defending a former City 
of London worker in high value confiscation 
case involving Swiss bank accounts and 
allegations of substantial hidden assets.

•  R v Wardle (2011) Defending a woman of 
good character charged with committing 
money laundering offences during the course 
of her employment.

•  GMP v Al-Khansali (2011) Successfully 
representing the Chief Constable in a case 
where it was contended by the defence that 
a Forfeiture Order amounted to double 
recovery by the Government because there 
were claims over the money by both the 
Police and HMRC.

•  R v Fisher and Ors (2012). Defending in case 
involving alleged boiler room fraud.

•  A v B (2012). Representing the CPS in family 
law proceedings where the Crown’s claim to 
a marital property by way of a confiscation 
order is disputed by the defendant’s former 
spouse.
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HomiCiDE
•  R v Cameron and Ors (2006) Junior to 

leading counsel on behalf of the Crown. 
Four-handed conspiracy to murder involving 
a drive-by shooting.

•  R v Whitehouse and Ors (2007) Junior to 
leading counsel on behalf of the Crown. 
Multi-handed murder.

•  R v Stephenson (2009) Defending a man 
charged with causing the death of his own 
wife by driving dangerously.

•  R v Smith and Ors (2010) Junior to leading 
counsel on behalf of the Crown. Multi-
handed murder involving extensive 
arguments about the hearsay provisions of 
the Criminal Justice Act 2003.

SExUal oFFENCES
•  Chief Constable v MD (2006) Representing 

the Chief Constable of Police in an 
application to obtain a Sexual Offences 
Prevention Order against an employee of a 
Mosque who was alleged to have sexually 
abused a 5 year old girl in his care whilst at 
the Mosque.

•  R v Hussain (2010). Attempted Rape. 
Defending a man alleged to have attempted 
to rape his girlfriend in addition to assaulting 
her.

•  R v Khurshid (2011). Defending man with 
learning difficulties alleged to have abducted 
a child for the purposes of committing sexual 
offences.

•  R v Kamki (2011) Defending a man charged 
with rape of his best friend’s girlfriend.

•  R v Ross (2011) Defending a man charged 
with grooming a 14 year old girl and having 
sexual intercourse with her.

•  R v PL (2012) Representing a female 
defendant charged with the kidnapping of a 
12 year old girl so that she could be sexually 
abused.

•  R v Dewett (2012) Representing a man alleged 
to have fitted a hidden camera at his place 
of work in order to film up the skirt of a 
colleague.

•  R v B (2012) Representing a defendant with 
mental health difficulties charged with rape 
in a case involving an application to adduce 
evidence of a previous acquittal.

SErioUS ViolENCE
•  R v Bailey (2007). Attempted Section 18. 

Defending a man alleged to have poured 
petrol over another man and attempted to set 
him on fire.

•  R v Evans (2011). Section 18. Defending a 
man alleged to have punched his 16 year old 
girlfriend with such force that he ruptured 
her intestine.

•  R v Fahey (2010). Section 18. Defending a 
woman who hit her own mother in the face 
with a glass bottle.

•  R v Cutter (2011). Section 18. Defending a 
man who bit the complainant in the face as 
the complainant was also attacked by a dog.

•  R v Senior (2012). Section 18. Defending a 
man alleged to have broken his love rival’s leg 
by running him over with his car.

•  R v Currie (2012) Defending man who 
attended EDL rally in Bradford and 
threw lumps of concrete at police officers. 
Significant local press attention.

orGaNiSED CrimE
•  R v Rathore and Ors (2008). Prosecution 

of a multi-handed case of alleged gangland 
witness intimidation.

•  R v Amiry and Naylor (2011). Mortgage 
fraud and being concerned in the supply of 
cannabis. Complex Crime Unit case involving 
safety deposit boxes.

•  R v Ongagna (2011). Defending a member 
of a group which travelled from London to 
Blackpool, raided a cannabis factory and stole 
vast quantities of the drug.

•  R v Houldsworth (2012). Defending in multi-
handed robbery case involving raid on a 
supermarket and a getaway car. The Crown’s 
case depended entirely upon scientific 
evidence.

•  R v Fayyaz (2012). Successful prosecution 
of man charged with the possession of 10 
kilogrammes of heroin with intent to supply.

CaSE laW
•  R v Alan Horden (2009) Counsel for the 

Appellant in case in which the Vice President 
provided guidance upon how courts 
should deal with the question of handcuff 
applications ([2009] EWCA Crim 388).

•  R v Lily Lee (2012) Counsel for Crown in 
case where the Court endorsed the approach 
taken by the Prosecution is pursuing an 
application pursuant to Section 22 of POCA 
([2012] EWCA Crim 954).

2013
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JONATHAN SAVAGE

YEAR OF CALL
2003, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB Hons Manchester Polytechnic

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Criminal Law

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Jonathan Savage qualified as a solicitor in 1990. 
After gaining experience in crime, family law, 
personal injury and commercial litigation, he 
joined the Crown Prosecution Service in order 
to specialise in criminal law. Over the next 12 
years he was responsible for a heavy caseload 
ranging across the spectrum of criminal 
offences.

In 2003 he embarked upon a second career 
change by seeking a new challenge at the 
criminal bar. After successfully completing a 
pupillage, he quickly developed a busy practise 
both prosecuting and defending.

He has successfully defended clients charged 
with serious sexual offences, drugs offences and 
allegations of serious assault. He has been lead 
in cases involving large scale fraud, historic 
sexual abuse and murder, and has represented 
both prosecution and defence at appellate level. 
He has been instructed by the prosecution to 
prosecute large scale drugs operations and cases 
involving explosives substances and is on the 
Attorney General’s list of advocates.

Jonathan Savage has wide experience dealing 
with sensitive material and is regularly 
instructed by local authorities, police and 
Crown Prosecution Service to advise upon 
issues relating to disclosure and Public Interest 
Immunity.

Jonathan Savage has wide ranging experience of 
ancillary matters. He has extensive experience 
prosecuting and defending complicated 
confiscation proceedings, including proceeding 
in the Court of Appeal. He is regularly 
instructed by Greater Manchester Police in 
connection with Cash Seizures, Forfeiture 
Proceedings, Closure Orders, Football Banning 
Orders, and successfully prosecuted the first 
Violent Offender Order brought by GMP. 

He has also prosecuted and defended Sexual 
Offences Prevention Orders.

In addition, Jonathan Savage has experience 
of advocacy in other areas of law. He regularly 
represent GMP at Licensing Hearings and has 
represented interested parties in the Coroner’s 
Court. He also represents the General Medical 
Council in proceedings brought under the 
Medical Act.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Away from the law, Jonathan Savage enjoys all 
outdoor activities, particularly mountaineering, 
hill walking and skiing. He is a keen runner and 
cyclist and enjoys cricket, football and tennis 
(having coached for several years).

He enjoys traditional music and plays guitar 
and mandolin in a ceilidh band.

NOTABLE CASES
•  R v Edge and Others (Operation Windle) 

Large scale drugs operation in Wigan. Case 
involved the coordination of a large amount 
of surveillance evidence gathered as part of a 
covert police operation.

•  R v Roberts 
Systematic, historic abuse of several 
vulnerable children. Part of the evidence 
involved the use of old audio tapes made by 
the defendant. The tapes had to be expertly 
enhanced and equipment organised so that 
they could be clearly understood. In addition 
to this, each of the witnesses had their own 
vulnerabilities and required carful assistance 
in tendering their evidence.

•  R v D 
Attempted abduction of a child by mentally 
disordered defendant.
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•  R v McGoldrick 
Multi million pound fraud perpetrated by 
solicitor against disabled client and finance 
companies, lead by leading junior. The 
defendant was ultimately convicted on all 
counts. Post conviction there were protracted 
confiscation proceedings and ultimately 
appeals to the Court of Appeal.

•  R v Harper and Shawcross 
Two defendants convicted of planting 
improvised explosive devices in a town 
centre. The trial involved the presentation of a 
large amount of scientific evidence in relation 
to the composition of each device and the 
evidence linking the component parts to the 
defendants.

•  R v Alim 
Prosecution of defendant responsible for 
abducting and raping teenage girl.

•  R v Allison 
Prosecution of antique dealer television 
personality guilty of attempting to export 
rhino horn to China. High profile case 
involving a good deal of media attention.

•  R v Ward 
Defence of man charged with allegation of 
historic buggery of a young boy.

•  R v Morris 
Prosecution of defendant responsible for the 
sexual assault of vulnerable female involving 
use of intermediary to assist the complainant 
to give evidence at trial.
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Louise Brandon

“Recommended”
Legal 500 2012

“Louise Brandon is a leading 
junior within the set”
Legal 500 2011

“Hardhamiworking, 
conscientious, innovative and 
diligent – a terrier in court 
and excellent in conference.”
Legal 500 2010

Year oF CaLL
2003, Middle Temple

eduCaTion
BA Hons, Government & Law, University 
of Manchester

aWards & sCHoLarsHiPs
Chrystal Macmillan Prize, Middle 
Temple

sPeCiaLisT areas oF PraCTiCe
Criminal Law
Licensing Law
Health and Safety Law

areas oF PraCTiCe
Prior to commencing a 12 month specialist 
criminal pupillage, Louise Brandon gained 
considerable experience in all aspects of 
litigation working in a Solicitors’ firm.

Criminal Law
Since joining Chambers she has been regularly 
instructed to both prosecute and defend 
criminal cases and has gained experience 
in all areas of criminal law, appearing in the 
Magistrates and Crown Courts and the Court 
of Appeal. She is regularly asked to advise upon 
and conduct cases concerning a wide range 
of matters including serious assaults, human 
trafficking, robbery, firearms offences, sexual 
offences, fraud, money laundering, public order 
and drugs offences. Her work has included 
appearances at all stages of the criminal 
process, from first appearance at the lower 
Court through to trial, sentencing, confiscation 
and appeal hearings.

Louise Brandon is frequently instructed to 
represent defendants charged with driving 
offences and offences under the Dangerous 
Dogs legislation.

Louise Brandon is a category three prosecutor 
and has been appointed onto the Attorney 
General’s list of prosecuting counsel to 
prosecute cases on behalf of HM Revenue 
and Customs. She also appears on behalf of 
the Serious Organised Crime Agency, the 
Probation Service and Local Authorities.

She is regularly instructed to advise upon and 
conduct arguments involving issues such as 
the admissibility of evidence, abuse of process, 
disclosure, hearsay and bad character.

Judicial Review
Instructed in cases concerning a wide range of 
issues including prison law, the lawfulness of 
search warrants and the conduct of the Police 
in a variety of circumstances.

Health and Safety
Louise Brandon has defended individuals and 
companies charged with offences under the 
Health and Safety legislation, including cases 
involving serious injuries or death.

Prison Law
Represents serving prisoners in their 
applications for release on licence before the 
Parole Board. Louise Brandon has also been 
instructed to advise in cases involving onerous 
licence conditions and the lawfulness of delays 
in Parole Board Hearings.

Licensing
Louise Brandon is instructed on behalf of 
Greater Manchester Police to advise upon and 
conduct hearings under the Licensing Act 2003.

Civil/Criminal Applications and Orders
Louise Brandon is regularly instructed on 
behalf of Greater Manchester Police to both 
advise upon and conduct applications for Anti 
Social Behaviour Orders, Football Banning 
Orders, Sexual Offences Prevention Orders, 
Risk of Sexual Harm Orders, “crack house” 
Closure Orders and Forfeiture Orders under 
the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002.

She has recently been instructed to advise upon 
and apply for Domestic Violence Protection 
Orders under the Crime and Security Act 2010, 
which are currently being piloted in Greater 
Manchester.
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ROBERT SMITH

YEAR OF CALL
2005, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB, University of Bristol (2002)
Nottingham Law School

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Having spent several years working for a fi rm 
of solicitors in South Yorkshire, Robert Smith 
undertook a successful pupillage under Jaime 
Hamilton in 2006. Following the acceptance of 
a tenancy within chambers, he has developed a 
successful practice specialising in crime. 

Mr Smith undertakes work for both 
prosecution and the defence, from the 
magistrates court all the way through to the 
Court of Appeal. He has appeared on behalf 
of defendants facing trial in respect of a wide 
range of off ences including child abduction, 
sexual assault and serious drugs off ences. He 
has prosecuted numerous Crown Court trials, 
including off ences of perverting the course of 
justice, assault and fraud. 

ROAD TRAFFIC DEFENCE
One area in which Mr Smith has built up 
considerable experience is road traffi  c defence 
work. Within this specialist fi eld, Mr Smith 
has received regular instructions to represent 
clients facing various types of proceedings, 
including:
• allegations of careless / dangerous driving
•  “totting” cases involving submissions of 

exceptional hardship
•  special reasons applications
•  s 172 prosecutions
•  mobile telephone prosecutions

PROCEEDS OF CRIME
Mr Smith has been instructed to both prosecute 
and defend in a wide variety of matters 
involving the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002. He 
recently defended a convicted drug supplier 
who faced confi scation proceedings in which 
the assets included a mansion in Nigeria and 
numerous UK bank accounts. He regularly 
prosecutes on behalf of bodies such as the CPS 
central confi scation unit, SOCA and the HMRC 
in cash forfeiture and enforcement hearings. A 
recent enforcement application he undertook 
resulted in the defendant receiving a six-year 
sentence in default at Bolton Magistrates Court.

LICENSING
Robert Smith has built up experience in the 
area of licensing law and has appeared on 
behalf of the Greater Manchester Police in 
relation to a number of licensing applications 
before the local authority panel. Recently, 
Mr Smith successfully appeared on behalf of 
the Greater Manchester Police in a contested 
application for a closure order in relation to 
a number of licensed premises proximate 
to Old Traff ord football stadium, prior to 
the Manchester United –v- Liverpool FA 
cup match. Th e making of the closure order 
subsequently received a high degree of press 
attention. 

He has also prosecuted and defended in taxi 
driver licence appeals.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
In addition to dealing with instructions in 
criminal cases, he has also gained considerable 
experience in other areas of quasi-criminal 
proceedings. Mr Smith has received 
instructions in relation to anti social behaviour 
order applications, closure orders (crack-house 
closures), football banning orders and public 
interest immunity hearings. 

He has represented companies facing a variety 
of prosecutions, including representing 
one of the largest national window glazing 
companies in the UK who were charged 
with environmental off ences, and companies 
charged with planning off ences. 

Mr Smith is keen to encourage widespread 
access to the profession. Whilst at University he 
won the Herbert Smith mooting competition, 
judged by the late Lord Slynn and also the 
University of Bristol Debating Society public 
speaking competition. As a result, in recent 
years he has enjoyed assisting with local 
schools and colleges in the National Bar Mock 
Trial Competition. He has also assisted in 
judging the mooting competitions held at the 
University of Manchester.
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NOTABLE CASES
• R – v- Amos and Ors
Led defence junior in a 6-month trial at 
Liverpool Crown Court involving gangland 
murders, fi rearms and drugs.

• R –v- A
Defence of a man charged with sexual assault of 
a 14 year old schoolgirl. Defence bad character 
application made in relation to previous 
conduct of the prosecution witnesses. Acquitted 
aft er trial.

• R – v – Kirkham
Prosecution of defendant who had threatened 
and assaulted both of his parents with a knife. 
Both of the main prosecution witnesses had to 
be treated as hostile due to their refusal to give 
evidence. Th e defendant was convicted.

• R –v- Bownas Topley and Ors
Represented defendant charged with serious 
aff ray inside a licensed premises, in which 
a member of the public sustained serious 
injuries. Th e court was persuaded to impose a 
conditional discharge.
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GRAHAM ROBINSON

YEAR OF CALL
2009, Middle Temple

EDUCATION
BA Law Durham University

PROFILE
Graham Robinson is a former solicitor 
(Qualifi ed 1988) who has specialised in 
criminal law throughout his career. Initially he 
defended and prosecuted (he was instructed 
regularly as an agent for the CPS) before the 
magistrates court but in 1997 he became one of 
the fi rst solicitors to qualify as a Crown Court 
Advocate.

Since then he has undertaken the complete 
range of criminal work. He has been led in 
2 murders including a baby shaking case 
involving complex medical evidence. He 
appeared as the sole advocate in 2 separate 
cases of attempted murder and many cases of 
rape and other sexual off ences. He has gained 
substantial experience in examining child 
witnesses. On one occasion the complainant 
was 5 years of age.

He has been involved on behalf of the defence 
in several cases arising from undercover police 
operations into drug dealing and his last case 
as a solicitor was a 4 week trial alleging a 
conspiracy to import several million pounds 
worth of heroin.

He has appeared on numerous occasions 
before the Court of Appeal and Divisional 
Court. Two notable cases are R v Llewellyn 
and others (2006) 4ALLER1012 a leading case 
on the dangerous provisions of the Criminal 
Justice Act 2003 and R v Whittle 2007 2CAR(s) 
111 in which he successfully argued against 
the imposition of a Travel Restriction Order. 
He has also successfully appealed against the 
making of an Anti Social Behaviour Order an 
area in which he has developed something of 
an expertise.

Graham Robinson developed a reputation as an 
excellent solicitor advocate and was frequently 
instructed by other fi rms. His many years 
experience as a solicitor and ultimately senior 
partner of his fi rm give him an unrivalled 

understanding of the requirements of solicitors 
and of client care.

He has forged close links with a sixth form 
college local to his home in Lancashire and 
has assisted the students in the National 
Bar mooting competition as well as recently 
accompanying a party to Washington DC.

He is a keen cricketer. Sadly a keenness not 
matched by ability.

NINE ST JOHN CV CRIM.indd   23 14/01/2011   12:41
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ALEX LANGHORN

YEAR OF CALL
2010, Middle Temple

ASSOCIATIONS
Criminal Bar Association

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons.), University of Nottingham

AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Benefactors’ Scholarship, Middle Temple
Blackstone Entrance Exhibition, Middle 
Temple

PROFILE
Alex Langhorn joined Chambers in 2011 after 
completing a twelve month pupillage under the 
supervision of Mr Gary Woodhall.

In his criminal practice he appears regularly in 
the Magistrates’ Court and the Crown Court, 
instructed by both the Crown Prosecution 
Service and Defence Solicitors. He is a level two 
prosecutor on the Crown Prosecution Service’s 
Advocate Panel. His work includes cases 
involving:
•  Armed Robbery, Robbery, Burglary and other 

Offences under the Theft Act 1968;
•  Fraud and Money Laundering Offences;
•  Firearms Offences;
•  Immigration and Identity Document 

Offences;
•  Offences relating to the Production and 

Supply of Controlled Drugs;
•  Offences under the Road Traffic Act 1988, 

with a particular emphasis on cases involving 
challenges to the Crown’s scientific evidence;

•  Serious Violence and Disorder; and
•  Sexual Offences.

Mr Langhorn has dealt with a wide range of 
applications, variations and breach proceedings 
for a variety of ancillary orders, including 
anti-social behaviour orders, domestic 
violence protection orders, non-molestation 
orders, injunctions to prevent gang-related 
violence, restraining orders and sexual offences 
prevention orders.

He also has experience of advising on and 
conducting proceedings brought under the 
Licensing Act 2003.

Mr Langhorn has acted for interested parties 
in inquests before the Coroner’s Court on a 
number of occasions, including cases involving 
issues of causation and where reports have been 
sought under what was Rule 43 of the Coroners’ 
Rules (now Regulation 28 of the Coroners 
(Investigations) Regulations 2013).

Prior to commencing pupillage Mr Langhorn 
worked as a Legal Services Commission 
accredited Police Station representative.

RECENT & NOTABLE CASES
•  R. v. D.B. (Operation Schipol) (2014) 

Representing the Defendant who was charged 
with attempting to incite a child under the 
age of thirteen to engage in sexual activity. 
The Defendant was particularly vulnerable 
and required the support of an intermediary.

•  R. v. L.C. (2014) 
Successfully representing the Defendant 
who was charged with a series of historic 
sexual offences allegedly committed against 
a Complainant when she was nine years old. 
The case involved significant arguments as to 
disclosure.

•  R. v. T.S. (2014) 
Representing the Defendant, a former 
teacher, who was charged with historic sexual 
offences against a pupil.

•  R. v. J.M. (2013) 
Representing the Defendant, who was 
charged with a joint-enterprise wounding 
with intent.

•  R. v. K.R. (2013) 
Representing the Defendant, who was 
charged with allegedly committing an offence 
of wounding with intent after being released 
on licence from a sentence of imprisonment 
for public protection.

•  R. v. M.S. (2013) 
Representing the Defendant who was charged 
with two offences of causing grievous bodily 
harm with intent. The case involved expert 
evidence from both sides on the causation of 
the Complainant’s injuries.

•  R. v. M.R. (2013) 
Representing the Defendant who was 
charged with armed robbery. The case 
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turned on a flawed identification procedure. 
An application to dismiss the charge was 
successful.

•  R. v. S.V. (2013) 
Representing the Defendant. It was alleged 
that the Defendant had assaulted a Police 
Officer causing actual bodily harm whilst 
armed with a knife. The Defendant was 
acquitted by the Jury despite the admission of 
previous convictions of a similar nature.

•  R. v. D.M. (2013) 
Representing a twenty one year old 
Defendant charged with engaging in a sexual 
relationship with a fourteen year old girl. Mr 
Langhorn also represented the Defendant on 
a separate indictment in respect of allegations 
that he had cut his nickname into the arms of 
two other fourteen year old girls.

•  R. v. K.D. (Operation Birwong) (2013) 
Led Junior Counsel for the Defence. The 
Defendant sold cloned credit card data 
through a custom-built website run from 
a virtual machine on a terminal server 
with a masked Internet Protocol address. 
The Defendant laundered the proceeds of 
this enterprise through various forms of 
electronic currency before collecting it with 
false identity documents. The case involved 
thousands of pages of evidence and a vast 
number of computer files. As the case 
revolved around the creation and operation 
of a website it required considerable technical 
knowledge to understand and interpret the 
evidence. There were also issues relating 
to the obtaining of evidence from foreign 
countries as the Crown relied on evidence 
from an investigation carried out by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

•  R. v. G. (Operation Challenger) (2013) 
Representing one of a number of Defendants 
alleged to have been involved in a conspiracy 
to supply cannabis.

•  R. v. Masset, Peters, Rees, Tucker and Dunn 
(Operations Rosette and Burton) (2012) 
Led Junior Counsel for the Prosecution in 
a case involving two linked conspiracies to 
commit armed robbery. The case involved 
extensive cell-site and automatic number 
plate recognition evidence.

•  R. v. Martucci (Operation Millbank) (2012) 
Prosecuting a mortgage fraud in excess of 
£100,000. The Defendant was convicted after 
trial of furnishing false information to the 
Building Society.

•  R. v. B. (2012) 
Representing the Defendant at a confiscation 
hearing involving legal argument about the 
shared ownership of a matrimonial home 
registered in the joint names of the Defendant 
and his wife. Contrary to the legal starting 
point, the Defendant’s wife was found to 
have more then a fifty percent interest in the 
property.

Coronial Law
•  The Inquest touching upon the death of MEK 

(2013) – A five-day jury inquest inquiring into 
the death of a resident at a care home.

•  The Inquest touching upon the death of CK 
(2012) – Acting for the family in a three-day 
jury inquest inquiring into the death of a 
patient in the care of a hospital. The case 
involved extensive questioning of medical 
witnesses about the level of care provided and 
hospital policies.

•  The Inquest touching upon the death of SKM 
(2011) – A three-day jury inquest inquiring 
into the death of an employee at a chemical 
plant. The case involved expert medical and 
scientific evidence on the issue of causation. 
In particular this evidence centered around 
the effects on the human body of exposure to 
various amounts of acetone cyanohydrin.
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YEAR OF CALL
2010, Lincoln’s Inn

EDUCATION
MA, Trinity College Dublin
BVC, BPP Law School London
GDL, BPP Law School London

SCHOLARSHIPS
Lord Denning Scholarship, Lincoln’s Inn
Wolfson Scholarship, Lincoln’s Inn
Entrance Exhibitioner, Trinity College 
Dublin

FIONA WISE

PROFILE
Fiona came to Chambers in 2011 as pupil to 
Jaime Hamilton and is undertaking a specialist 
criminal law pupillage. She has experience of a 
wide range of criminal proceedings including 
trials, preliminary hearings, plea and case 
management hearings, committals for sentence, 
appeals against conviction, and applications 
under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002. In 
addition Fiona has experience of personal 
injury work including infant settlement 
approvals, advice on quantum, and occupier’s 
and employer’s liability.

Prior to being called to the bar Fiona read 
History at Trinity College Dublin and then 
worked as a political researcher at the European 
Parliament in Brussels and Strasbourg, a role 
that included analysing and advising upon 
proposed European legislation proceeding 
through the Justice and Home Affairs 
Committee and the Committee on Security 
and Defence. Returning to the UK to continue 
her legal studies she combined work and study 
as a freelance political researcher focusing on 
European affairs, including legislation proposed 
and enacted under the Area of Freedom, 
Security and Justice.

Fiona’s hobbies include horse riding and cross 
country running, and although no longer 
playing rugby she is a keen supporter of 
Northampton Saints.
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PROFILE
Catherine Cundy worked in higher education 
before being admitted as a solicitor in 2001. 
Following qualification she spent five and a half 
years as a prosecutor with Greater Manchester 
CPS in its City of Manchester branch. During 
her time with the CPS, Miss Cundy prosecuted 
a heavy caseload of serious violent and sexual 
offences, robberies, burglaries, drug offences, 
public order offences and cases of domestic 
violence, and conducted advocacy in the 
magistrates’, youth and Crown courts. She 
was also responsible for delivering training to 
colleagues in advocacy and the prosecution of 
racially and religiously aggravated offences, and 
was one of the first CPS lawyers to conduct pre-
trial interviews with witnesses.

Miss Cundy moved to the General Medical 
Council in 2007 as an in-house advocate, 
where she was responsible for presenting 
cases before Fitness to Practise Panels, Interim 
Orders Panels, Restoration and Investigation 
Committees. She is experienced in the 
preparation and presentation of cases involving 
many thousands of pages of evidence and 
which rely on expert medical evidence, and has 
dealt with high profile cases involving fatalities 
and serious misconduct. Miss Cundy continued 
to deliver training for the GMC, including 
training for external counsel and performance 
assessors.

Miss Cundy transferred to the bar in 2011 to 
further develop as an advocate, and undertook 
a pupillage with Darren Preston. She is on the 
CPS Advocate Panel and is on the panel of 
approved counsel who represent the General 
Medical Council in regulatory proceedings. 
She would be pleased to accept instructions 
from Solicitors to both prosecute and defend in 
regulatory and criminal proceedings.

YEAR OF CALL
2011, Middle Temple

ASSOCIATIONS
Association of Regulatory and 
Disciplinary Lawyers

EDUCATION
B.A.(Hons) Queen Mary College, 
London
Ph.D University Of Kent
Postgraduate Diploma In Law

CATHERINE CUNDY
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YEAR OF CALL
2014, Middle Temple

EDUCATION
University of Leicester, LL.B Hons

PHILIP BARNES

PROFILE
Mr Barnes joined Chambers in 2014. 
Sometimes the date of call does not tell the 
whole story.

He came to 9 St John Street having spent nearly 
twelve years working in a solicitor’s practice 
devoted solely to criminal defence work. 
Qualifying as a solicitor in 2005, he appeared 
in the Magistrates’ and Youth Courts on a daily 
basis, and almost immediately began to build 
Crown Court experience into his regular work.

By early 2009 Mr Barnes made the step to 
being a full-time solicitor-advocate, dedicated 
exclusively to defending criminal cases in the 
Crown Courts. He went on to build himself 
a reputation as one of the leading HCAs in 
Manchester.

Mr Barnes is a seasoned practitioner, with 
significant experience in all areas of criminal 
proceedings, including:
•  murder and attempted murder;
•  serious assaults and wounding;
•  kidnapping;
•  rape and other serious sexual offences;
•  historic sexual abuse;
•  drugs supply, production and importation;
•  robbery, burglary, fraud and theft;
•  serious driving offences including those 

resulting in fatality;
•  confiscation proceedings under the Proceeds 

of Crime Act 2002.

He has appeared before the criminal division of 
the Court of Appeal on a number of occasions 
in order to appeal against both convictions and 
sentences.

The Crown Prosecution Service have 
recognised his significant experience in 
defending serious and complicated cases by 
approving him as a category three prosecutor, 
and a serious sexual offences panel advocate, 
immediately on him transferring to the Bar.

Mr Barnes prides himself on supplementing his 
experience with an overarching knowledge of 
the tasks and challenges that criminal solicitors 
face. He has challenged custody officers in the 
middle of the night, explained the minutiae 
of the law to magistrates and negotiated his 
way through the preparation of complex cases 
to ready them for court. He knows how these 
tasks feed into the trial process, and how they 
matter to your clients. He endeavours to bring 
a solicitor’s touch and understanding to every 
element of his work at the Bar.

As a busy criminal practitioner with a young 
family, free time is something of a nebulous 
concept to Mr Barnes, but on the odd occasion 
when he finds some, he spends it running, 
motorcycling, playing rugby and following a 
wide variety of motorsports. He is also saddled 
with the emotional burden of supporting 
Bolton Wanderers Football Club.

NOTABLE CASES
•  R v CS (2014) 

Junior counsel for the defence, led by eminent 
Queen’s Counsel, representing a client 
charged with two homicides (one murder and 
one manslaughter) in a case heard before the 
Presiding Judge of the Northern Circuit. The 
case involved cut-throat defences between 
the two defendants, cross-admissibility of 
evidence between the two homicides, and 
applications to force disclosure of sensitive 
material over which the Crown asserted PII.

•  R v JKB (2013) 
Appeared alone, defending a client charged 
with attempted murder and wounding with 
intent in the alternative, in which the Crown 
alleged that the client had stabbed a male who 
challenged him about his behaviour towards 
his girlfriend. The client asserted self-defence, 
stating that the complainant and his group 
had approached and attempted to rob him at 
knifepoint, and the complainant was stabbed 
in the ensuing melee. He was acquitted on 
both counts.
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•  R v JD (2014) 
Appeared alone defending one of two 
semi-professional footballers jointly charged 
with the rape of a young female who had 
initially consented to some sexual contact. 
Issues of consent and the impact of alcohol 
upon consent and inconsistent accounts 
between the defendants. The case hinged to a 
significant degree on text message and social 
media traffic in the aftermath of the incident. 
The client was acquitted. The jury failed to 
reach a verdict for the co-defendant.

•  R v DB (2012) 
Defending a professional HGV driver 
charged with causing death by careless 
driving after colliding with an elderly 
pedestrian. The client asserted that the 
collision was a genuine and unavoidable 
accident. The prosecution offered no evidence 
at the end of the cross-examination of the 
first civilian witness.

•  R v AD (2013) 
Appearing as second junior acting on behalf 
of a client charged with a total of five violent 
rapes of strangers in secluded areas late at 
night, with accompanying allegations of 
serious violence. The case was presented 
to the jury using electronic presentation 
systems, with significant emphasis placed on 
telephone cell-site data and ANPR sightings 
of relevant vehicles. Mr Barnes spent time 
with the police in advance of the trial vetting 
and amending the electronic presentations 
for the jury, and during the trial itself he took 
charge of challenging the witnesses relevant 
to those technical issues.

•  R v LM (2014) 
Appeared unled, defending one of five men 
charged with a serious assault of a lone male 
late at night. The four week trial followed a 
three-day legal argument centred on whether 
it was an abuse of process for the prosecution 
to renege on a promise, made in open court, 
not to prosecute the defendants for certain 
specified offences. The trial itself involved 
repeated contested applications by the Crown 
to introduce the evidence of key witnesses 
through the hearsay provisions of the 
Criminal Justice Act 2003.

•  R v JDB (2011) 
Defending a young client charged with in 
excess of 100 burglaries all of which had been 
admitted to the police as part of the process 
known as “TIC-ing”. The client later withdrew 
those admissions and accused the police of 
malpractice in obtaining the admissions. 
After a two-day voire dire at which the 
investigating officers gave evidence, the Judge 
ruled the investigation to be an abuse of 
process and the case was stayed.
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