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“A first tier Chambers – offers a very good 
availability of counsel and the clerks are 
superb at offering alternatives”
Legal 500
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Personal Injury

9 St John Street has an impressive pedigree 
in personal injury work. The current set is 
the successor to Chambers established in 
King Street, Manchester and notable former 
members include Rose LJ, Smith LJ and Swift J.

Chambers has appeared for many years in 
Chambers & Partners Directory in the top rank 
of personal injury sets on the Northern Circuit. 
It offers a full range of practitioners in the 
field from Silks to Juniors and members have 
developed particular sub-specialisms including 
catastrophic injury work, industrial disease 
claims, and low impact and fraudulent road 
traffic claims.

Chambers has recently been refurbished and 
offers impressive and extensive conference and 
seminar facilities (including state of the art 
video conferencing).

Members accept instructions from Claimants 
and Defendants alike and act for Trade Unions, 
insurers, public bodies and private clients. 
Members will act on a conditional fee basis and 

are prepared to accept instruction by direct 
access in appropriate cases. Several members 
of Chambers are nominated insurers panel 
members. The Group is not merely regional 
but nationally regarded and members conduct 
cases throughout England and Wales.

The personal injury group is committed to 
providing a service of the highest quality and 
has agreed written service standards with 
several Solicitors. All members of the group 
will accept instructions and return papers by 
e-mail.

The members of the group pride themselves not 
only on their high professional standards but 
also on their accessibility and approachability. 
The group embodies a teamwork approach 
which is particularly evident in relation to the 
provision of seminars. A list of seminars is 
available on request.

Christopher Kennedy
Head of Personal Injury Group

“The personal injury group 
at 9 St John Street is well 
regarded for providing a 
broad range of expertise, 
encompassing both claimant 
and defendant work in 
complex cases. Practitioners 
have considerable experience 
in brain and spinal injuries 
and amputations. The set also 
receives high praise for the 
organisation and knowledge 
of its clerks.” 
Client service: “This is a very 
good clerking team; very 
accessible and very pleasant to 
deal with.” “They are always 
prompt.”
Chambers & Partners 2015

“9 St John Street’s personal 
injury team is particularly 
strong in insurance fraud 
cases relating to road traffic 
accidents. Members are 
frequently instructed by 
defendant insurers in cases 
involving fraud rings.”
Legal 500 2014

2013

TOP TIER SET
2014

TOP TIER SET
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“Gerard is ‘a great leader 
who has excellent overall 
judgement on a case’ and 
in foreign cases ‘is nothing 
short of excellent’. He is ‘very 
approachable’ with a ‘rapier 
fast intellect and is always 
thinking about what the 
judge is going to do at trial’. 
His ‘client care skills are just 
incomparable’ and ‘amazingly 
well respected on all sides’.”
Chambers & Partners 2016

“Gerard McDermott QC is 
‘incredibly clever, he’s very 
good with clients and a great 
team player’.”
Chambers & Partners 2015

“Gerard is ‘a very high-calibre 
practitioner, who fights very 
hard for his clients. He is very 
dedicated, very approachable 
and a real grafter.’ ‘He is 
one of the best PI silks I 
have worked with – he lives 
and breathes the case, will 
immerse himself in it and has 
all the facts at his fingertips.’”
Chambers & Partners 2015

“His client handling skills are 
legendary.”
Legal 500 2015

GERARD MCDERMOTT QC

YEAR OF CALL
1978, Middle Temple
QUEEN’S COUNSEL 1999

ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
Attorney-at-law (New York)

MEMBERSHIPS AND OFFICES
Recorder. Past Leader, European Circuit 
of the Bar. Past President, American 
Counsel Association. Personal Injuries 
Bar Association. American Bar 
Association. International Association of 
Defense Counsel. Bar European Group.
Deputy High Court judge.

PROFILE
Gerard McDermott QC practises from 
England. He is based in London and 
Manchester, with associated offices in Abu 
Dhabi and New York. His main areas of 
practice are Personal Injury and Employment 
Law at all levels, although he maintains a 
diverse practice across the Common Law and 
Commercial fields.

Gerard was called as a Barrister in England and 
Wales in 1978 and was made Queen’s Counsel 
in 1999. He has been admitted as Attorney-at-
Law in New York for nearly 20 years.

Gerard acts for both Claimants and Defendants. 
He represents clients with a whole range of 
injuries arising from medical malpractice, 
product defects or road traffic accidents. Much 
of his caseload involves catastrophic personal 
injury such as spinal cord injury or brain injury.

He has a very busy trial practice across the 
United Kingdom, generally in the High Court, 
as well as reaching impressive out of court 
settlements through negotiation. An increasing 
number of his cases have a cross border 
element to them, with particular emphasis on 
US issues, but also with cases that have involved 
Europe and the Middle East.

Gerard also has experience in inquests and 
inquiries. He represented an RAF Pilot during 
the inquest into a 2007 Puma crash and was 
Lead Counsel for the Health Authority in the 
high profile inquiry into the numerous deaths of 
patients under the care of Dr Harold Shipman.

As a result of his vast experience and ability, 
Gerard is one of the star individuals for 
Personal Injury and ranked as Band 1 for 
Travel: international Personal Injury Work for 
Chambers and Partners 2015.

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS
Gerard is a former President of the American 
Counsel Association, former Leader of the 
European Circuit of the Bar and a long 
time active member of the American Bar 
Association and in particular the Section of 
Litigation.

Gerard is authorised to sit as a Deputy High 
Court Judge.

Gerard is frequently invited to lecture on his 
areas of specialism, both in the UK and abroad. 
Most recently he attended the Paris Incubator 
Conference and provided a talk on how to 
become a barrister in the UK, highlighting 
the criteria and concerns. He chaired the 
Association of Personal Injury Lawyers’ 2015 
conference on accidents abroad and is currently 
organising the Bar Conference for 2016.

SAMPLE CASES

Trials
•  Edwards v London Borough of Sutton [2014] 

EWHC 4378 (QB) [on appeal]. The Claimant 
suffered a spinal injury after falling from a 
bridge in a public park. At trial it was found 
that the local authority owed a duty of care to 
visitors and the judge emphasised the need 
for proper risk assessments.

•  IS (by her Litigation Friend EW) v Threlfall 
[2014] EWHC 4219 (QB). Gerard represented 
the Claimant who was a pedestrian who was 
hit by a driver reversing in a car park. She 
suffered a traumatic brain injury. The judge 
found the Defendant to be 100% liable at trial 
although this was appealed. The case settled 
in full at mediation.

•  Young v AIG Europe Ltd [2015] EWHC 
2160 (QB) – This involved complex issues 
of causation of a stroke which the Claimant 
suffered following a road traffic accident. After 
hearing detailed medical evidence, judgment 
was found in favour of the Claimant.
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“One of the most respected 
and able leading counsel 
representing claimants in 
high-value and complex 
cases.”
Legal 500 2015

“He has a highly effective 
ability to negotiate 
settlements.”
Legal 500 2014

“Considered by many to be 
among the most experienced 
and most technically able 
silks operating in the 
Personal Injury Bar. He has a 
formidable level of expertise 
in catastrophic injury cases, 
aviation claims and those 
matters with cross-border 
elements. He is especially 
highly regarded for his 
courtroom advocacy. 
Expertise: ‘He’s a fantastic 
advocate; he can devour large 
amounts of material and 
process them in short order, 
and he establishes a rapport 
with severely injured clients. 
He’s the best personal injury 
silk out there.’ ‘He’s really easy 
to deal with, incredibly client-
focused, understands what 
he’s doing, and has excellent 
insight.’”
Chambers & Partners 2014

“is ‘unmatched in 
negotiation’.”
Legal 500 2013

“Gerard McDermott QC has 
particular expertise in brain 
and spinal cord injury cases.”
Legal 500 2012

•  AB (by his mother and next friend CD) v 
Lisa Main [2015] – 8 year old child hit by 
car when he walked out into road – spinally 
injured and acquired a traumatic brain injury 
– liability disputed – held that defendant was 
negligent but damages reduced by 20% to 
take into account the claimant’s contributory 
negligence.

•  Vann & Ors v Ocidental-Companhia De 
Seguros SA [2015] EWCA Civ 572. Mr and 
Mrs Vann were hit by a driver in Portugal – 
Mr Vann sadly died and Mrs Vann suffered 
a serious brain injury. The Defendant was 
found 100% liable at first instance, although 
this was reduced to 80% on appeal.

•  Mr Mohammed v Muminal Islam (2010) 
Serious spinal injury in young man resulted 
in £11 million

•  Farraj v Kings College Hospital and CSL 
[2008] EWHC 2468 (QB) Wrongful birth 
claim – Jordanian clients. Issues included 
conflict of laws, Sharia Law, Jordanian Law, 
Causation and Wrongful Birth. Successful on 
liability; quantum recently settled

•  Noble v Owens [2008] EWHC 359 (QB) 
Serious pelvic injuries £3.4 million

Settlements
•  JP November 2009 Serious brain injury – 

settlement £2.55 million

•  Hunt settlement – £2.55 million

•  Taylor settlement – £1.8 million

•  Clarke settlement July 2015 – largest amount 
ever secured by Minster Law

•  B settlement May 2015 – £5.8 million 
including funds for his own exoskeleton 
device

•  Wellock settlement – cyclist who suffered 
serious brain damage – £2million

2014 2015
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“Seasoned silk who acts 
for both claimants and 
defendants in catastrophic 
injury and industrial disease 
litigation. He particularly 
stands out for his knowledge 
of asbestos claims and cases 
involving solvent exposure. 
‘He is an excellent advocate 
specialising in high-value 
accident and complex 
industrial disease claims.’ 
‘He cuts to the chase and is 
excellent in the courtroom.’”
Chambers & Partners 2016

“Represents both claimants 
and insurers, and has a 
particular interest in civil 
fraud.”
Legal 500 2015

“He is a terrific courtroom 
performer – he cuts to the 
chase.” “He is an outstanding 
and robust silk.”
Chambers & Partners 2015

“His tenacious cross-
examination style is suited to 
related fraud claims.”
Legal 500 2014

NICK HINCHLIFFE QC

YEAR OF CALL
1980, Middle Temple

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons), Manchester University

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association

APPOINTMENTS
Queen’s Counsel (1999)
Recorder

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury
Clinical Negligence
Health & Safety
Industrial Disease

PROFILE
Nick Hinchliffe joined Chambers in 1980 
and developed a widely based practice in 
his early years involving crime, employment 
and personal injury work. Within 10 years he 
continues to undertake some Employment work 
but began to specialise in personal injury work.

He took silk in 1999 and has continued to 
specialise in this field although his advocacy 
skills have also been in demand in other areas 
from time to time.

His experience covers all areas of work 
including:
•  Catastrophic head, spine and limb injuries. 

He undertakes many high value cases of 
acquired brain injury for adults and children, 
achieving substantial 7 figure settlements.

•  Particular interest in complex regional pain 
syndrome and chronic pain cases. He has 
represented Claimants with amputations 
following CRPS.

•  A below-knee amputee himself he has 
extensive knowledge and experience of 
cases involving loss of use and loss of limbs. 
Sympathetic to the needs and problems 
associated with such conditions.

•  He continues to undertake occupational 
disease claims and has recently conducted 
cases involving asbestos, isocyanate, latex, 
glutaraldehyde and wood dust exposure. 
Current workload includes cases of exposure 
to chemicals causing respiratory difficulty 
and exposure to carbon monoxide from 
defective boilers causing severe cognitive 
deficit.

•  His Advocacy skills have been utilised in civil 
fraud claims and he is regularly instructed by 
insurers to advise and represent them in such 
cases. He continues to enjoy a very high rate 
of success in such claims.

He has been a target rifle shooter for 40 years 
and has represented Great Britain and England 
on more than 50 occasions. This interest has 
resulted in his instruction in cases involving 
negligent use of firearms resulting in serious 
injury.

2015
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PAUL GILROY QC

YEAR OF CALL
1985, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons)

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association
Professional Negligence Bar Association

APPOINTMENTS
Queen’s Counsel (2006)
Part-Time Chairman of Employment Tribunals 
(2000)
Junior Counsel to the Crown (2000)
Accredited by the General Medical Council to 
conduct Fitness to Practise Panel proceedings
Accredited by Equal Opportunities 
Commission, Commission for Racial Equality 
and Disability Rights Commission
Chairperson of the Sports Dispute Resolution 
Panel of Arbitrators

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury
Clinical Negligence
Health and Safety
Employment & Trade Union Law
Commercial Law
Professional Indemnity
Public and other Inquiries

PROFILE
Paul Gilroy QC conducts all forms of personal 
injury and employer’s liability work for both 
Claimants and Defendants.

He undertakes cases involving catastrophic 
injuries including severe brain damage and 
spinal injury, including cases involving 
children.

Paul Gilroy QC’s practice includes a substantial 
volume of industrial disease work, including 
industrial deafness and work-related upper 
limb disorder litigation. He has a good 
understanding of the medical issues arising 
from this genre of cases and enjoys a large 
paper practice.

He appeared at the Public Inquiry into the 
Personality Disorder Unit at Ashworth 
High Security Hospital, giving him further 
experience of dealing with cases involving 
cutting edge technology, high volumes of 
documents and high profile issues, and went on 

to appear on behalf of the bereaved families at 
the Shipman Inquiry.

In addition to his personal injury practice, 
Paul Gilroy practises in employment and 
commercial law. He contributes to professional 
publications, annotates legislation for Current 
Law Statutes and is a frequent speaker on topics 
of legal interest.

2014
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“An acknowledged expert in 
the niche area of religious 
liberty. A lawyer with 
many years experience of 
ecclesiastical law, he handles 
a number of cases involving 
Article 9 of the European 
Convention on Human 
Rights.”
Chambers UK Leaders at the 
Bar 2011

“An acknowledged expert in 
ecclesiastical law. He regularly 
appears in Consistory 
Courts, the Court of Arches 
and various ecclesiastical 
tribunals.”
Chambers UK Leaders at the 
Bar 2010

Year oF caLL
1987. Queen’s Counsel 2009

edUcatIoN
King’s College, University of London 
(1983–1986) LLB, AKC; Cardiff University 
(1992–1994) LLM (Canon Law)

aSSocIatIoNS
Western Circuit (Executive Committee 

1997–2002); Personal Injury Bar 
Association; Professional Negligence 
Bar association; Human Rights Lawyers 
Association; Ecclesiastical Law Society; 
Anglican-Roman Catholic Colloquium of 
Canon Lawyers; European Consortium 
for Church and State Research (Standing 
Committee since 2008); International 
Consortium for Law and Religion Studies; 
Interfaith Legal Advisers Network

aPPoINtMeNtS
Recorder on the Midland Circuit
Chancellor of the Diocese of Chichester
Chancellor of the Diocese in Europe
Deputy Chancellor of the Dioceses of York and 
Blackburn
Honorary Professor of Law, Centre for Law and 
Religion, Cardiff University
Editor of the Ecclesiastical Law Journal
Visiting Fellow, Emmanuel College, University 
of Cambridge
Member of the Legal Advisory Commission of 
the General Synod of the Church of England

ProFILe
Since taking silk in 2009, Mark Hill has 
established a broad and varied common law 
practice with an emphasis on civil litigation 
and an acknowledged expertise in ecclesiastical 
law. His particular specialisms are judicial 
review, personal injury, costs and planning 
cases, and he is regularly retained in these 
practice areas both in an advisory capacity and 
as an advocate in the higher courts. He has an 
international reputation on matters of religious 
liberty and often acts in disputes involving faith 
communities. He is an accredited mediator, 
trained by the ADR Group, and is a Legal 
Assessor with the General Medical Council.

NotaBLe caSeS
•  National Employers’ Mutual Insurance 

Company Limited v Jones [1990] 1 AC 24, 
House of Lords

•  Pacific Associates v Baxter [1990] 1QB 993, 
Court of Appeal

•  Re Blagdon Cemetery [2002] Fam 299, Court 
of Arches

•  R (J and P) v West Sussex County Council 
[2002] 2 FLR 1192, High Court Sullivan J

•  Parochial Church Council of Aston Cantlow v 
Wallbank [2004] 1 AC 546, House of Lords

•  Stretch v United Kingdom (2004) 38 EHRR 12, 
European Court of Human Rights

•  R (Swindon Borough Council) v Swindon 
Justices [2004] EWHC 2240, Administrative 
Court

•  Kuenyehia v International Hospitals Group 
Limited (2006) Times, 17 February, Court of 
Appeal

•  R (on the application of HM Coroner) v 
Secretary of State for Justice [2009] EWHC 
1974, Administrative Court, Laws LJ and 
Tugendhat J

•  Greater Manchester Police v Power [2009] 
UKEAT 0434, Employment Appeal Tribunal

•  Holliday v Musa [2010] EWCA Civ 335, Court 
of Appeal

•  His Holiness Sant Baba Jeet Singh Ji Maharaj v 
Singh [2010] EWHC 1294, High Court, Eady J

•  Re Holy Trinity, Eccleshall [2010] 31 July, 
Court of Arches

PUBLIcatIoNS
•  Ecclesiastical Law, Third Edition (Oxford 

University Press, 2007)
•  English Canon Law (co-editor) (University of 

Wales Press, Cardiff 1998)
•  Religious Liberty and Human Rights (editor) 

(University of Wales Press, 2002)
•  Jowitt’s Dictionary of English Law (specialist 

contributing editor) (Sweet & Maxwell, 2010)
•  Butterworths Costs Service (editor of section 

on Counsel’s Remuneration) (Butterworths, 
2010)

•  Religion Law (International Encyclopaedia of 
Laws (Leuven, 2010)

Mark HILL Qc
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“A leading practitioner 
who principally represents 
defendants in serious 
personal injury cases, with 
wide-ranging experience in 
cases involving potentially 
fraudulent claims. He 
undertakes the full spectrum 
of disputes, including matters 
involving industrial disease 
and clinical negligence. ‘I 
found him excellent. He is 
very knowledgeable, good 
on his feet, good with clients 
and very bright.” “He is very 
approachable and capable. He 
is very forensic and quick to 
grasp the relevant issues.’”
Chambers & Partners 2016

“He has an encyclopaedic 
knowledge of the law and 
practice surrounding high-
value personal injury cases.”
Legal 500 2015

“He is very good on his feet: 
calm and considered, and 
absolutely on the point when 
cross-examining the witness.” 
“He is excellent in conference 
and always meticulously well 
prepared.”
Chambers & Partners 2015

CHRISTOPHER KENNEDY QC

YEAR OF CALL
1989, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION
BA (Hons), Gonville & Caius College, 
Cambridge University

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association
Professional Negligence Bar Association
Health and Safety Lawyers Association

APPOINTMENTS
Queen’s Counsel (2010)

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury
Clinical Negligence

PROFILE
Chris is the head of the personal injury 
and clinical negligence group which has 32 
members including 4 silks.

Personal Injury
Chris has very wide experience of personal 
injury litigation including all types of 
employer’s liability, public liability, serious 
road traffic accident and industrial disease 
cases. He is used to dealing with the type 
of issues relating to quantum generating by 
someone suffering catastrophic injury. He has 
considerable experience in multi-party actions 
for both Claimants and Defendants.

Chris has particular expertise in cases involving 
psychogenic pain and in the conduct of 
defence work in potentially fraudulent claims. 
He receives instructions from a number of 
insurers in these sensitive fields. He successfully 
represented two major insurers in the first 
contested action to recover damages from those 
behind a fraud ‘ring’.

Clinical negligence
Chris’ clinical negligence practice includes 
litigating a wide variety of issues including 
the management of psychiatric and other 
vulnerable patients, birth related defects, 
administration of drugs and informed consent. 
He is skilled at providing guidance on expert 
evidence in such cases.

CURRENT CASES
Examples of cases in which Chris is currently 
engaged include: the assessment of quantum 
in a case of a middle-aged man who suffered 
bilateral amputations to his arms above the 
elbow; the representation of a party blamed for 

the death of two women (and injuries to others) 
caused when the ‘Dreamscape’ art installation 
broke free and lifted off the ground whilst they 
were inside it; the representation of the NEC 
in litigation arising out of the shooting of a 
security guard at a Kanye West concert.

ADDITIONAL AREAS OF PRACTICE
Health and Safety
Corporate Manslaughter
Environmental Law
Professional disciplinary work

2015
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TERENCE RIGBY

YEAR OF CALL
1971, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB, Nottingham
BCL Keble College, Oxford
Lord Justice Holker Scholar, Gray’s Inn

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association

APPOINTMENTS
Recorder since 1994
Terence sits in the Crown Court and 
County Court. He regularly sits on a 
wide range of civil cases including more 
complicated personal injury cases, 
contract disputes and even housing 
cases. (See Moran v Manchester City 
Council [2009] UKHL 56)

PERSONAL INJURY
Terence Rigby has extensive experience in 
most areas of common law but has particular 
expertise in personal injury law in which field 
his abilities are particularly well thought of. 
He is better known for representing Claimants 
but regularly acts for Defendants in all types of 
personal injury claims.

He has a substantial workplace accident and 
industrial disease practice and has handled 
many hundreds of claims involving noise 
deafness, hand-arm vibration syndrome, 
respiratory diseases, asbestos related diseases 
and cancers.

His considerable experience and expertise 
in all other types of personal injury work 
including high value claims for catastrophic 
injuries is well known. His facility with medical 
evidence and expert witnesses generally is a 
great advantage in this work and in the clinical 
and professional negligence claims, which are 
an important part of his practice. Disciplinary 
enquiries have been an obvious spin-off from 
this work.

Terence’s experience of prosecuting and 
defending serious crime in the first ten years or 
so of his practice developed his well-recognised 
advocacy skills and make Health and Safety 
prosecutions an obvious development from his 
personal injury work.

Some of the reported cases in which Terence 
has appeared are:

•  Ali v Courtaulds Plc (Limitation in a Deafness 
Claim) [1999] Lloyds Rep Med 301

•  Edwards v The Governors of Hanson School 
(Stress in the Workplace)[2002] EWCA Civ 
237

•  Griffiths v Vauxhall Motors (Provision and 
Use of Work Equipment Regulations) [2003] 
EWCA Civ 412

•  Roberts v DIB Stores and Warehouse v 
Youngman [1998] EWCA Civ 717 (Res Ipsa 
Loquitur)

•  AB v The Chief Constable of X Constabulary 
[Males J] [2015] EWHC 15 (Stress)

CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE
Terence has a strong interest and considerable 
experience of clinical negligence issues mostly 
directly in claims by Claimants, but also 
indirectly in his personal injury and GMC 
work. Examples of clinical negligence claims in 
which he has been involved are:

•  A claim resulting from the negligent 
treatment of a patient by a maxillofacial 
surgeon.

•  A claim resulting from the failure of a local 
cancer unit to diagnose and provide timely 
treatment for a patient with breast cancer;

•  A claim resulting from the failure of an 
orthopaedic surgeon and a neurologist to 
diagnose and treat a cauda equina.

•  Most recently in his capacity as a Recorder 
he heard a claim over several days against 
a Primary Care Mental Health Team for 
its alleged failure to foresee and prevent a 
patient’s suicide.

Terence is also a member of the Employment 
Group and the Regulatory and Disciplinary 
Group in Chambers.
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“Undertakes GMC fitness 
to practise hearings and 
appeals in the Administrative 
Court. He frequently acts on 
behalf of NHS Trusts and the 
Ambulance Service. ‘He is 
very popular, well organised, 
a good advocate and a nice 
opponent to be against 
overall.’ ‘A well-known, well-
liked, friendly and safe pair of 
hands.’”
Chambers & Partners 2016

“Nigel Grundy has an 
excellent reputation in the 
field.”
Legal 500 – 2006

“Top negotiator Nigel 
Grundy”
Legal 500 – 2005

“Nigel Grundy is always 
‘thoroughly prepared and 
knows the law backwards’ say 
rivals. Solicitors also report 
that he is ‘prepared to muck 
in’ and is ‘good on his feet’.”
Chambers & Partners 2005

“Nigel Grundy is described as 
‘enthusiastic and bright’.”
Chambers & Partners 2004

NIGEL GRUNDY

YEAR OF CALL
1983, Middle Temple

EDUCATION
MA Jurisprudence, Pembroke College, 
Oxford

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association
Professional Negligence Bar Association

APPOINTMENTS
Recorder of the Crown and County Courts

PERSONAL INJURY PROFILE
Nigel Grundy is a Senior Barrister with an 
excellent reputation for his personal injury 
practice. He is listed in the Legal 500 as “Highly 
Rated” in the field of personal injury.

Nigel has acted in equal proportion for 
Claimants and Defendants in his personal 
injury and industrial disease work for many 
years.

He features on the approved Counsel list for 
many well-known insurance companies, the 
MIB and Trade Unions.

His industrial disease experience includes:
•  Asbestos related diseases
•  Noise deafness
•  HAVS/CTS
•  Dermatitis
•  Occupational asthma
•  Silicosis
•  COPD
•  Bladder and Lung cancer

Nigel was involved in one of the important 
Court of Appeal authorities addressing the 
proper legal application of the COSHH 
Regulations [Naylor v Volex Group PLC [2003] 
EWCA Civ 222. Recently he has represented 
Claimants seeking compensation for silicosis 
and PMF from the Secretary of State for Energy 
and Climate Change and UK Coal following 
settlement of earlier claims for COPD in the 
British Coal Disease Litigation.

His cases have involved exposure of workers 
to endotoxins (produced by the breakdown of 
bacteria) and various different enzymes.

In November Nigel was one of the keynote 
speakers upon Noise Deafness claims organised 
by Thompsons Solicitors.

HIGH VALUE CLAIMS
Nigel is well known for his detailed and 
knowledgeable approach to multi-party 
actions and catastrophic injury cases both for 
Claimants and Defendants. He has also been 
involved with some high profile chronic pain/
complex regional pain syndrome cases, for 
example Huddart v Lancashire CC (2012).

HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK AND 
INQUESTS
Nigel’s personal injury and industrial disease 
work links with related work upon health and 
safety prosecutions and Coroner’s Inquests. His 
experience with Inquests extends beyond the 
strict personal injury field to include deaths in 
custody.
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aLIStaIr BoWer

Year oF caLL
1986, Inner Temple

edUcatIoN
LLB Leeds

SPecIaLISt areaS oF PractIce
Personal Injury
Employers Liability
Industrial Diseases
Health and Safety
Clinical Negligence
Fraud
Contract

ProFILe
Alistair Bower specialises in Personal Injury 
litigation having a broad experience of cases 
involving employers liability, industrial 
diseases, public liability and road traffic 
accidents.

His practice includes a good balance of both 
Claimant and Defendant work. He regularly 
undertakes cases on behalf of Local Authorities 
in public liability and employers liability claims.

In road traffic cases involving allegations of 
fraud he has experience of LVI cases, staged 
accidents and exaggerated claims.

In industrial disease related claims he has 
experience of asbestos related claims, exposure 
to fumes, deafness and RSI claims.

Alistair’s practice is mainly civil litigation 
based. He receives instructions in contract 
matters. His practice is complimented by 
experience in Coroners inquests, Health and 
Safety and Trading Standards matters.
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YEAR OF CALL
1989, Middle Temple

EDUCATION
BA (Hons), Oxford University
Dip Law, City University

IAN LITTLE

“A well-known junior 
acting mostly for claimants, 
including trade unions, on 
a range of personal injury 
matters involving industrial 
diseases and workplace 
accidents. Sources admire 
his excellent judgement and 
down-to-earth approach. 
‘He was very approachable, 
was easy to understand and 
put the client at ease. He is 
efficient and straight-talking.’ 
‘He is a brilliant lawyer and 
clients love him.’”
Chambers & Partners 2016

“He comes across as being 
really laid-back, but he is as 
sharp as a tack.” “He has a 
detailed knowledge of high-
value accident and industrial 
disease claims.”
Chambers & Partners 2015

“Handles a variety of high-
value claims. He is highly 
experienced in claims relating 
to employers’ liability, in 
which he acts primarily for 
claimants.”
Chambers & Partners 2014

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury
Clinical Negligence
Disciplinary Tribunals
Industrial Disease

PROFILE
Ian Little practises almost exclusively in the 
field of personal injury and clinical negligence. 
His practice is predominantly Claimant based 
and he enjoys a high volume of Trades Union 
work, comprising advice and advocacy in most 
varieties of industrial accident and disease 
work. He is described in the Chambers & 
Partners’ directory as being a “leader in the 
field, providing reliably good advice.”

•  Factory Accidents

•  Industrial Disease

•  Clinical Negligence

•  Multi-Party Claims

•  Serious Road Traffic Injuries
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“His broad personal injury 
and clinical negligence 
practice includes workplace 
accidents and occupier’s 
liability claims.”
Legal 500 2014

YEAR OF CALL
1991, Middle Temple.

EDUCATION
St Anne’s College, Oxford

CHRISTOPHER SCORAH

PROFILE
Christopher practises solely in the field of high 
value, “multi-track”, personal injury litigation. 
He has represented litigants in numerous 
High Court cases fought to a conclusion after 
lengthy trials, and many which, instead, settled 
after extensive, detailed negotiations. He has 
considerable experience of drafting schedules 
and counter-schedules in substantial cases, 
where damages claimed amount to millions of 
pounds, and has been instructed to represent 
litigants at Joint Settlement Meetings, on a 
roughly weekly basis, over recent years. He 
also has considerable experience of being “led”, 
in particular by the Manchester Bar’s leading 
personal injury and clinical negligence Silks.

Christopher has a longstanding interest in 
“chronic pain” cases, involving complex 
medical evidence on the interplay between 
organic and psychological symptoms. He has 
cross-examined two of the leading national 
experts in Pain Management. He has a 
significant involvement in the developing area 
of the challenges now being made by Claimants 
to video surveillance evidence, and is presently 
instructed to attend a five day preliminary 
hearing on the admissibility of such evidence 
in a very high value claim. He is instructed by a 
wide variety of solicitors, including the major, 
national Defendant firms.

His experience and expertise are in the 
following areas:

Clinical and dental negligence
•  Including cases of premature death arising 

from delayed diagnosis of serious conditions. 
Over the years, he has worked primarily for 
the Defence organisations, particularly in 
relation to General Practitioner negligence, 
but frequently accepts instructions from 
Claimants. Please see his separate clinical 
negligence profile.

Accidents at work
•  In particular, factory and construction site 

accidents, causing serious and fatal injuries. 
In this area, Christopher’s practice has been 
equally balanced between Claimant and 
Defendant work. His most recent cases have 
included:

•  Acting for a warehouseman in a successful 
but hotly contested claim, in a developing 
area of the law, arising form an assault at 
work by a fellow employee, causing serious 
brain damage.

•  Three separate “RSI” cases, two of which 
included difficult medical evidence on 
“chronic pain” type conditions.

Occupier’s Liability claims
•  Christopher has immense experience, over 

two decades, of representing both Claimants 
and Defendants in such cases. As examples, 
he has recently been instructed in high value 
claims arising from an accident to a child 
trespassing in factory premises and to a 
customer falling through stair railings in a 
public house.

Holiday claims
•  In particular, serious and fatal injuries caused 

by foreign road traffic accidents, swimming 
pool accidents, falls from balconies etc. He 
has achieved a substantial damages award, 
at trial in an English court, for a drunk 
teenager who fell from a balcony in Spain in 
mysterious circumstances.

Road traffic accidents
•  A significant proportion of Christopher’s 

work involves representing both Claimants 
and Defendants in road traffic accident cases, 
both on liability and quantum issues. He 
has extensive experience of very serious and 
fatal injury cases arising from pedestrian 
accidents, multiple vehicle motorway 
collisions etc. His most recent cases have 
included:

•  Defending two separate million pound claims 
by cyclists, both settling at a fraction of the 



PERSONAL INJURY

Manchester M3 4DN
T 0161 955 9000
F 0161 955 9001
pi@9sjs.com
www.9sjs.com

pleaded value, after careful written advice and 
subsequent negotiation at Joint Settlement 
Meetings.

•  Successfully defending a lorry driver at a 
three day trial on liability, involving complex 
accident reconstruction evidence, against a 
respected Manchester silk, in a case arising 
from very serious injuries to a motorcyclist 
caused by a high speed collision on a country 
lane.

•  Representing the insurers of a Defendant 
charged with intentionally killing a 
pedestrian, using his vehicle as a weapon.

PERSONAL
Away from Chambers, Christopher is interested 
in period architecture and interiors, cars, 
evolutionary biology and humanism.

2014
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Year oF caLL
1992, Inner Temple

edUcatIoN
LLB (Hons), Lancaster University

aWardS & ScHoLarSHIPS
Duke of Edinburgh Entrance Scholar, 
Inner Temple

aSSocIatIoNS
Personal Injury Bar Association; 
Employment Lawyers’ Association
Professional Negligence Bar Association; 
Discrimination Law Association; 
Industrial Law Society and LAG

dr aNtHoNY HoWard

aPPoINtMeNtS
Assistant Deputy Coroner Preston
Assistant Deputy Coroner East Lancashire

SPecIaLISt areaS oF PractIce
Personal Injury law
Clinical Negligence
Collective and Individual Employment Law

ProFILe
Dr Howard has gained an excellent reputation for 
his clinical negligence and personal injury work, 
both at a County Court and High Court level. His 
legal knowledge and approach is favoured by his 
solicitors, clients and the judiciary alike.

Practicing as a medical Doctor, he has a 
particular interest and expertise in Clinical 
Negligence and medical causation. His wealth of 
legal experience is in addition to his work as an 
Assistant Deputy Coroner, experience gained as 
a Doctor and whilst completing a Bachelor of 
Medicine & Surgery at Manchester University 
and an MSc in Orthopaedic Engineering. 
Both degrees have further developed Dr 
Howard’s knowledge in understanding the 
mechanics causative of injury. Dr Howard’s 
research has been recognised both national and 
internationally and his is currently undertaking a 
part-time PhD in Surgery at Liverpool University.

Dr Howard specialises in:

•  Clinical Negligence

• Employer Liability

•  Industrial Disease (including asbestosis, noise 
deafness and repetitive strain injury)

• Sexual Abuse

• Sporting Injuries

• Road Traffic and other claims

• Compensation Recovery Unit appeal

Dr Howard spent a year on secondment 
working for Johnson, Stokes and Master in 
Hong Kong; the largest Solicitors firm in Asia. 
This experience gave him insight into the 
challenges and demands made on solicitors, 
which is of great benefit to those who instruct 
him.

As a result of his extensive legal practice and 
in-depth medical knowledge, Dr Howard 
offers a truly unique insight into personal 
injury, having the skill to cross-examine expert 
medical witnesses combined with the ability to 
thoroughly interrogate medical evidence.

A number of cases in which Dr Howard has 
been involved have been reported in Kemp & 
Kemp and Current Law.

Dr Howard is known for his common-sense, 
down to earth and approachable style which 
has always been favorably received by Solicitors 
and clients alike.

SeMINarS
Anthony is regularly called upon to lecture in 
all his fields of specialism and this has recently 
included topics such as the drafting of Special 
Damages and Pre-action disclosure. He has 
also lectured at Manchester University as 
part of their Employment Law post-graduate 
programme.

addItIoNaL INForMatIoN
Anthony has developed a wealth of experience 
as an advocate both at County Court and High 
Court level. He is able to offer an insightful and 
pragmatic approach to litigation.

In 1999/2000 Anthony spent a year on 
secondment working for Johnson, Stokes and 
Master, Hong Kong, the largest Solicitors firm 
in Asia. This gave him a unique insight of the 
challenges and demands made on Solicitors 
which is of great benefit to those who instruct 
him. Anthony has had a number of cases 
reported in Kemp & Kemp.
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KARIM SABRY

YEAR OF CALL
1992 Inner Temple

EDUCATION
BA (Hons), University of Central 
Lancashire

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury

PROFILE
Karim undertakes instructions from Claimants 
and Defendants in equal measure, with his 
practice encompassing all areas of personal 
injury, including:

•  Employer’s liability (accidents at work and 
stress claims);

•  Fatal accidents (claims on behalf of the estate 
and dependants);

•  CICA applications;

•  Proceedings in the Coroner’s Court;

•  Product liability and consumer protection;

•  Industrial Disease;

•  Road traffic accidents;

•  Injuries of the utmost severity

•  Claims involving allegations of fraud (such as 
staged accidents, bogus passenger claims and 
low velocity impact arguments);

•  Public liability (including tripping and 
slipping claims, highways claims and 
occupiers’ liability);

•  Solicitor’s negligence matters, particularly 
those arising out of personal injury claims.

Karim has a keen interest in psychiatric and 
neurological damage and has cross-examined 
medical experts in many personal injury cases.

Karim regularly undertakes CFA work. 
A prompt and efficient turnaround of all 
paperwork is guaranteed. He also regularly 
provides seminars to solicitors on all aspects 
of personal injury litigation and recent 
developments.
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KIRSTEN BARRY

YEAR OF CALL
1993, Lincoln’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons) Sheffield University

ASSOCIATIONS
Employment Lawyer’s Association
Personal Injury Bar Association

PROFILE
Kirsten is instructed in all areas of personal 
injury work but particularly in road traffic 
fraud matters, occupier’s liability and tripping 
claims. She has a particular interest in LVI 
and staged accidents, exaggerated and bogus 
passenger claims and regularly provides advice 
to both Claimants and Defendant insurers on 
such matters.

Kirsten is known for her friendly and down to 
earth manner. She provides practical, robust 
advice, yet always remains sensitive to the 
situation and needs of her client.
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“Always turns work around 
in a very reasonable time 
and is punctual in returning 
instructions.”
Legal 500 2015

PROFILE
James acts for both Claimants and Defendants 
in all areas of personal injury litigation, fatal 
accidents and clinical negligence (including 
cosmetic surgery), with an emphasis on 
employers’ liability. James also undertakes 
disease work including HAVS, mesothelioma 
and claims for psychiatric injury in the 
workplace. He accepts instructions in occupiers’ 
liability cases, road traffic accidents and 
Animals Act 1971 claims. James also handles 
cases involving travel claims arising under the 
Package Holiday, Package Travel, and Package 
Tour Regulations 1992.

He is often instructed in cases of severe injuries 
(including brain injuries), requiring expert 
evidence and the drafting of extensive and 
complex schedules and counter schedules of 
loss. He deals with complex trials, as well as 
advising on paper and in conference. He is 
experienced in advising in cases of forensic loss 
of earnings claims, such as with self-employed 
Claimants or those who own/manage their own 
businesses.

As a keen motorcyclist, James is always happy 
to accept instructions in relation to accident 
claims involving motorcycles.

Additionally, James frequently advises 
clients on issues that span both employment 
and personal injury law, such as claims for 
psychiatric injury in the workplace, stress at 
work, and bullying/harassment claims pursuant 
to the Harassment Act 1997.

James also has substantial experience in dealing 
with claims relating to prisons (defending 
claims by both prisoners and employees) 
through acting for the Ministry of Justice

James regularly participates in joint settlement 
meetings and is happy to act on a CFA 
funding basis in appropriate cases. He is both 
approachable and friendly and strives to 

provide a high standard of customer service 
and an efficient turnaround on paperwork.

Some representative examples of his personal 
injury practice include:

•  Junior counsel on brain injury case resulting 
in multi-million pound settlement – led by 
Michael Rawlinson QC

•  Junior counsel in a pedestrian injury claim 
by Indian national injured when working 
in the UK, who was sent back to India, 
post-accident. The case involved complex 
calculations of damages and the forensic 
assessment of employment prospects/loss of 
chance on an international basis, for a highly 
talented computer software programmer and 
other cross-cultural issues – led by David 
Allan QC

•  Settled claim on behalf of wheelchair 
dependent Claimant with hereditary motor 
and sensory neuropathy, whose condition 
was significantly accelerated in minor RTA – 
led by Michael Rawlinson QC

•  Acted for Claimant in clinical negligence 
claim which resulted in client having her leg 
amputated. Case settled for circa £1m at JSM

•  Acted for teacher in claim for psychiatric 
injury and sexual harassment in the 
workplace, which settled for in excess of 
£100k

•  Settled claim at JSM by former firearms 
police officer for work related stress

•  Successful finding of fraud and indemnity 
costs against a prisoner 
claiming to have tripped 
in prison grounds (using 
anonymous hearsay 
intelligence evidence)

JAMES HURD

YEAR OF CALL
1994 Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons) University of Birmingham

APPOINTMENTS
Junior Counsel to the Crown (Regional 
Panel) – appointed 2007 and  
re-appointed 2010

Legal Assessor to the Health and Care 
Professionals Council (2010)

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association
James was described as a Leading Junior 
on the Northern Circuit, in the 2014 
Legal 500, for personal injury work: “He 
makes well-timed decisions to meet the 
needs of the situation.”

2015
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•  Defended claim by prison officer for serious 
injury in the course of control and restraint 
training

•  Acted for the successful Claimant in a claim 
against the Royal Opera House following an 
accident to a self-employed police pathologist 
who tripped whilst a late attendee for a 
performance.

As an accredited public access barrister, James 
is able to accept advice and advocacy work 
directly from individuals or businesses through 
the Public Access Scheme, and is happy to 
discuss fixed fee or retainer rates for such work.

OTHER SERVICES
As part of a continuing commitment to 
building and enhancing client relationships, 
James regularly gives training seminars to 
clients on legal developments. He is happy to 
devise bespoke training, tailored to clients’ 
requirements, to deliver at their businesses.

PERSONAL INTERESTS
His outside interests include creative 
writing, music, football, classic cars and 
motorcycles, cinema, and travel. James’s 
debut novel, A Bold Deceiver, which is set 
in Manchester in the 1990s, was published 
in August 2008. For further details, visit 
http://www.abolddeceiver. co.uk
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MICHAEL LEMMY

“He represents both 
claimants and defendants in 
significant claims arising from 
brain, spinal and multiple 
orthopaedic injuries. Sources 
value his tenacity and ability 
to get to the heart of cases. ‘He 
is excellent at trial.’ ‘He has a 
real command of the issues.’”
Chambers & Partners 2016

“Very capable in dealing 
with personal injury 
claims involving injuries of 
maximum severity.”
Legal 500 2015

“He is very good on his feet, 
good on paperwork and good 
with clients.”
Chambers & Partners 2015

“A very solid up-and-coming 
junior.”
Legal 500 2014

YEAR OF CALL
1994, Middle Temple

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons), Queen Mary College, 
University of London

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury
Industrial Disease
Clinical Negligence

PROFILE
Michael specialises in personal injury 
litigation. He advises and appears on behalf of 
Claimants and Defendants. He has experience 
of the full spectrum of catastrophic injury 
claims, including spinal injury, brain injury, 
amputation and chronic pain. His caseload is 
predominantly multi-track claims exceeding 
£100,000 and he has represented both 
Claimants and Defendants on claims with 
a value in excess of £1m. He has a wealth of 
experience of joint settlement meetings and 
mediations.

NOTABLE RECENT CASES
•  Armstrong v Haslam Homes (LTL 14/2/2012) 

– Instructed by the Defendant on a 3 day 
liability only trial in the High Court against 
leading counsel. The claim by an infant in 
respect of a catastrophic brain injury was 
dismissed. The duty of care owed by the local 
authority with respect to the dangers on 
adjoining land was considered.

•  Pykett v Clement, NIG & Aviva [2011] EWHC 
2925 – Instructed on behalf of Aviva in a 2 day 
liability only trial in the High Court. Claims 
by a claimant who was rendered paraplegic 
(agreed value circa £3m) and a claimant who 
had suffered a traumatic brain injury were 
dismissed and guidance was given by the 
High Court as to the duty of care owed by one 
driver to another overtaking driver.

•  Huckbody v Jones, 2011 – Instructed by the 
Claimant who developed a chronic pain 
syndrome and was awarded in excess of 
£300,000 after a 3 day quantum only trial.

•  Ashburner v Furness Scaffolding, 2011 – 
Instructed on behalf of the Claimant who 
sustained serious multiple injuries when a 
scaffold he was working on collapsed. At the 
conclusion of a 5 days liability and quantum 
trial the Claimant was awarded damages in 
excess of £325,000.

•  Wolstenholme v McLaren Racing Ltd, 2011 
– Instructed on behalf of the Claimant, a 
Formula 1 mechanic, who was struck by 
a wheel during testing sustaining severe 
injury to his wrist that prevented a return 
to his Formula 1 career. Settlement reached 
following a joint settlement meeting circa 
£400,000. (With Chris Kennedy QC).

•  Oughton v Gibson, 2011 – Instructed on 
behalf of the Defendant in relation to a claim 
arising out of a traumatic brain injury. Case 
settled at a mediation with leading counsel 
representing the Claimant.

•  McKeown v Matrix Polymers, 2012 – 
Instructed in behalf of the Claimant who 
suffered an amputation of his dominant hand 
in an accident at work. The claim settled on a 
gross valuation of circa £750,000.

•  Herbert v Quarr Group, 2012 – Instructed 
on behalf of the Defendant in a traumatic 
brain injury claim. Liability was apportioned 
80/20 in the Defendant’s favour and the claim 
settled at a JSM for a gross valuation of circa 
£300,000.

2015
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“Specialises in a range of 
catastrophic claims for 
claimants and defendants, 
including brain and 
spinal cord injuries, and is 
particularly highly noted for 
his ability with cases relating 
to complex issues such as 
fibromyalgia, chronic pain 
and psychiatric injury. 
Expertise: ‘He’s thorough – 
you have to be on those cases. 
He has a good understanding 
of the medical issues.’ ‘He 
has a top-notch high-value 
personal injury practice and 
he’s extremely busy.’”
Chambers & Partners 2014

“is ‘calm, organised, and 
measured’.”
Legal 500 2013

“Michael Lemmy is 
recommended for 
occupational disease work.”
Legal 500 2012

“Recommended for 
occupational disease and 
accidents.”
Legal 500 2011

“Is recommended for 
workplace PI matters”
Legal 500 2008

“Michael Lemmy is a well-
supported mid-range junior 
with considerable experience 
of PI work.”
Legal 500 2006

“Mike Lemmy is an excellent 
advocate and a popular junior 
with a good practice.”
Legal 500 2005

•  Molak v PowerPlus Engineering, 2012 – 
Instructed on behalf of the Claimant in a fatal 
accident that occurred when a large container 
fell onto the deceased. The claim settled for 
circa £300,000.

•  Sutcliffe v Isle, 2011 – Instructed by the 
Defendant on a claim where the Claimant 
suffered Cauda Equina syndrome following 
a cycling accident. Settled for in excess of 
£500,000.
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“A highly capable barrister 
recognised for his ability 
in high-value personal 
injury matters, including 
industrial disputes, disability 
discrimination cases and 
alleged fraudulent claims. 
Commentators are quick 
to highlight his thorough 
approach and frank advice. 
‘He is good to have on board if 
you know that there is a storm 
coming. He is very tenacious; 
a real street fighter.’ ‘He is 
always thorough and thinks 
outside the box.’”
Chambers & Partners 2016

“A very good and feisty 
junior.”
Legal 500 2015

“He is technically very good 
and his strategic advice is 
always spot-on… He is also 
renowned for his work in 
personal injury and property 
damage claims. 
Expertise: ‘He’s a favourite 
because he gets results.’”
Chambers & Partners 2015

“A very good junior on high-
value claims.”
Legal 500 2014

YEAR OF CALL
1995, Middle Temple

DEGREE & EDUCATION
MA (Hons) Law, Cambridge University
LLM, University of Toronto
Middle Temple Fox Scholar

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association
British Insurance Lawyers Association
Employment Lawyers Association

BRIAN McCLUGGAGE

APPOINTMENTS
Fee-paid Employment Judge (2010)
Junior Counsel to the Crown – Provincial 
(“Treasury Counsel”) (2002 to date)

PROFILE
Mr. McCluggage’s personal injury practice 
comprises substantial multi-track work, most 
of which is worth six figures plus. As a former 
pupil to Tim Horlock QC, Mr. McCluggage 
enjoyed a sound grounding in high value 
personal injury law early in his career. He 
enjoys instructions from both leading claimant 
and defendant firms in personal injury work.

He seeks to incorporate 5 particular principles 
within his work:

1.  Advocacy which is both robust and 
persuasive;

2.  High quality paperwork;

3.  Team-work with those instructing;

4.  Careful advance preparation of strategies and 
evidence for trial;

5.  Full use of information technology within 
practice.

He enjoys dealing with issues of law and is 
regularly instructed to advise on technical 
matters, particularly in relation to RTA and 
MIB points. His insurance law practice (see 
specialist CV) complements this aspect of his 
work.

General areas of particular expertise include:

•  Malingering cases and matters involving 
conditions where credibility issues often 
feature, such as Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, 
Chronic Regional Pain Syndrome, and 
Fibromyalgia.

•  Fatal Accidents Act cases.

•  Industrial Disease, particularly asbestos 
related conditions, deafness and hand-arm 
vibration syndrome.

•  Catastrophic injury, with points arising 
such as Periodical Payments, housing and 
accommodation claims and care regimes.

•  Insurance and technical issues within 
personal injury work, including MIB and 
RTA points, together with general insurance 
law on domestic, motor and commercial 
policies.

2015



PERSONAL INJURY

Manchester M3 4DN
T 0161 955 9000
F 0161 955 9001
pi@9sjs.com
www.9sjs.com

PROFILE
Hailing from the City of Carlisle David has 
practised in personal injury since joining the 
Manchester bar 20 years ago.

He was extensive experience of all types 
of claims ranging from employers liability, 
industrial disease, public liability and road 
traffic accidents.

He is also regularly instructed in claims 
involving fraud or occurring under suspicious 
circumstances.

A significant proportion of his work is multi 
track in value and he has experience in dealing 
with cases pleaded at up £1 million.

He has experience in dealing with appellant 
matters in both the High Court and the Court 
of Appeal and is not afraid to advise clients 
to appeal matters if he feels there are good 
prospects of success in doing so.

He is instructed by both Claimant and 
Defendant solicitors and provides no nonsense 
advice with a short turnaround time if required. 
He has considerable experience in representing 
the interests of local authorities.

David is first and foremost a trial advocate and 
relishes cross examination.

Recent cases include:

•  Settlement of claim for Claimant who 
suffered above the knee amputation – 
£500,000+

•  Successful in obtaining judgment for 
Claimant where fraud was alleged in a trial 
over 3 days

•  Instructed on 3 day public liability claim 
where advice from a silk has been obtained

•  Successfully defended a Claimant in a public 
liability claim where the Defendants appealed 
to the Court of Appeal

David is known for his friendly and 
approachable manner and can usually turn 
around papers in 7 days.

DAVID CALVERT

YEAR OF CALL
1995

EDUCATION
MA (Hons) St. Catherine’s College, 
Oxford
Duke of Edinburgh Scholarship for Bar 
Finals

ASSOCIATIONS
Northern Circuit
Personal Injury Bar Association



PERSONAL INJURY

Manchester M3 4DN
T 0161 955 9000
F 0161 955 9001
pi@9sjs.com
www.9sjs.com

“Delivers straight talking and 
forward-thinking advice.”
Legal 500 – 2010

Year oF caLL
1996, Lincoln’s Inn

edUcatIoN
LLB, Cardiff University

aSSocIatIoNS
Personal Injury Bar Association
Employment Law Bar Association
Professional Negligence Bar Association

katIe NoWeLL

SPecIaLISt areaS oF PractIce
Personal Injury
Employment Law

ProFILe
Katie Nowell’s practice is split between personal 
injury and employment. She has considerable 
experience in many areas of personal injury 
work, both for Claimants and Defendants, 
including:

•  Road traffic accidents

•  Tripping and slipping accidents

•  Accidents at work

•  Stress claims

Katie Nowell also has experience in all areas of 
employment law.
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YEAR OF CALL
1996 Middle Temple

EDUCATION
Dual Honours Law & Criminology (First 
Class)

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Wansboroughs Willey Hargrave Award
Middle Temple Blackstone Entrance 
Exhibitioner Award

ASSOCIATIONS
Centre for Counter Fraud Studies, PIBA, 
Bar Pro Bono Unit, Pegasus Club

BOYD MORWOOD

APPOINTMENTS
Bar Council Member Social Mobility 
Committee (2012)
Northern Circuit of the Bar Neuberger Liaison 
Officer
Legal Assistant to Lord Justices of Appeal (1997)
Treasury Solicitors Department (1997)
Pupil of Sir James Dingemans Q.C. & Peter 
Knox Q.C.

PROFILE
Called to the Bar for 17 years Boyd has made 
medical litigation the focal point of his practice. 
He is instructed by a wide range of private 
and public bodies in complex and challenging 
matters taking pride in his ability to deal with 
issues of criminal issues in the civil arena.

Boyds practice encompasses:
•  Personal Injury (including Private 

International Litigation & Inquiries) & 
Medical Negligence

•  Regulatory & Professional Discipline (GMC, 
GDC & NMC, Judicial Review)

•  Healthcare
•  Court of Protection.
•  Personal Injury

Boyd has a busy personal injury workload and 
trial practice which has seen him consistently 
instructed by specialist firms in both Claimant 
and Defendant work.

For Claimants much of his work involves 
serious injury arising from service in the armed 
forces, workplace accidents, industrial disease 
and medical malpractice. Boyd succeeded in 
one of the first cases in the UK to establish an 
employers liability for release of particulates 
in the workplace. A large number of Boyds 
instructions have involved an international 
dimension and he has a log history of dealing 
with an inter jurisdictional element.

Boyd has also won repute amongst those 
who instruct him in motor insurance fraud 
litigation and is often requested by insurers 

and professional clients to deal with group 
litigation and linked claims (fraud rings), cases 
involving the deployment of surveillance and 
tracking information. Boyd has been involved 
in a number of cases involving applications for 
committal for contempt.

Boyd does undertake Direct Access 
Instructions on a limited basis and is a member 
of the Bar Pro Bono Unit.

REGULATORY AND PROFESSIONAL 
DISCIPLINE
Boyd is instructed by a wide range of public 
bodies and private individuals appearing 
both before professional bodies, tribunals, 
High Court and Administrative Court with 
regularity.

He has experience of serious clinical, criminal 
and health cases including cases with a high 
profile public element.

Most recent instructions in 2013 and 2014 
involved serious criminal conviction, 
misconduct through fraud and misconduct 
through gross professional incompetence.

Boyd accepts instructions to appear before the 
GDC, NMC, BACP and is regularly instructed 
to appear for the GMC before the MPTS.

HEALTHCARE & COURT OF PROTECTION
Boyd has an increasing number of instructions 
in this developing field and has appeared 
before the Court of Protection, High Court 
and Administrative Court instructed by local 
authorities, public, clinical bodies and private 
individuals in cases involving patients right to 
treatment, applications for treatment where 
individuals lack capacity and general welfare 
applications and hearing where patients lacking 
competency.
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TESTIMONIAL
“Success, client contentment and positive 
feedback are routinely delivered by Boyd in 
the hundreds of counter-fraud instructions he 
has worked on from Horwich Farrelly. He is a 
pleasure to work with, technically accomplished 
and a talented advocate. His eye for detail 
is second to none allowing expert cross 
examination to get to the truth of the matter no 
matter how robust the claimant. Taking time to 
put clients at ease he gains their confidence and 
trust and frequently receives messages of thanks 
for his work, such as:

“…and for Mr Boyd Morwood for your hard 
work and ‘VERY’ professional management.”

“I would also like to send a huge thank you 
to my barrister Mr Boyd Morwood, who 
not only put me at ease before the case, but 
whose professional and articulate manner 
was fantastic in court. If I found myself in 
the same position again (which hopefully I 
won’t) I would be delighted to have you both 
representing me.”

Customer satisfaction is guaranteed and results 
expected when Boyd is instructed which is why 
he is a hit with both insurer and lay clients 
alike, and why my team and I have instructed 
him on all manner of counter-fraud RTA 
matters, for over 10 years.”
Horwich Farrelly

PUBLICATIONS
‘Crash course in LVI claims’ New Law Journal 
27.01.06 (with Boyd Morwood)
‘Restoring Disorder’ New Law Journal 08.12.06 
(with Boyd Morwood)
Boyd also features in a recent Aviva anti-
fraud film: https://broker.aviva.co.uk/
claims/#ourlatestclaimsnews.

EDUCATION ACTIVITIES
MMU BPTC personal injury modules, 
Eversheds Unlocked, Middle Temple Social 
Mobility Forum,
Keele University Mentoring, Central Law 
Training Speaker on Fraud, Greenwoods Fraud 
Conference 2012.
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YEAR OF CALL
1997

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS
LLB (Hons) Manchester University
Jules Thorn Memorial Scholarship 
(Middle Temple)

ASSOCIATIONS
Northern Circuit
Personal Injury Bar Association
Employment Law Bar Association

CHRIS TAFT

PROFILE
Chris has specialised in personal injury work 
for nearly 20 years. He acts for both claimants 
and defendants. He has extensive experience 
of the full-range of multi-track personal injury 
work, including road traffic accidents, accidents 
at work, public liability, disease, deafness, 
consumer protection, stress and abuse. He has 
a loyal following of solicitors in the personal 
injury field.

Following his appointment to the Treasury 
Panel in 2012 Chris has acted on numerous 
occasions for central government departments 
in personal injury cases.

Chris is frequently instructed in cases involving 
large losses and where there is serious dispute 
between the medical experts. He understands 
the importance of a careful examination of 
the evidence – and particularly the medical 
evidence – and he will devote the time to a 
case that the evidence issues and the evidence 
demand.

He has considerable experience of pain cases, 
both CRPS and the more generalised pain 
conditions in relation to which the genuineness 
of the presentation and medical causation are 
so often bones of contention.

Chris understands the importance of legal and 
technical knowledge, but the importance also 
of developing a rapport with lay clients and of 
seeing both sides of the case. He has conducted 
innumerable Joint Settlement Meetings and has 
successfully mediated a matter which was listed 
for final hearing in the Court of Appeal.

Chris has a niche practice appearing before 
the CICAP and CICB, having for many years 
received instructions to act on behalf of injured 
police officers.

Recent examples of Chris’s personal injury 
work include:

•  Represented self-employed oil trader in his 
claim in respect of subtle brain injury. Hotly 
contested medical evidence from a number of 
specialisms. Case settled at JSM for £250k.

•  Advised and represented a police officer who 
suffered a career-ending shoulder injury 
when he fell through a ceiling in a fight with a 
suspect during a raid on a domestic property. 
Claim against Chief Constable. Liability 
disputed and allegations of failure of risk 
assessment and operation planning at a high 
level. Case settled shortly before 4 day trial.

•  Advised and represented a police officer who 
suffered a career-ending shoulder injury 
when he fell through a ceiling in a fight with 
suspect during a raid on a domestic property. 
Claim against Chief Constable as the officer’s 
notional employer. Allegations of inadequate 
operation planning and risk assessment at a 
high level. Liability disputed but case settled 
on favourable terms shortly before 4 day trial 
due to commence.

•  Advised and represented a number of 
police officers who suffered burn and other 
injuries when a suspect committed suicide 
by detonating a van packed with explosives 
in Liverpool city centre. Issues arose as to the 
insurer’s liability to meet the claim under the 
insurance provisions of the Road Traffic Act. 
Matter settled very shortly before trial.

•  Advised the claimant adult in his claim 
against the local authority based on its failure 
to find him an adoptive family following 
his freeing for adoption more than 20 years 
earlier. Matter settled at JSM. (Led by Michael 
Rawlinson QC).
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JaNe MaBoN

Year oF caLL
1998, Gray’s Inn

edUcatIoN
LLB (Hons), University of Birmingham

aSSocIatIoNS
Personal Injury Bar Association Family 
Law Bar Association

SPecIaLISt areaS oF PractIce
Personal Injury and Travel Law
Family Law

ProFILe
Jane’s interest in personal injury litigation 
began over 15 years ago when she worked in 
the personal injury department of a leading 
Manchester law firm before commencing her 
pupillage. She has developed her practice since 
coming to the bar giving her considerable 
knowledge and experience in all aspects of 
personal injury litigation.

Jane is instructed by both Claimants and 
Defendants and she regularly acts for local 
authorities. Her practice is both court and 
paper based and she endeavours to provide a 
fast and efficient turnaround in respect of the 
latter.

Her practice includes:
•  Road traffic accidents
•  Public Liability (highways, occupiers liability, 

tripping and slipping)
•  Employer’s Liability claims
•  CICA applications
•  CRU appeals
•  Accidents abroad

In respect of accidents occurring abroad Jane 
is regularly instructed in relation to claims 
under the Package Travel Regulations and has 
also acted for Claimants who have been injured 
whilst on excursions falling both within and 
outside of the Regulations. Her experience 
extends to claims arising out of road traffic 
accidents occurring abroad, food poisoning and 
other types of illness claims, swimming pool 
accidents and accidents occurring on aircraft or 
at sea involving the application of the Athens, 
Warsaw and Montreal Conventions.
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KATHRINE MALLORY

YEAR OF CALL
1998, Inner Temple

EDUCATION
BA (Hons), The University of Leeds
Trinity & All Saints College

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association
Association of Personal Injury Lawyers
Member of Northern Circuit

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury

PROFILE
Kathrine Mallory specialises exclusively in the 
field of personal injury litigation acting for both 
Claimants and Defendants

Kathrine receives instructions in both Fast 
Track and Multi-Track matters in all aspects 
of personal injury litigation and has a growing 
practice in clinical negligence cases. Kathrine is 
also a member of the Travel Law team.

Kathrine combines a professional service 
in a friendly and approachable manner. She 
is noted for her sensitive approach towards 
clients whilst at the same time providing firm 
and clear advice. Kathrine is happy to advise 
in conference and on paper. She further 
offers a high quality drafting service whilst 
endeavouring to provide a quick turn-around 
of papers.

Kathrine has regularly appeared on behalf 
of Appellants at the Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Appeal Panels to challenge 
financial awards made by CICA to victims 
of crimes of violence. She has a full working 
knowledge of all aspects of the Schemes and 
has dealt with claims ranging from the more 
modest awards right up to maximum award 
cases. She is happy to act in an advisory role 
prior to an Appeal hearing as well as drafting 
Financial Schedules/Skeleton Arguments.

Kathrine has acted for various Applicants 
ranging from police officers who have been 
assaulted in the course of their employment, 
victims of historic assault cases involving 
children (including sexual abuse) and assaults 
resulting in fractured skull and traumatic brain 
injury.

She is also keen to develop her practice in 
Armed Forces cases.

Kathrine Mallory’s practice includes:

• Industrial accidents and disease.

• Road traffic cases.

• Employer’s Liability cases.

• Highway and Slipping litigation.

• Clinical Negligence

• RTA Insurance Fraud

• Travel Law

• Armed Forces Compensation Scheme

• Criminal injury compensation claims.

•  Inquests, predominantly deaths caused in 
road traffic accidents and fatal accidents at 
work.
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“A joy to work with – 
accessible, incredibly well 
prepared, and technically 
quite brilliant.”
Legal 500 2015

“Friendly and approachable.”
Legal 500 2014

“Matthew Haisley stands out 
for his ‘total commitment to 
the case’.”
Legal 500 – 2013

“Praised for his ‘meticulously 
detailed’ approach to 
litigation.”
Chambers & Partners – 2011

MATTHEW HAISLEY

YEAR OF CALL
1999, Lincoln’s Inn

APPOINTMENTS
2015 (ongoing) : Deputy District Judge
2010–15: Junior Counsel to the Crown – 
Regional Panel (“Treasury Counsel”)

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Sir Thomas More Bursary (Lincoln’s Inn)

Tancred Studentship (Lincoln’s Inn)
Hardwicke Entrance Award (Lincoln’s 
Inn)

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons) University of Birmingham

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association
Professional Negligence Bar Association

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE:
Personal Injury
Insurance Fraud
Travel & International Personal Injury Law

PROFILE
Matthew Haisley has been recognised by 
The Legal 500 and Chambers & Partners as a 
leading personal injury junior on the Northern 
Circuit. He is described as “A joy to work 
with – accessible, incredibly well prepared and 
technically quite brilliant.” (The Legal 500 – 
2015)

Matthew has very wide experience of personal 
injury litigation, covering all types of employer’s 
liability, public liability and serious road traffic 
accident cases, specialising in complex and high 
value cases. He has particular expertise in cases 
involving spinal injuries and psychogenic pain 
and in defending fraudulent and exaggerated 
claims.

Examples of some of Matthew’s recent cases 
include representing a defendant at a JSM 
in relation to a claim arising out of a serious 
road traffic accident involving expert accident 
reconstruction evidence, a battery of medical 
experts, surveillance evidence and complex 
issues of medical causation; employing 
causation arguments to limit the value of 
chronic pain claims at JSMs; acting for a 
passenger suffering severe and complex injuries 
as a result of a head-on collision at high speed 
with a car driving the wrong way down a dual 
carriageway, which resulted in the death of 
the other driver and defending major insurers 
against RTA fraud rings.

His knowledge of the law, eye for detail and 
skilled advocacy (both oral and written) have 
secured Matthew’s reputation for consistently 
delivering outstanding paper and court work. 
Matthew takes the same meticulously detailed 
approach to Joint Settlement Meetings and 
mediation as he does to his trial work. This, 
coupled with his friendly and approachable 
manner, attracts instructions from a broad 
range of loyal clients, including many of the 
country’s leading insurers, local authorities and 
publicly-listed companies.

20142013 2015
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SPecIaLISt areaS oF PractIce
All areas of Personal Injury including:
•  Fraud
•  General RTA including running down cases
•  Motor Insurers’ Bureau (MIB) – specialist 

panel
•  Employer’s Liability
•  Occupier’s Liability
•  Health and Safety
•  CICA – including financial provision for 

children following the death of a parent

On the successful completion of her pupillage, 
Lucy joined chambers in 2001 as a specialist 
criminal practitioner. Following a period of 
maternity leave she returned to Chambers to 
practice exclusively in the field of personal 
injury.

Lucy’s real passion is for trial advocacy. As a 
skilful negotiator and fearless trial advocate 
Lucy’s skills, developed through appearing 
before hundreds of criminal juries, enable her 
to relish the prospect of a trial. It is here that 
she comes to the fore. As comfortable in court 
cross-examining witnesses as she is negotiating 
a settlement, Lucy drives the matter forward 
always ensuring that her instructing solicitor 
is kept abreast of developments at court when 
they cannot be in attendance. Lucy believes that 
it is through a team effort between Counsel and 
her instructing solicitor that the best results are 
achieved.

Lucy prides herself on her ability to set others 
at ease, regardless of the circumstances. She is 
acutely aware of the pressures upon witnesses 
in anticipation of a trial date and is always 
happy to spend time to reassure and talk them 
through the process. Indeed, Lucy regards this 
as vital in order to ensure that the best evidence 
is given, and the best possible outcome is 
achieved.

Lucy has a loyal following of clients, who 
describe her as approachable, practical, 
thorough and astute.

LUcINda LeeMING

Year oF caLL
1999, Middle Temple

edUcatIoN
BA (Hons), Oxford Brookes



PERSONAL INJURY

Manchester M3 4DN
T 0161 955 9000
F 0161 955 9001
pi@9sjs.com
www.9sjs.com

“She predominantly 
undertakes high-value 
cases involving complex 
factual disputes, including 
exaggerated claims.”
Legal 500 2014

ZOË THOMPSON

YEAR OF CALL
1999, Middle Temple

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons), London School of 
Economics (1st Class)

ASSOCIATIONS
Employment Law Bar Association
Personal Injury Law Bar Association

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury Law
Employment Law

PROFILE
Zoë acts for Claimants and Defendants in high 
value and complex cases. She regularly appears 
in the High Court and has appeared in the 
Court of Appeal and the House of Lords. She 
is known for her effective cross examination of 
witnesses, in particular expert witnesses and 
witnesses in cases where dishonestly is alleged. 
She is also known for her ability to identify 
issues clearly and concisely and her capacity to 
complete paperwork swiftly and efficiently.

Zoë is described in the Legal 500 as “tenacious 
on her feet and understanding of her clients” and 
by Chambers and Partners as “conscientious 
and direct”.

Zoë’s practice covers a variety of areas including 
employer’s liability, occupational disease claims, 
fatal accidents, abuse cases, product liability, 
CICA claims, clinical negligence and coroners 
inquests.

Zoë is instructed by insurers directly and 
through solicitors to give advice on policy and 
litigation strategy. She also deals with technical 
issues surrounding the Road Traffic Act, 
non disclosure and misrepresentation by the 
insured, and cases involving the MIB.

Zoë has experience of a wide range of complex 
matters, including:
•  multi trauma and catastrophic injury claims
•  conscious/ non conscious exaggeration and 

chronic pain
•  group litigation orders in multi claimant 

infection cases
•  organised insurance fraud rings
•  cross border accidents involving 

jurisdictional issues, including the application 
of Rome II.

2014 2014
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VICTORIA RIGBY

YEAR OF CALL
2000, Middle Temple

EDUCATION
BA (Hons) French & Spanish, Emmanuel 
College Cambridge
Post Graduate Diploma in Law 
Nottingham Trent Law School
Diplock Scholar – Middle Temple
Pegasus Scholar – Middle Temple

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury
Equine/Animal Law
Insurance Fraud

PROFILE
Victoria’s practice covers all aspects of Personal 
Injury Litigation including insurance fraud/
LVI/public and employer’s liability cases.

She has represented the MIB at Arbitration 
hearings and trial. She has attended several 
Inquests and is familiar with the workings of 
the Coroner’s Court.

She is tenacious and thorough in her approach, 
robust when necessary however she also 
understands the need for sensitivity and tact on 
occasion. Victoria receives instructions from 
both Claimants and Defendants.

Victoria’s specialist interest area involves injury 
caused by animals, in particular horses. She 
has had a high success rate in cases involving 
the Animals Act 1971 and has built a solid 
practice in this area, representing riding stables, 
farmers, dog owners and individuals. (See 
Equine/Animal Law CV).

Through her vocational training with Patrick 
Limb of Ropewalk Chambers, she has had 
experience of industrial disease litigation, class 
actions and clinical negligence work.

In the autumn of 2004, Victoria was awarded 
The Pegasus Scholarship, which enabled her to 
work in Vancouver’s leading clinical negligence 
law firm, Harper Grey Easton. Her time was 
spent working alongside trial advocates on 
cases relating to all levels of clinical negligence, 
including childbirth litigation. Of particular 
interest was the overlap between Canadian and 
English law in this area.
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reBecca eeLeY

Year oF caLL
2001 Middle Temple

edUcatIoN
MA (Hons) Jurisprudence and BCL 
(European & Comparative Law) St Hugh’s 
College, Oxford University.
ADR Group accredited Civil Mediator

aWardS aNd ScHoLarSHIPS
Diplock Scholar, Middle Temple; Chrystal 
Macmillan Prize, Middle Temple

aSSocIatIoNS
Employment Lawyers’ Association; 
Employment Law Bar Association; 
Industrial Law Society; Personal Injury 
Bar Association; Northern Administrative 
Law Association

aPPoINtMeNtS
Approved panel counsel for Equality and 
Human Rights Commission
Fee Paid Employment Judge (Leeds Region)

SPecIaLISt areaS oF PractIce
Employment Law
Personal Injury Law
ADR: Mediation

ProFILe
Rebecca Eeley has developed an excellent 
reputation for her work and has a loyal 
following of clients She is adept at analysing the 
most complex of legal disputes and distilling 
them to their essential points and themes. She 
is quick to grasp the priorities of her clients 
and to adapt her approach accordingly. In 
court she is calm under fire, quick thinking, 
tenacious and flexible. In cross examination she 
consciously adapts her style to obtain the most 
from each witness. Out of court her clients 
find her approachable and supportive style 
reassuring. Her in depth knowledge of both 
the brief and the law involved instil confidence 
and she is not afraid to give a clear headed 
assessment of a case together with practical 
advice.

Rebecca has a wealth of experience across all 
areas of personal injury law including:

•  Road traffic accidents including defending 
fraudulent claims, staged accidents, phantom 
passenger claims etc.

•  Accidents at work

•  Industrial disease

•  Tripping and slipping accidents

•  Occupiers’ Liability claims

•  Criminal injuries compensation claims

•  Inquests

Rebecca is a fully trained and accredited 
mediator. She brings these additional skills to 
her court and advisory practice and is happy 
to act both as mediator and as advocate during 
mediation proceedings.

Rebecca regularly provides seminars and 
workshops for clients on topics of current legal 
interest.
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MATTHEW SNARR

YEAR OF CALL
2001, Inner Temple

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons), University of Manchester

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association 
Employment Law Bar Association 
Health and Safety Lawyers Association

“He acts on an array of 
personal injury claims, 
including high-value and 
complex disputes. He is often 
instructed by defendants on 
cases involving alleged fraud. 
‘He is a very astute and alert 
barrister.’”
Chambers & Partners 2016

“He is approachable and 
accessible.”
Legal 500 2015

“He’s very clever, thorough, 
good on the detail, a good 
negotiator and very good on 
his feet… He is exceptionally 
well prepared.”
Chambers & Partners 2015

“He’s a very determined 
litigator, who is very able, 
particularly when handling 
complex areas of law.”
Chambers & Partners 2015

“He is someone in whom you 
have confidence.”
Legal 500 2014

APPOINTMENTS
Junior Counsel to the Crown (North West) – 
“Treasury Counsel”
Equality and Human Rights Commission Panel 
Counsel
Accredited Advocacy Trainer (Inner Temple)

PROFILE
Matthew’s personal injury practice is 
concentrated in multi-track litigation. He is 
adept at handling high value litigation in claims 
exceeding six figure sums and is instructed in 
cases exceeding £1 million. His work is split 
evenly between claimants and defendants.

Matthew is a trial lawyer. He is frequently 
instructed in liability disputes at trial where 
complex cross examination or technical legal 
submissions are involved. Matthew is regularly 
instructed to attend joint settlement meetings 
to negotiate large loss quantum disputes.

He has particular expertise in the following 
areas:
1.  Acquired brain injury cases requiring 

significant care regimes, periodical payments 
and accommodation claims.

2.  Amputation claims involving both below and 
above knee amputations, arm amputations 
up to the shoulder joint and total hand/foot 
amputations both traumatic and post surgery.

3.  Fatal Accident cases including high value 
or complicated financial and lost parental 
services claims, accident reconstruction 
evidence and representation at Inquests with 
expertise in coronial law.

4.  Chronic Pain. The full spectrum of pain cases 
including CRPS Types I and II, neuralgic 
pain, nociceptive pain, myofascial pain, 
fibromyalgia, somatoform pain disorders, 
factitious disorders, and pain conditions 
involving treatment by spinal cord 
stimulator..

5.  Industrial Disease litigation covering the 
full spectrum including asbestos exposure, 
HAVS, dermatitis and repetitive strain 
injuries.

Matthew advises and acts in high value, serious 
fraud proceedings particularly organised rings 
of fraudulent individuals and institutions often 
with a value exceeding £1 million. He also 
acts in cases involving malingering and false 
accounting.

He is fully conversant with insurance law 
principles and acts in claims for breach 
of insurance contracts frequently in cases 
involving breach of the utmost good faith.

NOTABLE CASES
•  RB v JC – Instructed by Defendant in a 

double Claimant action. Both Claimants 
sustained severe, life changing lower limb 
injuries. Claims pleaded at total value of £2.3 
million, settled at £825,000.

•  AM v LD – Acted for Claimant mechanic 
who sustained serious tri-malleolar ankle 
fracture. Settled for £563,000.

•  JG v PD – Represented Defendant in a 
complex fatal accident claim involving two 
families and forensic accountancy evidence to 
value loss of business profit. Claimants sought 
£680,000 and settled for £380,000.

•  BP v CBS – Claimant pensioner fractured 
knee requiring move into bungalow 
accommodation. Settled for £256,000.

•  RA v MIB – Instructed by Defendant in a 
tragic fatal accident leaving large family 
without main breadwinner pleaded at 
£635,000 and settled for £260,000.

•  DF v CA – Claimant welder suffered crushed 
big toe leading to chronic pain syndrome. 
Settled for £220,000.

2015
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“He stands out for his 
enthusiasm, application 
and commitment, his 
understanding of issues, and 
his eagerness. He brainstorms 
and tries to get the best 
possible angles”
Chambers & Partners 2014

“Matthew Snarr ‘gets on 
well with clients and the 
instructing solicitor’.”
Legal 500 2013

“Matthew Snarr is 
recommended for his ‘fearless 
manner’.”
Legal 500 2012

“Matthew Snarr is 
recommended for brain injury 
work”
Legal 500 2011

“…thorough, accurate and 
intuitive…”
Legal 500 2011

•  LC v NR – Acted for Defendant in an upper 
limb complex regional pain syndrome claim 
in which the Claimant required a spinal cord 
stimulator to ameliorate her pain. Claimant 
sought £400,000 and the claim settled for 
£120,000.

CURRENT CASELOAD
•  LP v MA – Multi-million pound claim for a 

female teenager who suffered catastrophic 
brain injuries following a road traffic 
accident. (With Tim Horlock QC)

•  AL v WP – Substantial claim involving a 
Claimant who suffered post concussion 
syndrome following road traffic accident. 
(With Chris Kennedy QC)

•  AK v RA – Multi-million pound claim for 
a male teenager who suffered catastrophic 
brain injuries following a road traffic 
accident. (With Gerard McDermott QC)

•  BS v RB – Substantial claim for Claimant who 
suffered an above knee amputation following 
negligent surgery. (With Tim Horlock QC)

PUBLICATIONS
•  ‘Intoxication and Inebriation: Another Late 

Night’ – Journal of Personal Injury Law (Issue 
2) 2015

•  “We need to talk about Katie” PIBULJ Dec 
2012

•  “Lights Out for Excitement” New Law Journal 
25th February 2011

•  “Financially Entwined” New Law Journal 13th 
August 2010 p1136-1137

•  Co-Author of “Proving it in Reverse” 
New Law Journal 13th March 2009 p390-392

•  Crash course in Low Velocity Impact claims’ 
New Law Journal 27th Jan 2006 p150–151

•  ‘Restoring Disorder’ New Law Journal 8th 
Dec 2006 p1870–1871

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Matthew is experienced in public inquiry work 
having worked on the 1st phase of the Shipman 
Inquiry.

Matthew was a member of the British Debate 
Squad acting as an overseas debate coach in 
2002. Matthew and his debating partner won 
the European Debating Championships 2001 
and were ranked 6th at the World Debating 
Championships 2002.

Matthew is a keen skier both on and off piste. 
He enjoys mountain biking, trail running and 
mountain marathons.
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KIRSTY McKINLAY

YEAR OF CALL
2001, Lincoln’s Inn

EDUCATION
LL.B (Hons), University of Newcastle 
Upon Tyne
Hardwicke Entrance Award (Lincoln’s 
Inn)

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury
Insurance Fraud
Clinical Negligence
Costs Litigation
Travel Litigation

PROFILE
Kirsty has developed a strong practice in 
personal injury and clinical negligence. She 
undertakes advocacy and advisory work for 
claimants and defendants on the fast track 
and the multi track. Kirsty has experience in 
a broad spectrum of areas including clinical 
negligence, fatal accident claims, employers’ 
liability, industrial disease, road traffic 
accidents, tripping and slipping litigation, 
defective premises, travel litigation and 
insurance fraud.

Kirsty attends inquests in the role of advocate 
including those where an Article 2 wider 
investigation is required.

Kirsty’s clinical negligence practice has 
included cases involving gynaecology, 
ophthalmic practice, informed consent for 
surgery, unnecessary chemotherapy treatment, 
negligent prescribing, failure to monitor 
following epidural, failure to diagnose and 
delay in carrying out surgery. She is adept 
at dealing sensitively with clients in difficult 
situations and being able to explain complex 
issues in simple terms.

Kirsty’s insurance fraud practice involves a wide 
spectrum of different types of motor insurance 
fraud and she has experience in dealing with 
these matters comprehensively from the outset 
including advising in writing and in conference 
and drafting pleadings through to conducting 
trials and, where necessary, appeals.

Kirsty also has extensive experience of costs 
litigation and undertakes work for both 
claimants and defendants including advising in 
writing and in conference, attending detailed 
assessment hearings including at the SCCO 
and attending costs appeals. Kirsty is frequently 
instructed in personal injury matters which 
have related costs issues on the basis that she 
can give tactical advice from the outset in 
respect of all issues.

Kirsty is noted for her meticulous written work, 
detailed preparation and attention to detail. 
Kirsty endeavours to combine a professional 
attitude with a friendly and approachable style 
and is known for providing firm and clear 
advice.
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RUSSELL DICKINSON

YEAR OF CALL
2002 (Lincoln’s Inn)

EDUCATION
BA (Hons) Economics, Durham 
University, (Hatfield College)
Post Graduate Diploma in Law, 
Nottingham Law School
BVC, Nottingham Law School

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association

PROFILE
Russell practices exclusively in the field of 
personal injury work, focused on multi-track 
claims with values exceeding £100,000. His 
practice is split evenly between Claimants 
and Defendants in cases involving significant 
injuries following accidents in the workplace, 
high value public liability disputes, serious road 
traffic accidents and accidents abroad. He has 
particular experience in cases involving:

•  significant upper and lower limb injuries 
(including amputations)

•  spinal injuries

•  fatal accidents

•  chronic pain conditions

•  disputes as to the correct approach to 
calculating future loss of earnings (i.e. Ogden 
or S v M)

Russell has developed a significant depth of 
expertise and experience in personal injury 
work and he continues to attend court on a 
regular basis, which gives him an invaluable 
insight into the current court approach on 
various personal injury litigation issues. He is 
often instructed in contentious and high value 
proceedings involving significant disputes of 
fact and complex medical causation issues. He 
has significant experience in drafting complex 
schedules and counter schedules of loss. Russell 
is well versed in negotiating resolutions at joint 
settlement meetings but also has experience of 
being led in very high value cases.

With a background in economics and finance, 
(including a stint working in the City in 
corporate finance), Russell is adept at working 
with figures. He combines a friendly and 
approachable manner with a keen eye for detail 
and appreciation of commercial considerations, 
which is regarded as a key asset by his clients. 
He is regularly complimented on his ability to 

“get on” with his lay clients and to work within 
a team to secure the best possible outcome 
for his client. This approach has led to regular 
instructions from a broad range of loyal 
clients, including many of the country’s leading 
insurers, local authorities and national firms of 
solicitors.

As part of his commitment to developing solid 
working relationships, Russell often provides 
seminars to his solicitor and insurer clients.

Recent seminars include:

•  Ogden 7 and Billett: Back to the Future

•  PL and EL Update

•  Loss of Earnings: unraveling Ogden

•  Significant lower limb injuries

•  Maximising Damages

•  Limitation Update

SAMPLE OF RECENT INTERESTING CASES
•  Instructed by a claimant following a serious 

road traffic accident which resulted in a 
traumatic above-elbow amputation of the 
arm. The case involved complex issues of 
contributory negligence and significant 
expert medical evidence. Negotiations at a 
JSM (led by Ian Little) resulted in a settlement 
of approximately £1 million.

•  Instructed by a local authority in an alleged 
tripping accident which was said to have 
resulted in significant injury and ongoing 
pain. At trial, (following robust cross-
examination of the claimant), issues of 
capacity were raised. The claim was ultimately 
successfully defended.
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•  Instructed by the adult children of the 
deceased who died following a motor 
accident. The case involved significant dispute 
as to the nature and extent of the deceased’s 
earnings, (illegality issues arose), whether 
it was appropriate to depart from the usual 
“Harris v Empress Motors” approach and the 
nature and extent of the dependency of the 
adult children.

•  Instructed by a large insurer in respect of 
suspected fraudulent road traffic accident 
claim. The matter was ultimately successfully 
defended and exemplary damages were 
secured for the insurer client.

•  Instructed by a dependant wife following the 
tragic and traumatic death of her husband 
whilst in prison. The claim involved claims 
under the Human Rights Act, as well as 
complex issues as to the nature and extent of 
the dependency that could be claimed.

•  Instructed by a claimant police officer 
following injury sustained during training. 
Issues as to the extent of the ongoing injury 
and its impact on future losses. The claim 
ultimately settled before trial for a sum 
significantly greater than that offered at the 
JSM.
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JOSEPH MULDERIG

PROFILE
Joseph specialises in all aspects of personal 
injury litigation including injuries of the utmost 
severity, fatal accidents, pain cases, industrial 
disease, clinical negligence and cases involving 
allegations of fraud and exaggeration. He is 
instructed, in broadly equal terms, by both 
claimants and defendants. He has a reputation 
for hard work and forensic attention to detail.

He is regularly instructed in high value and 
complex cases and is experienced in settling 
schedules of loss and counter schedules in 
claims valued well into six figures and in excess 
of £1 million. Joseph is frequently instructed to 
attend joint settlement meetings.

Joseph has particular experience of brain and 
spinal cord injuries and loss of limb cases 
requiring adapted accommodation and the 
establishment of case management and care/
support worker regimes and the making of 
related interim payment applications.

In recent years he has been increasingly 
instructed in pain disorder cases including 
fibromyalgia, CRPS, somatisation and chronic 
pain/central sensitisation. Joseph also has 
experience of claims against the MOD 
including non-freezing cold injuries.

Whilst multi-track work predominates Joseph 
accepts instructions at all levels and is regularly 
briefed to appear at trials and interim hearings.

Joseph is praised for his friendly and 
approachable style in conference, with an 
innate ability to put clients at ease and explain 
complex matters in terms that are easily 
understood, but is recognised as a thorough 
and tenacious trial advocate. He is often 
involved throughout the litigation process from 
pre-issue tactics and evidence through to trial.

Current instructions include a number of high 
value brain injury cases (both with and without 
leading counsel), cases of spinal injury and pain 

cases. Joseph is briefed to appear for a defendant 
in a high profile 10 day High Court trial 
concerning allegations of historic physical abuse 
of apprentices at a professional football club.

NOTABLE RECENT CASES
•  Settled a case for £1.1 million at a JSM on 

behalf of a claimant who suffered a stroke in 
the immediate aftermath of a minor RTA but 
no direct physical injury. Complex medical 
and causation issues. Initially D denied that 
the stroke was causally related to the RTA 
and later alleged that C would have suffered a 
stroke within 12 months in any event.

•  Successfully represented a claimant who 
suffered a rotator cuff tear in a slipping 
accident at a 5 day trial where exaggeration 
was alleged based on surveillance evidence. 
Case had failed to settle at a JSM. Oral 
evidence at trial from orthopaedic, 
psychological and OT experts. Damages 
assessed at c£190,000 with no adverse 
findings.

•  Acted for claimant who suffered a complex 
wrist fracture leading to arthrodesis. Settled 
for £200,000

•  Acted for claimant who suffered a fracture 
of the patella and mid-femur. Good recovery 
with C completing apprenticeship and 
securing employment in engineering. Central 
issue related to the potential impact on future 
employment prospects. Settled for £150,000.

•  Acted for claimant who suffered a fractured 
wrist leading to arthrodesis and an injury to 
his lower back in an accident at work. It was 
C’s case that he developed a chronic pain 
disorder. In response to surveillance evidence 
D’s experts and C’s pain expert concluded 
that C was exaggerating. Successfully 
represented C in a late application to change 
pain expert. Settled at JSM for £525,000 net of 
contributory negligence, CRU and interims 
(gross value c£900,000).

YEAR OF CALL
2002, Lincoln’s Inn
1996, Admitted to the Roll of Solicitors

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons)
Law Society Finals

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association
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•  Acted for claimant who suffered a femoral 
fracture extending into the knee joint leading 
to replacement. C remained in full-time work 
with no ongoing loss of earnings. Substantial 
disagreement about the risk of later 
amputation in the event of failure of the knee 
replacement. Settled at JSM for £925,000.

•  Acted for claimant who suffered whiplash 
injuries in a minor RTA. Late onset of 
fibromyalgia and even later deterioration 
of that condition. Substantial disagreement 
between medical experts as to any causal 
relationship to the RTA. Settled at JSM for 
£206,000.

•  Acted for claimant who suffered fractures 
of the calcaneum, ankle and forearm in an 
accident at work. D alleged exaggeration and 
relied on surveillance evidence. Settled at JSM 
for £265,000.

•  Acted for the claimant who suffered recurrent 
dislocation of the patella, a patellectomy and 
chronic pain following a highway tripping 
accident. C had bilateral easily dislocatable 
patellae and pre-accident problems. D 
alleged that C would have suffered a similar 
dislocation in any event. Settled after trial 
had commenced for £350,000 (with Michael 
Rawlinson QC).

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Joseph accepts work on a CFA and is an 
accredited public access barrister. He regularly 
prepares and gives training seminars to 
solicitors and is more than willing to consider 
any specific training requests. Joseph also acts 
in professional negligence claims relating to the 
handling of personal injury, clinical negligence 
and employment claims.



PERSONAL INJURY

Manchester M3 4DN
T 0161 955 9000
F 0161 955 9001
pi@9sjs.com
www.9sjs.com

YEAR OF CALL
2003, Lincoln’s Inn

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association, 
Northern Circuit

EDUCATION
BVC, Nottingham Law School. LLB 
(Hons) Law, Liverpool University.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Pupillage scholarship Lincoln’s Inn

PHILIP de BERRY

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE:
Personal Injury
Industrial Disease
Insurance Fraud
Travel and International Personal Injury Law
Clinical Negligence
Professional Negligence
Costs

PROFILE OVERVIEW
Phil has developed a very busy practice in 
personal injury and industrial disease litigation. 
He has significant trial experience in industrial 
disease cases and routinely settles cases at JSM 
valued up to £1m. Phil has appeared before the 
Court of Appeal, High Court and Divisional 
Court in appeals and catastrophic injury cases. 
He is familiar and adept in dealing with the 
issues arising in catastrophic brain injury 
matters, fatal accidents and complex medical 
causation cases. His costs background makes 
him ideal for interlocutory matters involving 
costs management.

Phil is known for his strong trial advocacy, his 
tactical awareness and determination to leave 
no stone unturned in preparing and conducting 
a case. He likes to be involved at an early stage 
and welcomes the opportunity to have input as 
a case progresses. Phil appreciates the need to 
be accessible and offers a swift turnaround of 
papers, often within 7 days.

As regards industrial disease work, Phil has 
considerable experience in the full range of 
work within this discipline, to include asbestos 
matters, respiratory diseases, HAVS, RSI and 
NIHL. Some of the cases he has been involved 
in are set out below (see notable cases).

Phil is part of the Insurance Fraud group. He 
has acted for Defendant public bodies and 
insurers on such matters and offers suitably 
robust advocacy. Phil’s costs background means 
he is ideally placed to handle issues relating to 
third party costs orders and QOCS.

Phil is accomplished in handling cases 
involving accidents abroad and travel claims. 
He has experience of managing cases relating 
to EU and non-EU countries, and accidents at 
sea. He is currently involved in a multi-track 
case issued out of the Admiralty Court. He 
also has experience of road transport related 
cases involving HGVs, PSVs, tachographs and 
transport administration. He recently attended 
the Association of Road Transport Lawyers bi-
annual weekend event.

Costs litigation has formed a part of Phil’s 
practice for many years. He has experience of 
conducting costs cases valued in excess of £1m 
and group litigation. His costs practice has 
involved him appearing in a variety of courts 
including the Upper Lands Tribunal. Phil 
enjoys the knotty, technical cases which often 
result in appeals. He is routinely instructed to 
draft points of dispute and replies in high value 
cases.

Phil has a developing clinical negligence 
practice with experience of cases involving:
•  Failure to treat DVT leading to pulmonary 

embolism
•  The discharge of patients with aids such as 

crutches before conducting a proper risk 
assessment

•  Bed sores due to inadequate nursing care
•  The failure to treat and manage wounds 

appropriately
•  Failed plastic surgery
•  The inappropriate prescription and 

administering of drugs

Phil has experience of a wide variety of 
professional negligence matters. He offers 
considerable expertise in the following areas in 
particular:
•  Claims against personal injury and industrial 

disease solicitors, including claims relating 
to the Claims Handling Agreements for 
Respiratory Diseases and VWF

•  Claims relating to costs issues and retainers, 
especially where it is alleged that a retainer 
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has been wrongfully terminated or a solicitor 
has failed to act in accordance with the 
agreement

NOTABLE CASES
•  Smith v Jed Weld, (2013) Sheffield County 

Court, Lawtel. 
This industrial disease case was focused on 
breach of duty and medical causation. Cross 
examination of medical experts proved to be 
decisive.

•  Aldred v Courtaulds Textiles (2012) – 
Liverpool County Court (LTL 6/2/13) 
This 4 day case was exclusively concerned 
with medical causation in NIHL claims. The 
claim was novel in that it was the first time 
the Court had been asked to consider the 
concept of averaging hearing threshold levels 
from different audiograms.

•  Palfrey v Morrisons – [2012] EWCA Civ 1917 
This case was an appeal and cross appeal to 
the CA in relation to a tripping accident at a 
Supermarket. The case involved an L-shaped 
stacking trolley often used in certain types 
of stores. As a result, the judgment attracted 
significant media attention and has been 
reported widely in the legal press.

•  Bradley Fold & Wright v VOSA – Divisional 
Court 2011 
This case made the transport press. The 
issues included the extent to which private 
use of a passenger vehicle was exempt from 
the regulatory provisions and the interplay 
between the domestic and European codes.

•  Whitstance v Valgrove – Ref: Ltl 12/10/09 
The Designated Civil Judge in Manchester 
considered the effect of the changes to 
Part 36 in relation to offer, acceptance and 
withdrawal of offers. This decision was later 
considered in the case of Gibbon v Manchester 
City Council [2010] EWCA Civ 726.

•  Sherred v Western Housing – Manchester 
County Court – HHJ Holman 
The Designated Civil Judge considered the 
appropriate test for pre-action disclosure 
and overturned the decision at first instance 
which had been adverse to the Claimant.

•  Connaughton v Imperial College NHS Trust 
– Master Howarth, SCCO 30/7/10 Ref: Ltl 
9/8/10 
A case concerning the recoverability of costs 
prior to a win under the Law Society Model 
CFA. The decision was in favour of the 
Claimant and set a precedent which has since 
been followed.

PUBLICATIONS AND SEMINARS
Phil is a regular contributor to publications 
such as Solicitors Journal and PIBULJ. He 
routinely provides training for instructing 
solicitors and is available for seminars upon 
request.

INTERESTS
Away from work, Phil enjoys all sports and 
is a qualified skydiver. More recently, Phil 
has been participating in Triathlons, learning 
contemporary travis fingerpicking guitar and 
watching the mighty Altrincham Town play at 
Moss Lane.
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SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Insurance Fraud
Personal Injury
Travel & International Personal Injury Law

PROFILE
Ian Denham is a personal injury specialist with 
a particular focus on claims involving serious 
injury, claims with a cross-border dimension 
and fatal accidents.

In his practice he represents both claimants 
and defendants equally, and has considerable 
experience of claims involving employer’s 
liability, occupier’s liability, product liability, 
public liability and road traffic accident claims.

Ian is the Head of Chamber’s Travel & 
International Personal Injury Law Group 
and an active member of the Pan European 
Association of Personal Injury Lawyers 
(PEOPIL), serving as Secretary to the RTA 
& Whiplash European Exchange Group and 
a committee member of the PEOPIL Young 
Lawyers Group.

His cross-border practice covers advising on 
jurisdiction, applicable law, direct rights of 
action against insurers (in the RTA and non-
RTA context), claims against the MIB, holiday 
claims including claims under the Package 
Travel Regulations including , local standards, 
accidents in the air and on sea, and claims 
involving a cross-border employment aspect. 
Ian regularly advises European insurers on 
cross-border issues.

Ian has spoken extensively on cross-border 
personal injury law topics and is happy to 
provide bespoke training. He has recently 
spoken at the PEOPIL Conference in Athens, 
an APIL Travel Law Conference in Manchester 
and the Annual Chamber’s Seminar at The 
Bridgewater Hall.

Ian is adept at dealing with high value claims, 
and is currently instructed on a fatal accident 

claim pleaded in excess of £2 million, Recently 
he was lead on a in a matter involving 
catastrophic injuries that followed from a 
motorcycle collision in Switzerland, that settled 
for a value of over £1.3 million.

Ian has an interest and expertise in complex 
and high value fatal accident claims and, in 
particular, complex financial and services 
dependency claims. Recently, Ian settled a 
claim involving three child dependents for over 
£600,000 at a Joint Settlement Meeting.

CASES OF INTEREST
Fatal accidents and Inquests
•  2015 – Ian was instructed to represent 

an NHS Foundation Trust in an inquest 
concerning the death of Paul McGuigan, a 
private security contractor, who was shot 
dead by a colleague, Daniel Fitzsimons, 
whilst working in Iraq. The matter focused 
particularly on the role of mental health 
teams, and the private security industry. The 
inquest received considerable national and 
international press coverage.

•  2015 – Ian continues to represent the family 
of a father killed in a road traffic accident. 
The claim involved complex issues relating 
to financial dependency, both in terms of the 
entitlement to claim and the quantum of each 
claimant’s dependency. Claim pleaded at over 
£2 million.

•  2014 – Advised a Greek insurer on 
subrogation and applicable law issues arising 
from the death of the British tourist in 
Greece.

•  2013 – Represented (led by Gerard 
McDermott QC) the family of a mother 
killed in a hit and run accident. A substantial 
claim was pursued for three child dependents 
together with claims for the psychological 
injury of secondary victims. Mr Denham 
personally settled the claim at a JSM for over 
£600,000.

YEAR OF CALL
2003, Middle Temple

ASSOCIATIONS
Pan European Association of Personal 
Injury Lawyers (PEOPIL)
Personal Injury Bar Association (PIBA)
Association of Personal Injury Lawyers 
(APIL)

Professional Negligence Bar Association 
(PNBA)
European Circuit of the Bar
Northern Circuit

EDUCATION
M.A.(Oxon), St Hugh’s College, 
University of Oxford

IAN DENHAM
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•  2012 – Represented the family of the deceased 
who died following a workplace accident. The 
inquest involved numerous interested parties 
and lasted two weeks. An HSE prosecution 
followed the inquest and the case received 
considerable national press coverage.

Personal Injury
•  2015 – Representing a gentleman who 

suffered debilitating injuries following a 
head on collision with an HGV. Provisionally 
pleaded at over £400,000.

•  2015 – Advised on various cross-border 
claims including issues concerning applicable 
law arising from proposed claims against the 
MIB, following the case of Moreno.

•  2014 – Advised in a catastrophic motorcycle 
accident case that occurred in Switzerland. 
Led by Gerard McDermott QC. Settled for 
£1.3 million.

•  2014 – Advised in a matter of a protected 
party suffering from a rare degenerative 
condition that was significantly worsened 
through the failure of an NHS Trust to 
provide physiotherapy.

•  2013 – Represented a blind gentleman who 
sustained a neurological injury that caused 
him to lose his ability to read Braille.

•  2012 – Advised a Jamaican ex-serviceman 
who sustained a Non-Freezing Cold Injury 
whilst on duty in Canada. His injuries caused 
him substantial mobility problems and led to 
medical discharge from the British Army.

APPOINTMENTS
Head of 9 St John Street’s Travel Law & 
International Personal Injury team.

Secretary to the RTA & Whiplash European 
Exchange Group of the Pan European 
Association of Personal injury Lawyers 
(PEOPIL)

Committee Member of the PEOPIL Young 
Lawyers’ Group.

Legal Professional Advisory Panel Member, 
Edge Hill University Department of Law and 
Criminology.

LECTURES AND SEMINARS
•  2015 – RTA Claims from an Insurer’s 

perspective

•  2015 –Pursuing and valuing a Holiday Claim

•  2015 –How to pursue a successful gastric 
illness claim

•  2015 – Recent developments in cross-border 
tort claims

•  2015 – Liability of the State for road 
infrastructure from and English and Greek 
perspective

•  2015 – A review of Brussels Recast

•  2014 – Cox v Ergo Versicherung AG, Wall v 
Mutuelle de Poitier Assurances & Recital 33 
arguments

•  2014 – Delayed flights: a review of Jet2 v 
Huzar and Dawson v Thomson Airlines

•  2014 – Advanced Occupiers’ Liability claims

•  2014 – Jurisdiction and Applicable law in 
Travel Law Claims

•  2014 – Rome II update

•  2013 – Fatal Accident Claims

•  2013 – Legal Practicalities of Medical Expert 
Instruction

•  2013 – Disclosure & Hearsay (together with 
Nicholas Hinchliffe QC)

•  2012 – “Slips, Trips and Stumbles on the 
Highways: The usual and not so usual…” 
(Includes a review of winter maintenance 
regimes and the principles arising from 
Gulliksen v Pembrokeshire)

Ian is available to provide any of the above 
seminars upon request and would be glad to 
discuss any other specific requests.



PERSONAL INJURY

Manchester M3 4DN
T 0161 955 9000
F 0161 955 9001
pi@9sjs.com
www.9sjs.com

BeNJaMIN MorrIS

Year oF caLL
2004, Lincoln’s Inn

edUcatIoN
Postgraduate Diploma in Law – Inns of 
Court School of Law
BA (Hons), King’s College, Cambridge 
University

SPecIaLISt areaS oF PractIce
Personal Injury
Military Law
Fraud
Travel Law
Housing Law

ProFILe
Ben Morris accepts all instructions in Personal 
Injury Law. His practice is evenly balanced 
between acting for Claimants and Defendants.

He specialises particularly in:

•  Road Traffic Accidents

•  Tripping and Slipping Accidents

•  Employer’s Liability

•  Product Liability

•  Inquests

MILItarY cLaIMS
Being the son of a member of her Majesty’s 
Armed Forces Ben grew up around personnel 
from all three branches. The exposure 
in his informative years has provided an 
understanding of the culture, experiences and 
pressures faced by serving and non-serving 
members. Serving in the military is not just 
a job, but a way of life for the personnel and 
importantly, their family. Ben understands 
that military claims can differ significantly 
from civilian claims, but his commitment and 
support remains the same.

He has experience of handling claims for 
serving and non-serving military personnel 
and understands the need to ensure that his 
clients receive individually tailored assistance.

Ben considers that his role is to ensure that 
your interests are pursued fearlessly and 
without respite to ensure that the stresses that 
may be associated with litigation are relieved, 
so far as is possible.

He has significant experience in the personal 
injury sphere and regularly appears in the 
County Courts and handles cases worth in 
excess of £250,000.

Ben has an understanding of personal injury 
claims but also:
•  Accidents during training or operations
•  Accidents on a military base
•  Road traffic accidents involving military 

vehicles or personnel
•  Cold or Heat Injuries
•  Combat stress
•  Medical negligence
•  Exposure to harmful substances, diseases, 

illness and deafness
•  Psychological injury, including PTSD
•  Inquests

In addition to his extensive experience in 
handling civil compensation claims, Ben is 
versed in advancing claims through the Armed 
Forces Compensation Scheme.
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HANNAH HAINES

YEAR OF CALL
2005, Inner Temple

EDUCATION
Postgraduate Diploma in Law, College of 
Law
BA (Hons) Psychology, Philosophy 
and Physiology, Keble College, 
Oxford University

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association
Professional Negligence Bar Association

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Clinical Negligence and Medical Law
Personal Injury
CICA Claims
Inquests
Travel

PROFILE
Hannah Haines accepts instructions in all areas 
of personal injury practice, but has particular 
expertise in:
•  Clinical Negligence
•  Road Traffic Accidents, including fraud
•  Employer’s Liability including occupational 

diseases and occupational stress
•  Fatal Accidents
•  Public Liability
•  Inquests
•  Criminal Injuries Compensation Appeals

Hannah’s practice is split evenly between acting 
for Claimants and Defendants and she regularly 
advises at all stages of proceedings from pre-
litigation through to trial. She has considerable 
interlocutory and trial experience involving 
both fast- and multi-track claims.

She has developed a particular interest in cases 
involving complex medical issues, such as 
where causation is in issue and those involving 
chronic pain. Hannah is adept at explaining 
complex issues clearly and sensitively to clients.

Hannah also has considerable experience in 
advising on and acting in Criminal Injuries 
Compensation claims, including cases 
involving severe injuries and with significant 
claims for future damages.

MEDICAL AND CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE
Prior to becoming a member of Chambers, 
Hannah was a tenant at 3 Serjeants Inn 
Chambers and completed a specialised pupilage 
in medical law and clinical negligence. As well 
as gaining considerable experience in all aspects 
of Claimant and Defendant clinical negligence 
work Hannah also had the opportunity to work 

on inquests, GMC hearings and cases involving 
medical treatment decisions in the Court of 
Protection.

Hannah has now developed a predominantly 
Claimant clinical negligence practice, acting 
at all stages both pre- and post-proceedings. 
She has experience of a wide range of areas 
of clinical negligence including consent to 
treatment, failures to diagnose, delays in 
treatment and negligently performed surgery; 
as well as negligent dental and cosmetic 
treatment.

She also has experience representing families 
at inquests where there are issues relating 
to medical treatment and is keen to further 
develop her practice in this area.
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PROFILE
Mike has a busy personal injury practice which 
sees him regularly instructed by both Claimant 
and Defendant firms.

He has experience of a wide range of complex 
matters including catastrophic injuries, chronic 
pain disorders, fatal accidents and non freezing 
cold injuries.

Mike is regularly instructed in multi-track 
matters and is experienced in dealing with 
high value cases featuring significant claims 
for loss of earnings, care and assistance and 
accommodation. He has acted in numerous 
high value cases, often valued far in excess of 
£100,000 and is frequently asked to provide 
early advice as to potential heads of loss and 
appropriate medical evidence.

NOTABLE RECENT CASES
•  JH v LL – Acted for Claimant who sustained a 

serious ankle fracture necessitating numerous 
operations and eventual fusion. After a 
successful liability only trial, the Defendant’s 
highest offer was £95,000. Settled at JSM for 
£280,000.

•  RD v UQ – Acted for Claimant who sustained 
a serious spinal fracture after a roof collapsed 
at work. He later developed chronic pain and 
was unlikely to return to work. Settled for 
£150,000.

•  HK v MK – Acting for Claimant who has 
been left wheelchair bound and doubly 
incontinent following a serious RTA. Despite 
repeated surgeries to her thoracic spine the 
prognosis is poor. Pleaded a provisional 
schedule of loss in excess of £1,500,000, 
with various heads of loss yet to be finalised, 
pending further expert reports addressing 
care, accommodation, aids and equipment.

•  AW v RSL – Acted for Claimant who 
underwent spinal fusion after suffering a 
prolapsed disc. Settled for £152,000.

•  PB v LV – Acting for 81-year-old protected 
party, who suffered a complete amputation of 
all of the toes of one foot, following a collision 
with a lorry whilst on a pedestrian crossing. 
A significant care claim was complicated by 
the progression of her pre-existing dementia. 
Settled, subject to the Court’s approval, for 
£35,000, given the poor prospects of success 
on liability.

•  GR v LC – Ongoing fatal accident claim, 
pleaded at £220,000. The claim for financial 
dependency is complicated by the Claimant’s 
failure to declare that the deceased had been 
living with her.

Mike acts at all stages of litigation and assists 
with the provision of early advice on the merits, 
the drafting of pleadings and schedules/counter 
schedules of loss, attendance at interlocutory 
hearings including costs and case management 
conferences and representation at trial, both on 
the fast and multi tracks.

His practice covers a variety of areas, including 
employer’s liability, road traffic, insurance 
fraud, industrial disease, CICA claims, military 
claims and clinical negligence.

Whilst Mike also has a busy paper practice, his 
real passion is for trial advocacy. He adopts a 
robust yet sensible approach, and appreciates 
that in depth case analysis and considered 
cross-examination are both critical to a 
successful outcome.

Mike has strong relationships with a number 
of loyal solicitors, built on past successes and 
his willingness to provide “added value”. He is 
always available to discuss ongoing claims with 
his solicitors, and believes that open channels 
of communication, at all stages, are key to 
delivering the best possible results.

Mike regularly provides seminars and 
workshops for his solicitors and is happy to 
conduct “clinics” at solicitors’ offices.

YEAR OF CALL
2007, Lincoln’s Inn

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Lord Denning Scholarship 2006, 
Buchanan Prize Winner 2007, Inter 
Varsity External Mooting Competition 
Winner – Inner Temple 2006

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons) University of Liverpool

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association

MICHAEL O’NEILL
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RACHAEL LEVENE

YEAR OF CALL
2006, Gray’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLM, University of British Columbia 
(First Class)
MA, Gonville and Caius College, 
Cambridge University (Exhibitioner)

AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Cynthia Terry Award, Gray’s Inn (2006), 
Commonwealth Scholar (2003–2005); 
scholarship awarded to study at the 
University of British Columbia

SPECIALIST AREAS OF PRACTICE
Personal Injury Law

PROFILE
Rachael Levene accepts instructions in all areas 
of Personal Injury Law.

Her Personal Injury practice is evenly balanced 
between acting for Claimants and Defendants.

She specialises in:

• Employer’s Liability

• Road Traffic Accidents

• Tripping and Slipping Accidents

• Fraud

• Product Liability

• Inquests

• Travel Law including accidents abroad

• Industrial Disease

Rachael has successfully obtained costs for 
Defendants in QOCS cases and is well versed in 
the new costs regime.

Rachael provides a professional and down-to-
earth service.
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WILLIAM HAMILTON

YEAR OF CALL
2008, Lincoln’s Inn

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons), First Class, University of 
Manchester

ASSOCIATIONS
Personal Injury Bar Association

SCHOLARSHIPS
Hardwicke Entrance Award

PROFILE
William has developed a busy practice in the 
field of personal injury. He has experience of 
advising and representing both Claimants and 
Defendants in cases involving a wide range of 
legal issues, including:
•  Fraud, including low velocity impact cases
•  Road traffic accidents
•  Employers’ liability
•  Public liability
•  Accidents abroad
•  Inquests

William completed his pupillage in 2008 
under the supervision of Boyd Morwood. He 
gained an in-depth understanding of how 
fraud cases should be conducted. William has 
successfully applied his training in this area 
and has experience in representing clients in 
all manner of hearings, including in multi-
day multi-track fraud trials. He believes that 
thorough preparation is the key to success in 
fraud cases, and enjoys working closely with 
his Instructing Solicitors at an early stage to 
consider the tactical requirements necessary 
to best deal with these cases. He is happy to 
provide seminars and training on issues relating 
to fraud cases.

William is regularly instructed in cases 
involving employers’ liability and public 
liability. He has successfully advised and 
represented both Claimants and Defendants in 
cases involving the application of the six-pack 
regulations, Highways Act 1980, Occupiers’ 
Liability Act 1957, Occupiers’ Liability Act 
1984, as well as cases involving the application 
of more esoteric health and safety legislation. 
William enjoys the varied nature of this work.

William has developed a growing practice in 
the field of personal injuries sustained abroad, 
at sea and in the air. He receives regular 
instructions in relation to claims in which 
jurisdictional challenges have been raised. 
He has recently provided seminars on issues 
relating to jurisdiction and applicable law 

under the Brussels I and Rome II Regulations. 
He regularly advises on issues relating to these 
topics as well as the Package Travel Regulations, 
holiday claims, local standards, and foreign 
road traffic accidents.

William also has experience in representing 
interested parties at inquests. In 2010 he was led 
by Christopher Kennedy QC in the high profile 
inquest concerning the deaths arising out of 
the Dreamspace incident which occurred in 
Chester Le Street in July 2006.

William prides himself on providing high 
quality drafting and advisory work within 
the time frame required by his Instructing 
Solicitors.

William has delivered seminars in a number 
of areas of personal injury law and is happy 
to do so upon request. He enjoys meeting his 
Instructing Solicitors face-to-face to discuss 
their areas of practice and interest.

SNAPSHOT OF CASES OF INTEREST
•  2015 – Represented Defendant in a claim for 

personal injury in which the Claimant had 
previously provided a witness statement in 
which he stated that he did not suffer injury 
but subsequently resiled from this position 
on the ground that he did not understand 
English. The Claimant discontinued his claim 
part way through cross-examination.

•  2015 – Represented the Defendant vehicle 
driver in respect of an alleged road accident 
involving a pedestrian Claimant who claimed 
to have suffered injury. The Defendant denied 
colliding into the Claimant. The claim was 
discontinued the week before trial following 
disclosure of evidence which was inconsistent 
with the Claimant’s witness statement. 
Successfully applied (on the date originally 
listed for trial) for a finding of fundamental 
dishonesty despite the absence of the 
Claimant at court. The court directed that the 
matter be referred to the Attorney General 
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with a request that the Attorney General 
consider whether to bring proceedings for 
contempt of court.

•  2015 – Represented the Defendant in a claim 
involving an alleged rear end shunt. The 
Defendant’s case was that the Claimant was 
driving erratically and blowing kisses at her 
and that he braked for no reason. The claim 
was dismissed and a finding of fundamental 
dishonesty made.

•  2014 – Represented the Spanish insurer of 
a lorry which was involved in an accident 
in England. Successfully applied for a 
declaration that the English court had no 
jurisdiction to try the claim against the 
Defendant.

•  2013 – Represented the Claimant in 2 day 
multi-track trial in Bradford County Court 
concerning a slipping accident in a night club 
toilet. The Claimant admitted that she had 
consumed alcohol and illegal drugs prior to 
the accident. Nevertheless, the judge found 
in favour of the Claimant on the issue of 
primary liability.

•  2013 – Represented the insured in a low 
velocity impact case where liability was 
disputed by the insured. The trial judge found 
that the insured was negligent but found 
that the Claimants had not suffered injury 
or loss on the basis of inconsistencies in the 
Claimants’ witness evidence which were 
revealed in the course of cross-examination.

•  2012 – Represented the insured in a low 
velocity impact case where liability was 
disputed by the insured. The trial judge 
dismissed the claim on the basis that the 
insured’s evidence regarding liability was 
much more credible than the evidence of the 
Claimant and his 2 witnesses.

•  2011 – Represented insurance company in 
2 day multi-track trial in Liverpool County 
Court involving 5 Claimants. Successfully 
resisted application made by 4 Claimants 
on the eve of trial to reinstate their claims 
following strike out for breach of court 
orders. Successfully defended remaining 
claim at trial despite all former Claimants 
attending court to give evidence. Finding of 
fraud made by the trial judge, who referred 
the file to the Chief Constable of Merseyside 
Police with a recommendation that the 
Claimants and First Defendant be prosecuted 
for perjury and perverting the course of 
justice. Indemnity costs awarded.

•  2011 – Represented insured in low velocity 
impact case. The Claimant discontinued his 
claim part way through cross-examination. 
Indemnity costs awarded.
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eMMa GreeNHaLGH

Year oF caLL
2010 Middle Temple

edUcatIoN
LLB (Hons) 2.1 – Nottingham Law 
School, Nottingham Trent University

MeMBerSHIPS
Personal Injury Bar Association

ProFILe
Emma Greenhalgh initially qualified as a 
Solicitor prior to coming to the Bar during 
which time Emma gained experience and 
knowledge in a variety of civil proceedings.

Emma undertook a specialist LLB sandwich 
degree which incorporated a twelve month 
placement in a Claimant P.I. firm of Solicitors 
during which time she acted on behalf of 
Claimants in complex fast track and multi track 
proceedings.

Since coming to the Bar Emma has developed 
her knowledge of personal injury proceedings 
and has gained further experience in road 
traffic accident claims, employers liability 
claims and Highways Act cases.

Emma accepts instructions in Personal Injury 
matters representing Claimants and Defendants 
in small claims matters. Emma also accepts 
instructions to prepare written advices on 
quantum and draft particulars of claim.
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YEAR OF CALL
2010, Lincoln’s Inn

EDUCATION
MA, Trinity College Dublin
BVC, BPP Law School London
GDL, BPP Law School London

SCHOLARSHIPS
Lord Denning Scholarship, Lincoln’s Inn
Wolfson Scholarship, Lincoln’s Inn
Entrance Exhibitioner, Trinity College 
Dublin

FIONA WISE

PROFILE
Fiona’s personal injury work includes 
representing Claimants and Defendants at 
disposal hearings, interlocutory hearings, infant 
settlement approvals and small claims trials.

She is familiar with cases involving credit hire 
and RTA fraud, including staged accidents, 
bogus passengers and LVI.

Fiona accepts instructions to prepare written 
advices on quantum and liability, covering areas 
including employers’ liability, public liability 
and road traffic accident claims. She ensures 
paperwork is turned around promptly. She is 
also pleased to advise in conference and test 
witnesses, especially in fraud cases.

Prior to being called to the bar Fiona read 
History at Trinity College Dublin and then 
worked as a political researcher at the European 
Parliament in Brussels and Strasbourg, a role 
that included analysing and advising upon 
proposed European legislation proceeding 
through the Justice and Home Affairs 
Committee and the Committee on Security 
and Defence. Returning to the UK to continue 
her legal studies, she combined work and study 
as a freelance political researcher focusing on 
European affairs, including legislation proposed 
and enacted under the Area of Freedom, 
Security and Justice.
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YEAR OF CALL
2011

EDUCATION
LLB (Hons) 2.1 University of London 
Queen Mary College 2009
Very Competent Nottingham Law School 
2011

JASMINE SKANDER

PROFILE
Jasmine is a specialist personal injury Barrister 
and as such, receives instructions that span 
across the spectrum in this area of law. Her 
most recent instructions include for example, 
fatal accidents, actions against the police and 
stress at work. Although she is well versed in 
more mainstream areas of personal injury such 
as accidents at work and occupiers’ liability.

Jasmine enjoys advising on merits, quantum 
and tactics throughout the litigation process 
and attending at a range of interlocutory 
hearings. However, trial work is undoubtedly 
the most rewarding aspect, she takes 
professional pride in her thorough preparation, 
witness handling, carefully constructed 
cross-examination and relishes opportunities 
to think on her feet when evidence becomes 
unpredictable and the case changes direction, 
as it so often does at trial.

In addition to advocacy, Jasmine has a thriving 
paper based practice and regularly settles 
schedules of loss, particulars of claim, defences, 
counter – schedules, Part 18/Part 35 questions 
and advices on liability and quantum in both 
fast-track and multi-track cases. Further, all 
matters which raise medical causation issues 
are of particular interest and Jasmine receives 
repeat instructions in respect of drafting 
relatively complex Part 35 questions.

Within her personal injury practice, Jasmine 
has a particular specialism in MIB matters, 
CICA matters and Armed Forces cases of 
varying value and complexity, in respect of the 
latter two she regularly advises on and appears 
before the respective tribunals.
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PI ProFILe
Amy acts for Claimants and Defendants in 
personal injury cases. She has particular and 
regular experience in small claims, Stage 3 MOJ 
Portal Hearings, infant approval settlements 
and disposals.

She also has experience in drafting and 
advisory work.

aMY SMItH

Year oF caLL
2011, Lincoln’s Inn.

edUcatIoN
Law with European Law LLB (Hons), 
University of Leeds (first class honours).
BPTC, BPP Law School Leeds.

ScHoLarSHIPS
Eastham Scholarship and Sir Thomas 
More Bursary, Lincoln’s Inn.

aSSocIatIoNS
Employment Law Bar Association
Employment Lawyers Association
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YEAR OF CALL
2012

EDUCATION
MPhil (Medical Law) University of 
Manchester
LLB, University of Manchester
BPTC, Nottingham Law School

SCHOLARSHIPS
Middle Temple Harmsworth Scholar 
(2012)
Zhejiang University, Study China 
Scholarship

ASSOCIATIONS
Pan European Association of Personal 
Injury Lawyers (PEOPIL)

AMY ROLLINGS

PROFILE
Amy’s personal injury practices comprises of 
multi-track, fast track and small claims track 
work, acting for both

Claimants and Defendants in relation to the 
case management conferences (including 
CCMCs), disposal hearings, interlocutory 
applications and trials. This specifically relates 
to the following areas:

• Road traffic accidents

• Credit hire claims

• Occupiers’ liability

• Employers’ liability

• Package travel claims

As a former pupil to Matthew Snarr and Legal 
Assistant to Gerard McDermott QC (prior 
to pupillage), Amy has gained a breadth of 
experience in catastrophic personal injury, 
(including fatal accident claims), health 
and safety, chronic pain, clinical negligence, 
insurance fraud and cross border issues.

In January 2015, Amy assisted Gerard 
McDermott QC in the £2 million settlement of 
a catastrophically injured cyclist.

In October 2014, Amy was instructed as Junior 
Counsel to Simon Jackson QC in a Fitness 
to Practice General Medical Council hearing 
which investigated research misconduct in 
the Migraine Intervention with STARflex 
Technology (MIST) clinical trial. The hearing 
lasted for over two months at the impairment 
stage. It concluded in February 2015. She also 
assisted Mr. Jackson in the High Court Appeal 
in September 2015.
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